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No. 15. Acoustic Laboratories. 1948. 

AOOUSTIO LABORA'rORIES. 

No. 15 of 1948. 

An j\ct relating to Acoustic Laboratories. 
[Assented to 15th May, 1948.] 

[Date of commencement, 12th June, 1948.] 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, the Senate, 
and the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 

Australia, as follows :--

1. This Act may be cited as the Acoustic Laboraton:es Act 1948. 

2. In this Act, unless the contrary intention appears--
"the Director-General» means the Director-General of Health; 
" this Act» includes the mgulatioIls made under this Act. 

3. The Director-General shall, subject to any direction of the 
Minister, have the general administration of this Act. 

4. The Minister may establish, maintain and operate within the 
Commomvealth acoustic laboratorif's for scientific investigations, 
including tests in resp,·et of hearing aids and their application to the 
noeds of individuals, and in respect of problems associated with 
noise as it affrcts individuals. 

5. Acoustic laboratories established under thiR Act shall, subject 
to the directions of the Minister, be controlled by the Director-General. 

6. The Governor-General lllay make regulationR, not inconsistent 
with this Act, pmscrihing all matters which are by this Act required 
or pGrmitted to be prescribed, or which are necessary or convenient 
to he prescrilwd, for carrying out or givillg effect to this Act, and in 
particular-

(a) for prescribing the conditions under which acoustic labora
tories controlled b~' the Director-General shall be operated; 
and 

(b) for prescribing the terms and conditions under which the 
servic88 of those laboratories mav be made available 
and the charges which may be made for their services. 

REPRESENTATION. 
No. 16 of 1948. 

An Act to increase the Number of Senators 
and for other purp~ses. 

[Assented to 18th May, 1948.] 

WHEREAS it is provided by section seven of the Constitution 
that, until the Parliament otherwise provides, there shall be 

Rix senators for each Original State, and that the Parliament may 
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make laws increasing or diminishing the llumb(;r of senator" for each 
State, but so that equal representatiOil of the several Original States 
shall be maintained and that no Original State shall have less than 
six senators: 

AND WHEREAS it is provided by section fourteen of the Con
stitution that, whenever the number of senators for a State is increased 
or diminished, the Parliament may make such provision for the 
vacating of the places of senators for the State as it deems necessary 
to maintain regularity in the rotation: 

AND WHEREAS it is provided by section twenty-four of the 
Constitution that~ 

(a) the House of Representativ"s shall be composed of members 
directly chosen by the people of the Commonwealth; 

(b) the numbers of such members shall be, as nearly as practica.ble, 
twice the number of senators; and 

(c) theJ number of members chosen in the Rcveral States shall be 
in proportion to the rmlpective numbers of their people, 
and shall, until the Parliament otherwise provide:1, be 
determined, whenever neCeSflary, in the manner specified 
in that section, but that, notwithstanding anything in 
that section, five members at least shall be chosen in ench 
Original State: 

AND WHEREAS the Parliament has, hv the Representation Aet 
1905-1938, made other provision for determining the numh(~r of 
members eh08en in the several State8 : 

BE it therefore enacted by the King'p ]\Iost Excellent Jhjesty, 
the Sl'nate, and the House of Repn·spntntivc3 of the Commonwealth 
of Australia" as follows;--

1. This Act may be citrd as the Representation Aet 19,18. Short title. 

2. This Act shall come into operaholl on the day on which it Commencement. 

receives the Royal Assent. 

3. In this Act, unless the contrary intention appears·-- IJetinition8. 

" casual vacanev" Ilwans a vaeallcy in the plaee of it ilenator 
oecurring hefon the expiration of hiR term of service; 

" sitting Renator " means a'enator pleeted at an dection previous 
to the elect.ion referred to ill Ht]ct.ion flVO of this Act.. 

4. From and including the dav of the first meeting of the Parlia- ::-lumber of 

f 1 fi d · 1 . J f h H fR' senators. ment a tor t le rst lSSO utlOl1 0 t e ouse o. c'presentatIves 
occurring after the eommencement of tbis Act, the num lwr of Renators 
for each State shall he ten. 

5.-(1.) At the first election of senators held after the eommence- glectionof 

ment of this Act., the number of senators chosen to represent each senators. 

State ~han be seven, t.ogt]tbn with s11ch number of spnators (if any) 
for that Stat.e as are to be cho',en to fill casual vacanciul which are 
long casnnl vacancips within the> l1lPanihg of t,he Sena,te ElectiONS Act 
1903-1948. 
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(2.) If at that election any senators are to hc' choscn to fill casual 
vacancies, the provisions of the Senate Elections Act 1903-1948 shall 
apply in relation to the filling of those casual vacancies but, in the 
application of those provisions to the filling of a long casual vacancy, 
all the places to be filled shall be (lf~emed to be periodical vacancies. 

