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the Primary Produce Export Orgam:zation Act 1935, shall each be liable 
to pay to the appropriate Board, as defined by the next succeeding 
sub-section, all moneys paid to the organization as such a prescribed 
organization which have not been expended by the organization in 
pursuance of that Act before the commencement of this Act. 

(2.) The appropriate Board shall, for the purposes of this section 
be-

(a) in relation to the Egg Producers' Council-the Australian 
Egg Board constituted under the Egg Export Control Act 
1947; and 

(b) in rdation to the Australian Apple and Pear Export Council
the Australian Apple and Pear Board constituted under 
the Apple and Pear Organization Act 1938-1947. 

(3.) A Board shall pay all moneys received by it in pursuance 
of this section into an account maintained by the Board with the 
Commonwealth Bank of Australia in pursuance of the Act constituting 
the Board, and all moneys so paid shall form part of the export fund 
established by that Act. 

(4.) All liabilities of an organization referred to in this section 
incurred in the course of the performance of its functions as a 
prescribed organization, and outstanding at the date of commencement 
of this Act, shall, upon that date, become liabilities of the appropriate 
Board and may be discharged by payment out of the appropriate 
export fund. 

THE SCHEDULE. 

ACTS REPEALED. 

Primary Produce Export Organization Act 1935. 
Primary Produce Export Charges Act 1935. 
Primary Produce Export Charges Act 1937. 
Primarll Produce Export Charges Act 1938. 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES (NATIONAL 
STANDARDS), 

No. 29 of 1948. 

An Act relating to Weights and Measures. 

[Assented to 24th June, 1948.] 
[Date of commencement, 22nd July, 1948.) 

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, the Senate, 
and the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of 

Australia, as follows :-

1. This Act may be cited as the Weights and Measures (National 
Standards) Act 1948. 
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2. In this Act, unless the contrary intention appears- Definitions. 

" Australia" includes the Territories of the Oommonwealth ; 
"Oommonwealth legal unit of measurement" means a unit of 

measurement prescribed in pursuance of section five of this 
Act; 

'" Oommonwealth standard of measurement" means a standard 
of measurement maintained by the Oouncil in pursuance of 
section six of this Act; 

." Territory" means a Territory IDlder the authority of the 
Oommonwealth ; 

.. the Oommission" means the National Standards Oommission 
constituted under this Act; 

H the Oouncil" means the Oommonwealth Oouncil for Scientific 
and Industrial Research constituted under the Science and 
Industry Research Act 1920-1945. 
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3. Nothing in this Act shall affect thc operation of any provisions Certain Iawe 
f th I f "t t T't l' . . t' . not affected. () e aw 0 a t\ a e or ern ory re,atll1g to Improper prac ICes III 

connexion with weights and measures. 

4. The application of this Act shall extend to all the Territories Application of 

of the Oommonwealth. 4~:r~~ries. 

5.-(1.) The regulations may prescribe units of measurement of Units of 
. . measurement 

any phYSICal quantIty. 
(2.) The prescribed units of measurement of a physical quantity 

shall be the sole legal units of measurement of that physical quantity. 

6.-(1.) To provide means by which measurements may be made Standard.. of 
. 1 h I I . f f mer.ilurement. m tenns of the Oommonwea t ega umts 0 measurement 0 any 
physical quantity, the Oouncil shall maintain one or more prescribed 
:standards of measurement of that physical quantity. 

(2.) Any measurement of a physical quantity made by the Oouncil 
by means of, by reference to, by comparison with or by derivation 
from any such standard of measurement and expressed in terms of 
.a Commonwealth legal unit of measurement shall, for all legal purposes, 
be deemed to be a measurement in terms of that Oommonwealth legal 
unit of measurement. 

7.-(1.) The Oouncil may maintain one or more prescribed working Workln~ 
d d f . f h' 1 ." standard- of stan ar s 0 measurement III respect 0 any p YSlCa quantIty lOr me ... urem~nt. 

which there is a Oommonwealth standard of measurement. 

(2.) Every such working standard shall be verified and reverified, 
as prescribed, and at the prescribed intervals of time, by means of, by 
reference to, by comparison with or by derivation from the appropriate 
Commonwealth standard of measurement. 

(3.) Any standard of measurement referred to in the law of any 
State or Territory in respect of a physical quantity for which there is 
a Commonwealth standard of measurement may, at the request of the 
appropriate authority of the State or Territory concerned, and with 
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the approval of the Commif\sion, b~· vedicd and reverified, as pre
scrihed, and at the prescribed intervals of time, by Illl'allS of, by 
referenee to, hy comparison with or hy rl(:l'ivation from tl18 nppropriate 
Commonwealth standard of measurement. 

