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Dntles of 
Excise. 

Seotlon 3. 

No. 82. Excise Tariff (No. 2). 1949. 

5. The duties of Excise specified in the Schedule to this Act are 
hereby imposed in accordance' with that Schedule, as from the date 
of the imposition of those duties, and those duties shall be imposed 
on that date and shall be charged, collected and paid to the use of 
the King for the purposes of the Commonwealth on all goods dutiable 
under the Schedule to this Act and produced in Australia on and after 
that date. 

THE SCHEDULE. 

AMENDMENT OF THE SCHEDULE TO THE PRINCIPAL ACT. 

EXCISE DUTIES. 

Articles. Rate of Dnty. 

------------------------------------------
20. By adding a new item 20 as follows :-

.. 20. Coal, not being coal the prnpl'rty of a State, '" pre"cribed by Dl'purt-
mental By-laws - pe! ton 6d_" 

STANDARDIZATION (SOUTH RAILWAY 
AUSTRALIA) AGREEMENT. 

No. 83 of 1949. 

An Act to authorize the execution by or on behalf 
of the Commonwealth of an Agreement 
between the Commonwealth and the State of 
South Australia, in relation to the Standard­
ization of certain Railways, to approve of the 
Raising of Loans for Defence Purposes 
(namely, the Standardization' of those Rail­
ways), and for other purposes. 

[Assented to 28th October, 1949.] 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, the Senate, 
and the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 

Australia, as follows :-
Sbort tltl.. 1. This Act lllay be cited as the Railway Standardization (South 

Australia) Agreement Act 1949. 
Commencement. 2. This Act shall come into operation on the day on which it 

receives the Royal Assent. 
Do1lnitions. 3. In this Act, "the Agreement" means the Agreement the 

execution of which is a,uthorized by this Act. 



1949. Railway Standardization (South Australia) A.greement. No. 83. 

4.-(1.) The execution, by or on behalf of the Commonwealth, of 
an agreement between the Commonwealth of Australia and the 
State of South Australia substantially in accordance with the form 
contained in the Schedule to this Act is hereby authorized. 

(2.) The agreement so executed shall be deemed to have been 
approved by the Parliament of the Commonwealth. 

5. Loans to the Commonwealth for defence purposes (namely, 
the standardization of railways in accordance with the Agreement) 
are approved. 

THE SCHEDULE. Sec. 4. 

ItAILWAYS STA~DARDIZATIO~ AGREEMENT (SOlTTH ACSTRALIA.) 

AGREEMENT made the ,lav of , Ont thousa.nd nine 
hllnrlrerl a.nd between the CclM,\WNWEAT.TH OF AUSTRALIA of 
the first part and the STATE OF SOUTH A rSTRALIA of the second part: 

\VHEREAS thf're arc differences between the gauges of the milwitY linos of the 
pa.rties : 

,\ND WHEREAS, in order to a,gRist in the defence a,llIi rJeyelopment of Australia, to 
facilitate inter"ta.,te trade and commer,," and to secure maximum effieionc\ :md 
cconomy in railway operation, it is desirable to secure a uniform track 'gauge 
throughout the railway systems in Australia: 

AND WHEREAS it is desirahk, as part of the pl'ccess of securing slwh uniform 
-tra.ck gauge throughout the railwav "vAtems in justrnlia, thl1,t Lhe ra.ilwav~, of the 
State of S'mth Au~tmlia. be convert~d to standard gallge : . 

NOW THIS AGREEMENT \VITNESSETH AS 'FOLLOWS:-

PART.I.--PR":LIMINARY. 

J .--(1.) Tn this Agmoment, unless the c"ntext ,)tlH'rwise reqllires-
. '" bet.tern1fmt" n18ans the provision of c<l.pacity 01' equipment in exeeHS of 

R]Jpropriate stnnclarrh to be fixed under this Agroemcnt a,nd which, althou"h 
not osp,ential to or Tl0CCBsary- f'or a· btanda.rdization work, nlay convoniently 
or desirably be provided in eonjunction with "wh work; 

" exist,ing ", in relation to lOCOIP.ntives, rollina stnek, or the capacity thereof, 
means existing at the time of thE; r('placoment or conversion of such 
locom,ntivcB or rnl1in,g Rtock ~ 

" party" TIWanR pa.rty to this .L\greoJoent, ; 
" Rt~n(!ard gallge ". n1e?"n~ }t. galIge of four feAt t,ight anrl one-lwlf illehes ; 
" standardization ;,.vork '"' llleans any ,vork and und.erta.king ineluded in f'lauR6s 

5 anrl 21 of this Agreement; 
.. the Commonwealth" means the Commonwealth of Australia; 
"the Loan Fun'] " menns the head of the I.mm Fund of the Commonwealth 

stvled "Standardi"ation of A nstrali'Lll Ruilwa." Ga,ngps" and s])eciHed in 
nil, VlItIl Acts tmder the authority whereof'moneys arc raised hy the 
Commonwealth frn' the purposes of this Agreement; 

" the Mini,ter " means the Comm'mwea.hh Minister of State for Transport; 
.. the State" means th" Stnte of S,mth Amtra.lia. 