(3.) Of the senators chosen at the election (other than any sitting 
senator), the first two senators elected shall be chosen for a term of 
six yearR and shall hold their places from and including the day 
referred to in the la"t preceding section but, for the purpose of main
taining regularity in the rotation of senators, the places of those 
two senators shall not become varant until the first day of July, 
One thousand nine hundred and fiftv-six. 

(4.) Of the senators chosen at the" election (other than any sitting 
senator or any senator elected to fill a long casual vacancy), the last 
two senators elected shall be chosen for a term of six years and shall 
hold their places from and including the day referred to in the last 
preceding section but, for the purpmle of maintaining regularity in 
the rotation of senators, the places of those two senators shall, 
subject to this section, become vacant on the first day of July, One 
thousand nine hundred and fifty-three. 

(5.) Each other senator chosen at the election (not being a senator 
elected to fill a long casual vacancy) shall fill a periodical vacancy 
arising on the first day of July, One thousand nine hundred and 
fifty. 

(6.) If the sixth or seventh srmator elected is a sitting senator, 
or if both the sixth and seventh senators elected are sitting senators, 
then, for the purpose of maintaining regularity in the rotation of 
senators-

(a) th l3 place of that Sfmator or the places of those senators 
(being a place or places which, but for this sub-section, 
would become vacant on the first day of July, One thousand 
nine hundred and fift,y-six) shall become vacant on the 
first day of July, One thousand nine hundred and fifty
three; and 

(b) of the senators to whom sub-section (4.) of this section applies, 
the place of the fint senator elected, or the places of both 
those senators, as the case requires (being a place or 
places which, but for this sub-section, would become 
vacant on the first day of July, One thousand nine hundred 
and fifty-three), shall not l;ecome vacant until the first 
day of July, One thousand nine hundred and fifty-six. 

6. If the dissolution of the House I)f Representative'> referred to 
in section four of tlli:~ Act is a dissolution at which the Senate and the 
House of Hepresentatives are dissolved simultaneously, the provisions 
of snh-section (1.) of the last preceding section shall have effect as if 
the word" ten" were substituted for all the words from and including 
tllP word" Sl)vdl " ,;;;<1 the provisions of the succeeding sub-sections 
of that Rection shall not have eilect. 
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7. The allowances pa ya ble under the Parliamentary Allowances Ret'koning of 

A " h h b .) f parliamentary ct 19::10-1947 to t e senators to w. om su -sectIOn (3. or (4.) 0 allowances to 

section five of this Act applies shall be mckoned from and including certain senaton. 

the day referred to in section four of this Act. 

8.-(1.) The last determination made bv the Chief Electoral Officer, Determination 
· h f h' A "d . . f h of numuer of pIlor to t e comnlfmcement 0 t IS ct, un er sectIOn nme 0 t e members of tbe 

Representation Act 1905-1938, of the number of members of the House ~~~::s~~tativea. 
of Representatives to be chosen in the several States, shall not have 
effect. 

(2.) Forthwith after the commencement of this Act, the Chief 
Electoral Officer shall make a determination in accordance with 
section ten of the Representation Act 1905-1938 of the number of 
members of the House of Representatives to be chosen in the several 
States and, for the purpose of the making of that determination, 
the number of senators shall be deemed to be sixty. 

OOMMONWEALTH ELEOTORAL. 

An Act 
Act 
Act 

No. 17 of 1948. 

to amend the Commonwealth Electoral 
1918.1946 and the Senate Elections 
1903-1922. 

[Assente,l. to 18th May, 1948.] 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, the Senate, 
and the House of Representatives (of the Commonwealth of 

Australia, as follows >-

1.-(1.) This Act may be cited as the Commonwealth Electoral Sborttltle 
Act 1948. and citation. 

(2.) The Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918-1946*, as amended 
by this Act, may be cited as the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918-1948. 

(3.) The Senate Elections Act 1903-1922t, as amended by this 
Act, may be cited as the Senate Elections Act 1903-1948. 

· 2. This Act shall come into operation on the day on which it Commencement. 

receives the Royal Aflsent. 
• Act No. 27, 1918, as amended by No. 31, 1919; No. 14, 1921; No. 14, 1922; No. 10, 1924; 

No. 20, 1925; No. 17, 11)28; No. 2, 1929; No. 9, 1(134; No. 19, 1940; and No. 42, 1946. 
t Act No. 2, 1903. as amended by No. 22, 1922. 