(4.) Every such standard of meafmrmnent "hall, subject to 
verification and reverifieation as provided by tlw last preeeding 
sub-seetion, be deemed to be a working standard of measurement 
maintained by the Council. 

8. When, for any legal purpose, it is necessary toaseertain whether 
a measurement of a physical quantity for which there is a Common
wealth standard of measurement has been made in terms of the 
Commonwealth legal units of mea;:;uremellt of that physieal qnantity, 
that fact shall be ascertained bv means of, bv reference to, bv 
comparison with or by derivation ·from-" • 

(a) the appropriate Commonwealth standard of measurement of 
that physical quantity; 

(b) a working standard of measurement of that physical quantity· 
maintained, or deemed to be maintained, by the 
Council; or 

(c) a standard of measurement of that physical quantity, which 
has been verified and reverified, as prescrihed, and at the 
prescribed intervals of time, by llleans of, by reference to, 
by comparison with or by derivation from--

(i) the appropriate Commonwealth standard of measure
ment; or 

(ii) an appropriate working standard of measurement 
maintained, or deemed to he maintained, by the 
Council, . 

and not in any other manner. 

9. When, for any legal purpose, it is necessary to express the 
measurement of a physical quantity made in terms of one of the 
Commonwealth legal units of measurement of that physical quantity 
as a measurement made in terms of another Commonwealth legal 
unit of measurement, the prescribed conversion factors shall, where 
applicable, be used. 

TradecontrscU, 10.-(1.) On or after the date from which the Commonwealth 
~~!"or In legal units of measurement of any physical quantity are the sole 
~~~~~:ealtb legal units of measurement of that physical quantity-
of measurement. . . 

(a) every contract, dealmg or other transactIOn made or entered 
into for any work, goods or other thing which is to he 
done, sold, carried or agreed for by measurement of that 
physical quantity shall be made or entered into in terms 
of the corresponding Commonwealth legal unit of 
measurement of that physical quantity, or in terms of 
some multiple or part of that unit, and if not so entered 
into ~hall be void; and 
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(b) all taxes, duties, charges and tolls charged or collected, under 
or in pursuance of any law of the Commonwealth or of a 
State or Territory, according to measurement of that 
physical quantity shall be charged or collected in terms, 
of the corresponding Commonwealth legal unit of measure
ment of that physical quantity or in terms of some multiple 
or part of that unit. 

(2.) This section shall not apply to a contract, dealing or transaction 
made or entered into in connexion with tk" exportation of goods 
from, or the importation of goods into, Australia. 
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11.--(1.) The regulations may provide that a prescribed Common- Use?f 

wealth legal unit of measurement of a physical quantity shall be used K~~c~:ar 
only for the purpose of a prescribed transaction, or for the purpose ~~';~~':;l~~ 
of the transactions indllded in a prescribed class of transactions, and traD9actioD9, 

;'l.lly other transaction for the purpose of which that Commonwealth 
kgal nni t of r11f~asurement is used shall be void. 

(2.) The regulations may provide that a prescribed transaction, 
or the transactions included in it prescribed dass of transactions, shall 
bp made or entered into in terms of a prescribed Commonwralth legal 
unit. of measurement and any Rueh transaction made or entered into 
otherwise tha,n in terms of that Commonwealth legal unit of measurp-
ment shall be void. " 

12. Every means of measurement which is required bv anv law Veritlcatlon 

f h C 1 h .." 'r' b" 'fi" d of means of o . t. e ommonwea t or of a ~tate or erntory to even e or measurement. 

reverifi0d for any purpose shall be verified or reverified in terms of 
the appropriate Commonwealth legal unit of measurement, or 1Il 

terms of some multiple or part of that unit. 

13.--(1.) There shall be a National Standards Commission, the NatIonal 

f . f h' h h 11 bd' h 11 If , , , h Standards unctIOns 0 w le s a e to a VIse t e lu,llllster WIt respect to Commis.ion. 

weights and measures. 

(2.) The Commission shall consist of five members, who shall be 
appointed by the Minister and shall hold office, during his pleasure, 
on such terms and conditions as the Minister determines. 

(3.) Of the member,; of the Commission-

(a) three shall be nominated by the Council; and 
(b) one shall be nominated, on account of his scientific knowledge, 

by the other four members of the Commission. 

14. The Governor-General may make regulations, not inconsistent RegulatIons 

with this Act, prescribing all matters whi.ch are required or permitted 
to be prescribed or which are necessary or convenient to be prescribed 
for carrying out or gi.ving effeet to this Art. 