(2.) "'here in this Agreement any Minister is fE-ferreci to, that reference shall be 
deemed to include any Millist"r fnr the ti me being acting for or nn b"ha.lf of that 
Minister or auy Minister appointed in substitution for tha,t ,\finister. 
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No. 83. Railway Standardization (South Australia) Agreemem. 1949. 

THE SORED uLE--continue.d. 
2.-(1.) This Agrff.ment shall haye no force or effect "ud shall not be .binding 

upon either part~· until it is approved by the P11,riiaments of the Commonwealth and 
of the State. 

(2.) F<1ch party agrees to take eyery pTacticablc ,tep to have this Agreement 
npproved bJ it.s Parliament withont restrictions or amendments as soon as possible. 

(:q Each party, so far as its power extends, agrees to proyicle for and secure the 
,,~ecution and enforcement of this Agreement and of any legiBlation by which it iR 
approved. 

3. 'Vbt,1"'.' a ll,dtuJ" is required b,' this Agreement to be d"termined by agreement 
Cletwoon the parties and the parties fail to reach agreement, the msttter shall 00 decided 
by the Minister in r"greement. with the Minister of Rail ways of the State. 

4. The State shall permit any person thereto anthorized hy the Minister to enter 
"pon and inspect any standaldization work being carried out hy the State and to 
inspe0t any plans, designs, accounts, records or documents relating to any work 
npecified in clause 5 of this Agreement. 

PART n.-WORKS FOR THE STANDARDIZATION OF RAILWAY GAUGES. 

5. Th" State shall carry out or execute, in ae"ordance with the tI"rms and conditions 
,,[ this Agreement, the fDllowing works and undertakings, namely :-

(a) Conversion to standarcl gauge of the f'ntire South Australhn 5' 3" gauge 
system and of the 3' 6" gauge lines of thf' South :Ea8tern Division, the 
conversion to standard ga,uge of existing locomotives and rollrng stock 
suitabl" for conversion, and thE construction of standard gauge locomotives 
and rolling stock to the extent necessary to replace the existing cap",city 
of all units unsuitable for convt'rsion to standard gauge. 

('~J Conversion to standerd gauge of the 3' fiN gaugf' lines of the Peterborough 
Division of the South Austmlian Railways, the conYerSiOll to ststnd'lrd 
gP,11gc of existing locomotives and rolling stock suitable for conversion, 
arid the constrm·tirln of standard gauge locomotives and rolling stock to 
the extent necessary to replace the existing capacity of 8011 units unsuitable 
for conversion to standard gMIge. 

!~I The provision of terminal facilitie3 rendered nece"sary by the conver,.ion 
of any line specifif'd in the foregoing provisions of this clause. 

6. The works to be carried out or executed under the last preceding clansp shall' 
jnclud" the pnrchaf'p. constrnction anr./or conversion of land, railw.'ty lines, structures, 
builrlings, workshops, plant. locomotiype, rolling stock and all matters aml things 
"bieh are essential to the cstlll,lishment anrt/c.r oplomtion of ststndstrd galH;e lines of 
railw2.,Y over t.he secti()n~ an,-1 routes w't cut in th~ h!"t nrc(':cdinQ' cIa n::.lf:' , but not 
inc!uding- ' " 

(a) operation or maintenance of railways. or 
(b) betterments. 

7.--(1.) Bettermf'nts m"y be carrier! out in conjunetion with the works "pocified 
in clan se 5 of thip, Agreement. 

(2.) The State may replace existing ]ocomotivl'f3, rolling stock, or other assets, by 
locomotives, rolling stocle or oth"r assets of different typos or kinds. 

(3.) For the purpose of facilitating ststnd'1rdization of locomotive design and 
construction any locomotives provided to replace existing locomotives and having a 
capacity of not more than t!'n per centum in excess of the capacity of the existing 
10comotiYfs, shall he deemed to be of equal capacity to the existing locomotiyes and 
such excess capacity shall not be regarded as betterment. 

