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An Act to Regulate the Treatment of Venereal Diseases, 
and to prevent the Spread of such Diseases, and 
for purposes incidental thereto or consequent 
thereon. 

.J Assented to, December IS!, I920. ] 

BE it Enacted by the Governor of the State of South Australia, 
_ with the advice and consent of the Parliament thereof, a.s 
follows: 

1. This Act may be cited as the" Venereal Diseases Act, 1920." Short title. 

2. (1) This Act shall come into operation on a day to be fixed Oommencement of 

by the Governor by proclamation, and either generally throughout Act. 

the State or in such part 01' parts of the State as are specified in the 
pl·oclamation. 

(2) If by any proclamation made under subsection (1) hereof the 
operation of this Act is limited to a specified. part 01' parts of the 
State, the Governor may by a subsequent proclamation extend such 
operation to the remaining portion of the State, 01' any specified part 
or parts thereof, as from a date to be specified in the proclamation. 

3. In this Act, unless inconsistent with the context or subject Interpretation. 
mattcr- Of. N.S.W., 46, 1918, 

s.2. 
" Chihl " means a person under the age of sixteen years: 
"Medical practitioner" means legally qualified medical prac

titioner registered in South Australia: 
" Minister" means the Minister of Health, or the Minister for 

the time being administ.ering this Act: 
" Prescribed" means prescribed by this Act 01' by regulations 

made under this Act: " Venereal 
A-1442 
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Treatment by medical 
practitioner only. 
Ibid., s. 3. 

Pt'rBons suffering 
from venereal disease 
to place themselves 
under treatment. 

Ibid., s. 4. 

PE'naIty for divulging 
name or address of 
person suffering from 
any vE'nereal disease. 

Persons suffering 
from vpnereal 
disea.e to continue 
under treatment. 

Ibid., s. Ii. 
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" Venereal disease" means gonorrhrea, gleet, gonorrhreal 
ophthalmia, syphilis, soft chancre, venereal warts, or 
venereal granuloma: 

4. (1) No person other than a medical practitioner, or a person 
acting under the direct instructions of a medical practitioner, shall 
attend upon or prescribe for or supply any drug or medicine to any 
person suffering from any venereal disease for the purpose of curing, 
alleviating, or treating such disease. 

(2) This section shall not apply to a registered pharmaceutical 
chemist who-

(a) dispenses to the patient of a medical practitioner the pre
scription of such practitioner, if such prescription is 
dated, and bears the address and usual signatlire (in
cluding the surname) of such practitiolle1', or 

(b) III the ordinary course of business, sells or supplies any 
drug or medicine (except such drugs or medicine as is 
specified by regulations made under this Act) if such 
drug or medicine is not prescribed by such chemist for 
any person suffering from any venereal disease for the 
purpose of curing, alleviating, or treating such disease. 

(3) Any person contravening this section shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding Fifty Pounds, or to imprisonment for any term 
not exceeding six months. 

5. (1) Every person suffering from any venereal disease, or sus
pecting that he is so suffering, shall within three days of becoming 
awal'e of his condition, 

( a) consult a medical practitioner there 011 , furnish his correct 
full name, occupation, and address to such practitionel', 
and place himself under treatment by such practitioner, 
or 

(b) attend at some hospital or other place prescribed for the 
purpose and place himself under treatment thereat, 

(2) Any person contravening subsection (1) hereof shall be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding One Hundred Pounds, or to imprison
ment for a period not exceeding three months. 

(3) Any medical practitioner who, otherwise than in accordance 
with the provisions of this Act, communicates to any person, or in 
any other way makes known, any name or address furnished to him 
pursuan t to subsection (1) hereof shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding One Hundred Pounds, and shall be deemed to be guilty 
of pl'ofessionally infamous conduct. 