8. 'l'he State hereby consents to the carrying out by the Commonwealth of any 
works which the Commonwealth is unde.r thi., Agrepment required to carry out in the 
oonyerS;,)Il of its own railway~ within the kn-itory of that Stat",. 

9.-(1.) Any question arising as to the order in which the standardization works 
shall be. carried out sha.ll he determined by agreement hetween the parties. 

(2.) Any question arising as to the time at, which any sbndardization works shall 
be commenced by any party shall be determined by a.greenient betwpcn the parties. 

10.--(1.) The parties or their nominees shall, in collaboration and agreement with 
6"oh other, establish and publish common standards of design and construction in 
all matters and things eqsential to the est>tblishment of standard g'1ug" railways 
and t{) t.he ',~afe and efficient operation of interchange traffic including locumotives 
and all classes pf rolling stock over the unified railways of AustraJia. 
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THE SCHEDULE-Continued. 

(:!.) Each party shall--
(a) "repa!"e all preliminary "Ians and final designs and estimates for all works 

to be carried out by it pursuant to this Agreement; and 
(b) iI1corporate in all such plans, tlec;ign,'l and estimates the standflrds of design 

»nd comtruction esbbli3hed nnder this Agreement. 

11. A party shall not incur any expenditure debitable under this Agreement to 
the Loan Fund until the Minister has given the party written authority to incur 
that expenditure. 

12. The value of the whole or part of Q,nv asset owned by the State which is 
replaced by a new ,,"set at the cost of the Loail Fund shall be determined from time 
to time hy agreement between the paTties and crediterl to the Loan Fund: 

Provided that this clause shall n0t require the credit to th~ Loan Fund of the 
value of any locomotives and rolling stopk unsuitahle fur t'()1lversion to standard 
gauge and retained by the Stato for use on its own system. 
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Commencemen~ 
and execution ..J 
ofworkl. 

Disposal of 
replaced UI8tot. 

13. New locomotives and rolling stock, thE cost of which is h:)r!le as provided ~=-l~r:~o'tl~ 
in clause] 4 of t~is Agr,..,llnent, "hall he th6 property of the Statf of South Australia. and rolllllll 

.tock. 

PART IIl.-FINANCE. 

14.--(1.) Seven· tenths of thE' ec;st of the standardization works set out in clause 5 Llabillt,. 
of this Agreement shall be borne by the Commonwealth and three.tenths of such ~~r:~tor 
cost Bh .. ll be borno hy tho State. 

(2.) For the purpOi"'es of this cbuee I he co"t of any work shaI1 bo deemed to include 
the admini,trativ(] expenses ne'~cssary or incident .. l tc' the narrying out of that work, 
and such expensos shall be apportioned betwf'cn the pal·ties in the manner specified 
in this clause in respect of that work. 

I n. The C')st of any betterment, and i),ny incrc,"sed cost cau~cd hy any repIa,cement 
.,f the kind mentioned in Bub-clame (2.) of clau~e 7 of this Agreement, shall not be 
debited to the Loan Fund hut sh"ll be borne by the State concerned. 

16.-(1.) The Commonwe!tlth shallprovido all fund" required to carry out the 
standardiz'1tion work specified in this Agreement. 

(2.) The StiLte shall, in resp"ct of w much oftho l'x},enditme by the Oommonwealth 
under clam;e 14 of this Agreement in any financial year (in this elause ealkd the year 
of expendit"ure) a3 is to be borne by the State, P'ty to the C()mmonw€alth from revenue 
during the period offifty years after the yca,r nf expen(liture, equal annnal contrihutions 
of sneh amounts as willliqnidate the expenlliturc RO to be borne by the State together 
with interest on thl' amount of that eXl"'!lditure ,)ut~tanding at the end of each 
financial year. 

:Fm thiR purpose the rate of interest shall be the rate of interest which is paid 
by the Commonwealth OIl the loan from which the expenditure was financed. 

(3.) From each annual (\(}n,tribution to he made by the Shte c'l,lculatedin 
accordance with sub·clalme (2.) of this clansp there shall be deducted an amount 
equivalent to Five shillings per ceutum of so much of the cost of stand~.rdization 
works incurred by the Commonwealth under thi, Agreement in the year of expenditure 
as is pursuant to clause 14 of this Agreement t,o be borne by the St~.te. 

17.-(1.) Moneys provided by the Commonweplt,h from the Loan Fund shall he 
nsed for-

(Il\ m('cting all expendit,urt> incurred in carrying out the st»nriardization works; 
(0) making refunds to the State of any expcllClitnre incurred by it before the 

execution of this Agreem(~nt in planning or prepl1J'ing for the 
standardization \v0rks or in carrying out any "rork which the parties 
agrop to treat as D standardization work; and • 

(c) any damages. compensation or othcr 8xpen;,e arising out of ," ineidental tA) 
the execution of a standardization work. 

(2.) No j)'1ymellt shall be madE' out of th" l.oan Fund except on tbe written 
authc)rity of the Minister. 

CO!It of 
betterment aDd 
certain .. 
replacement.. 
Provlolon of 
fuuds and State 
contributiona. 

Payment<! frOm 
Loan Fund. 

IS. Each party shall prepare annual hudgets of all c"tim'l,if'rl expenditure under Annual budlleta. 
this Agreement. 

19. All accounts in eOIlIwxion with the slandardization works shall be subject AudU. 
to audit by the Auditor·General for the Commonwealth. 
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THE SCHEDULE-contimltll. 

~n. Each party shall--

(a) keep full ",ccounts and records of all filll.nria,1 ~ran~",ctionR, work done and 
-ton's hought, u'fld ; 'I" dispo~ed of, in connexion with the standardiz9,tiol\ 
"'''rks; and shall fllrni~h to th" :\finister periodieal reports and ,meh 
-inhij" ft~ he r"'luires; and 

(I)) p,rmit thp ,\lI(litor,Gnn<'ml for the ('ommonw"alth or of the State to inspoot 
, 3uch~,ccounts '<nd records. 

PART IV,--SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS, 

21. The Commonwealth .h>tll un'lertftkc--
(a) the conversion to st'tIl,t<1rd gftlUW of the ;{' W' g,wge lineR of the Commonwealth 

Railwftys from Port A1H!Ust" to Alice Springs, the con v(,l'sicn to st,md''''d 
,!!auge of existin,Q: locomotives and rolling stock suitable £ilr conver"jo!l, 
and the conRtructioll of standard "Il,ugP, :oe"lllotives and rolling stock to 
tlw cxt·Rnt necp'<Sary to rep];""" th" ·,>xistinll' c"pacity of allul';t" unsuitable 
for eon \r~rsi()n to ~tandHrd ~a.uge; 

(b) the f'lJll'-}t,l'tll:til)ll of a new sta,ndal'(l ga,uge railw}ty frpm .. \lice Sp!"ings to 
Birrlurn and the e()n~trlletil1n t)f the ~tanrlard gauge lo('onl()tive~ and 
ffllling .stuck n{·(X~SRar.v tu opnrate thiR I'ne; and 

(c) 1ht· (:l)nvur~il)n to standard gaugE' Id' the 3' 6" g-auge C!)nlnlnnwA:t!th B-ai!way 
linf' ft"on1 Birdu1l1 t() ! larwin, the eonvcr:4inn to sta.ndard gau~e of exiRting 
IO('!)nllJtlYp~ and fllllirH! stoek suitahle h,r ennver~iun and tho contitructiun 
(If '\tH,ndard ga~l.!!e JO('()1notivl'S a,ne! rl)llin~ stock tu th( .. ext.ent necu.-:sary 
to rp!)hee t.he ,,"ishng ea pacity of all nnits unsuitahle for ~onver"i()n to 
~tanclard gau!le. 

22. The Cumm< 'llwl'"lth shall bear: the COAt of carrying out the workE specifiecl in 
the last rrec('ding clal,se, 

23. Thf. Cnmmomn'alth sh",1I take n,1I J'easonable steps to ensure t.hftt the Silvert,()n 
TralllwftY and the lo('omotives ftnt! rolling stock thereon shall h8 ",cquired and vest"d 
ill Th~ Sonth Auetrali,u, Railways Commissioner, 

COAL INDUSTRY (TASMANIA), 

No. 84 of 1949. 

An Act to provide means for Securing and 
lVlaintaining adequate Supplies of Coal to 
assist in meeting the need for that commodity 
throughout Australia and for providing for 
the Regulation and Improvement of the Coal 
Industry in the State of Tasmania, and for 
other purposes. 

[A"scntcd to 28th October, 1949.] 

WHEREAS it has been agreed between the Governments of the 
Oommonwealth of Australia and of the State of Tasmania 

th(tt they shall take measures for securing and maintaining supplies 
of cO(tl to assist in meeting the need for that commodity throughout 
Australia and in trade with other countries, and for providing for the 
regulation and improvement of the Ooal Industry in the State of 
Tasmania and for other matters relating to the production, supply and 
distribution of coal: 