6. (1) Every person suffering from any venereal disease who 
has consulted and placed himself un del' treatment by a medical 
practitioner, or who has attended and placed himself under treat· 
ment at a hospital or other prescribed place, shall (until he has 
received a certificate that he is cured of or is free from venel'eal 

disease) 
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disease) visit or cause himself to be attended by a medical practi
tioner, or attend at a hospital or other prescribed place, for the 
purpose of treatment and advice, at least once in every such period 
as is prescribed, and shall follow the advice given by such medical 
practitioner or by a medical practitioner at such hospital or place. 

(2) Any person contravening this section shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds. 

7. (1) If any person suffering from any venereal disease who has Change of address. 

consulted and placed him~elf undeI' treatment by a medical practi- Ibid., s. 6. 

tioner changes his address he shall, within seven days, notify the 
said practitioner of such change, and of the address to which he has 
gone. 

(2) Any person contravening this section shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding Five Pounds. 

8. (1) If any person suffering from any venereal disease who has 
consulted and placed himself under treatment by a medical practi
tioner desires to discontin ue treatment by such medical practitioner 
and to place himself under treatment by some other medical practi-
tioner, or if the medical practitioner treating such person dies or for 
any reason is unable or unwilling to treat him further, such person 
shall, unless he places himself under treatment at some hospital or 
other prescribed place, forthwith consult and place himself under 
the treatment of another medical practitioner, and inform him of the 
name and last known address of the medical practitioner by whom 
he was previously treated. The medical practitioner so informed 
shall forthwith send to the medical practitioner by whom such person 
was previously treated (if the practitioner last mentioned is resident 
in South Australia) a notice in the prescribed form. 

(2) Any person contravening this section shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding Five Pounds. 

Change of medical 
practitioner. 
Ibid., 8. 7. 

9. The fact that a person who has been suffering from any Tre~tment. to 

venereal disease has ceased to be liable to convey infection, but has ~~~~lt~~~ hll cure 

not been cured, shall not exonerate such person from complying Ibid., s. 8. 

with the provisions of this Act with respect to treatment, or any 
medical practitioner from complying with the requirements of this 
Act with respect to notices. 

10. (1) If a medical practitionel' becomes aware that any person Rpporting cases. 

consulting him, 01' attended or treated by him, is suffering from Cf. ibid., B. 9. 

any venereal disease, such medical practitioner shall give notice 
thereof to the Inspector-General of Hospitals in the prescribed 
form, and within the prescribed period 

(2) Such notice shall contain such other particulars as are pre
scribed, but shall not disclose the name and address of the patient. 

(3) Any medical practitioner contravening this section shall be 
liable for a first offence to a penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds, 
and for any subsequent offence to a penalty of not less than Twenty 
Pounds, but not more than One Hundred Pounds. 11. (1) If 

3 
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NaJ.lle and address of 11. (1) If a person suffering from any venereal disease who has 
patient to be reported d d d b d' 1 . . f h d' 
on failure to continue been atten e or treate y a me lca practitIOner or suc lsease 
treatment. fails to consult or attend such medical practitioner during one such 
Of. ibid., s. 10. period as is pl'escribed for the purposes of section 6 or within ten 

days thereafter, and the medical practitioner has not before the ex
piration of such ten days received from another medical practi
tioner a notice that such person has placed himself undpr treat
ment by such other medical practitioner, such first-mentioned 
medical practitioner shall send to the Inspector-General of 
Hospitals, in a sealed envelope marked "Confidential," a notice 
of the facts in the prescribed form. 

(2) Any medical practitioner contravening this section shall be 
liable to a penalty of not exceeding Fifty Pounds, and for any subse
quent offence to a penalty of not less than Twenty Pounds and not 
more than One Hundred Pounds. 

Warnings to patients. 12. (1) Every medical practitioner who attends, treats, or advises 
Ibid., s. 11. any person for or in respect of any venereal disease from which 

such person is suffering, shall (except in the case of a child)-

Parents Ilnd guar
dians. 

Power to inform 
party to intended 
marriage that other 
party is suffering 
from venereal disease. 

Of. ibid., 8. 12. 

(a) by written notice in the prescribed form delivered to such 
person-

I. direct such person's attention to the infectious 
nature of the disease, and to the legal conse
quences of infecting others; and 

II. warn such person against contracting any marriage 
until certified under this Act as cured; and 

(b) give such person such printed information as may be pre· 
scribed regarding the disease and the duties of persons 
suffering therefrom. 

(2) Every medical practitioner who attends, treats, 01' gives advice 
with respect to a child suffering from venereal disease shall give to 
the parent or guardian or other person having the custody of the 
child such directions and printed information as may be prescribed. 

(3) Any medical practitioner contravening this section shall be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding Five Pounds. 

13. (1) If a medical practitioner has reason to believe that a 
person suffering from venereal disease consulting him or attended 
or'treated by him intends to contract a marriage, such medical 
practitioner shall inform the Inspector-General of Hospitals thereof. 

(2) The Inspector-General of Hospitals shall, after giving an 
intimation of his intention to the person suffering from such 
disease-

(a) inform any person whom he believes on reasonable grounds 
to be the other party to the proposed marriage that the 
person suffering from such disease is so suffering; and 

(b) give the like information to any parent or guardian of such 
party. (3) Every 
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(3) Every communication made in good faith in exercise or 
supposed exercise of any of the duties imposed by this section shall 
be absolutely privileged. 

(4) Any medical practitioner contravening this section shall be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds. 

14. Any person who, while suffering from any venereal disease Marriage of person 

in an infectious stage, marries, knowing that he is so suffering, shall ~~!:~f J::se. 

be guilty of a misdemeanour, and shall be liable to imprisonment for Ibid., s. 13. 

any period not exceeding five years, or to a penalty not exceeding 
Five Hundred Pounds, or to both such penalty and such imprison-
ment. 
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15. (1) \Vhen any person who has been suffering from venereal Certificates of cure or 
• • freedom from venereal 

dISeaSe becomes cured of or free from such dIsease, or has ceased to disease. 

be liable to convey infection, any medical practitioner, on being Ibiil., s. 14. 

satisfied thereof, shall, subject to the provisions of this Act, give to 
such person, at his request, a certificate in the prescribed form that 
such person is cured of or is free from venereal disease, or is no 
longer liable to convey infection, as the case may be. 

(2) Any medical practitioner who gives to any person a certifi
cate that such person is cured of or is free from venereal disease, or 
is no longer liable to convey infection, knowing the said certificate 
to be false in any material particular, or except under the conditions 
and in the circumstances prescribed with respect to such certificates 
by regulations under this A ct, shall be liable to imprisonment for a 
period not exceeding six months. 

16. Any person who uses for the purposes of or in relation to or Using certificate for 

in connection with prostitution any celtificate given by a medical ~~:!ti~~~i~!. 
practitioner under the provisions of section 15 shall be liable to a Ibid., s. 16. 

penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds. 

17. (1) Any parent, guardian, or other person having the custody Obligation.sof parents 
of any child suffering from venereal disease shall cause such child ahn~ldgu8rdJ.a:s .of 

•• • • • C 1 ren 8ullermg 
to be treated for such dIsease III accordance wlth the proVlslOns of from venereal disease. 
this Act. Cf. ibid., s. 16. 

(2) When any child is or becomes liable under this Act to do or 
submit to any act, matter, or thing, any parent or guardian or 
other person having the custody of such child who knows that such 
child is so liable shall exercise his authority to compel or induce 
such child to do or submit to such act, matter, or thing as aforesaid. 

(3) Any parent or guardian or other person having the custody of 
any such child who knows that such child has failed to comply 
with any provision of this Act 'shall report the fact, together with 
such particulars as may be prescribed, to the Inspector-General 
of Hospitals. 

(4) Any parent, guardian, or other person contravening this 
section shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding Ten Pounds. 

IS. (1) Any 
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Person suffering from 
venereal disease 
working in factories, 
ahops, and hotels. 
Ibid, s. 17. 

Employing person 
suffering from 
venereal disease to 
handle food. 

Protection of medical 
practitioner . 
Ibid., s. 18. 

Privacy of proceed
ings. 
Ibid .• s. 19. 
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18. (1) Any person who, knowing himself to be suffering from 
any venereal disease in an infectious stage, works in 01' about any 
factory, shop, hotel, restaurant, house, ship, boat, or other place in 
any capacity requiring him to handle food intended for human con
sumption, or in or about any hairdressing saloon, shall be liable to 
imprisonment for any period not exceeding one year, or to a penalty 
not exceeding One Hundred Pounds. 

(2) Any person who knowingly employs or continues to employ 
any person suffering from a venereal disease in an infectious stage 
at any work or in any capacity requiring him to handle food 
intended for human consumption shall be liable to a penalty of not 
less than Twenty Pounds and not more than One Hundred Pounds. 

19. No certificate, notice, or other communication, verbal or in 
writing, given by any medical practitioner for the purposes of this 
Act, bona fide and without negligence, that any person is suffering 
from venereal disease, shall be made the ground of any legal pro
ceedings, civil or criminal, against sut:h medical practitioner. 

20. (1) Any matter to be heard by a Special Magistrate under 
this Act shall be heard and decided in chambers, and in pl'ivate, 
and no person other than the Special Magistrate, the party con
cerned, the Inspector-General of Hospitals, and such officers, 
witnesses, or persons as the Special Magistrate may require, or 
at the request of the party concerned may permit, to be present, 
shall have access to or be permitted to be present in any room 
where the matter is being heard. 

(2) Every person who acts or assists in the administration of this 
Act, and every person present in any room where any matter under 
this Act is being heard, shall preserve and aid in preserving secrecy 
with regard to all matters and things which come to his knowledge 
while so acting or assisting. or present, and shall not communicate 
any such matter or thing to any other person, except in the per
formance of his duties under this Act, or in answer to some question 
which he is legally bound to answer. 

(3) Any person contravening this section shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding Fifty Pounds. 

No publication of 
proceedings in news
papers. 

21. (1) It ~hall not be lawful to publish in any newspaper the 
report of allY proceeding or matter heard in private under this Act, 
but this prohibition shall not extend to any reports which are 
published on the written authority of the Inspector.General of 
Hospitals. 

Ibid., s. 20. 

(2) Any person contravening this section shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding Fifty Pounds. 

Knowingly infecting 22. Any person who knowingly infects any other person with a 
with venerE'al disease. venereal disease, or knowingly does or permits or suffers to be done 
Ibid., s. 21. any act likely to lead to the infection of any other person with such 

a 
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a disease, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding One Hundred 
Pounds, or to imprisonment for any period not exceeding twelve 
months, or to both such penalty and such imprisonment. 
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23. Any person who, being th6 owner or occupier of any house, 
room, or place, knowingly permits any person suffering from 
venereal disease to occupy such house, room, or place for the 
purpose of prostitution, or to resort thither for such purpose, shall 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding One Hundred Pounds, or to 
impl'isonment for any period not exceeding twelve months: Pl'O
vided that no conviction under this section shall exempt the offender 
from any penal or other consequences to which he may be liable for 
keeping or being concerned in keeping a brothel or disorderly house, 
or for the nuisa.nce thereby occasioned. 

Keepers of disorderly 
houses. 
Ibid, s, 22. 

24. The Minister may arrange with the Board of Management of Free treatment. 

bl' h 't I t k ff' " . 'b d ~ ofpereons 8ufi'enng any pu lC OSpI a 0 rna e e ectlve provIsIon as prescrI e lor from venereal disease. 

the reception, accommodation, examination, and treatment free of Ibid., 8.24. 

charge of such numbers of persons, or such classes of persons, 
suffering from venereal disease as are prescribed. 

25. (1) No person shall publish any statement, whether by way AdvertisemeJ?-ts of 

of advertisement or otherwise, to promote the sale of any article as di::a~;s~ertaln 
a medicine, instrument, or appliance for the alleviation or cure of Ibid., s. 26. 

any venereal disease, or disease affecting the generative organs or 
functions, or of sexual impotence, or of any complaint or infirmity 
arising from or relating to sexual intercourse, or of female or men-
strual irregularities. 

(2) Any person who-

(a) affixes or inscribes any statement on any thing whatsoever 
so as to be visible to persons being in or passing along 
any street, road, highway, pathway, public place, or 
public conveyance; or 

(b) delivers or offers or exhibits any statement to any person 
being in or passing along any street, road, highway, 
pathway, public place, or public conveyance; or 

(c) throws any statement into or upon any street, road, high~ 
way, pathway, public place, or public conveyance, or into 
the area, yard, garden, or inclosure of any house; or 

(d) exhibits any statement to public view in any house, shop, 
or place; or 

(e) prints or publishes any statement in any newspaper; or 

(/) sells, offers, or shows, or sends by post, any statement to 
any person, 

shall be deemed to have published that statement. 

(3) In this section the word ,. statement" includes any document, 
book, or paper containing any statement. (4) Nothing 
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Seizure of articles 
capable of being used 
unlawfully for the 
alleviation of 
venereal diseape. 

Ibid., s. 26. 
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(4) Nothing in this section shall apply to any statement contained 
in any book, document, or paper pnblished in good faith for the 
advancement of medical or surgical science, or in any advertise
ment, notice, or l'ecommendation published by the authority of the 
Inspector-General of Hospitals, or in any publication sent only to 
medical practitioners or to registered pharmaceutical chemists for 
the purposes of their business. 

(5) Any person contravening this section shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding Fifty Pounds. 

26. (1) A Special Magistrat.e may, subject to the provisions of this 
Act, authorise by special warrant any member of the Police Force 
to enter into any house, office, shop, room, or other place, not being 
the house; office, shop, room, or surgery of a medical practitioner or 
of a registered pharmaceutical chemist, and to search for, seize, and 
bring before any such Magistrate all articles, medicines, instru
ments, or appliances found therein which are capable of being used 
for the alleviation or cure of any venereal disease. 

(2) No such warrant shall be issued except upon complaint madfl 
on oath by the Inspector-General of Hospitals that he has reason 
to believe and does believe that such articles, medicines, instruments, 
or appliances are kept, held, or exhibited in such house, office, shop, 
room, or place for the purpose of sale or unlawful use. 

(3) The member of the Police Force to whom any such special 
warrant is issued may, if necessary, obtain assistance and use force, 
by breaking open doors 01' otherwise, in order to effect an entrance. 

(4) Whenever any such articles, medicines, instIllments, or 
appliances are seized and brought before a Special Magistrate in 
pursuance of any such special warrant, such Magistrate shall there
upon issue a summons calling upon the occupier of the house, office, 
shop, room, or other place entered by virtue of such warrant to 
appear within seven days before such Magistrate to show cause 
why the articles, medicines, instruments, and appliances so seized 
should not be destroyed or forfeited. 

(5) The Special Magistrate issuing such summons shall-
(a) if the occupier or some other person claiming to be the 

owner of the articles, medicines, instruments, or 
appliances seized does not appear within the time 
limited; or 

(b) if the occupier or such other person appears and it is 
-proved that the articles, medicines, instruments, or 
appliances seized or any of them are of the eharacter 
stated in the warrant, and kept, held, or exhibited for 
the purpose of sale 01' unlawful use, 

order them, or any of them, to be destroyed or forfeited. 
(6) The Special Magistrate shall, if satisfied that the articles, 

medicines, instruments, and appliances seized are not of the 
character stated in the warrant, or are not kept, held, or exhibited 

for 
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for the purpose of sale or unlawful use, direct them to be restored 
to the occupier of the house, office, shop, room, or other place in 
which they were seized, or to the person appearing to be the owner 
thereof. 

27. (1) Whenever the Inspector-General of Hospitals is satisfied, 
by the certificate of a medical practitioner, or by statutory declara
tion, that there is reasonable ground to believe that any person is 
suffering from venereal disease and is not under treatment by any 
medical practitioner, he may issue an ordpr in writing, requiring 
such person to forthwith place himself under treatment by a medical 
practitioner. 

(2) If such person does not forthwith place himself under treat
ment by a medical practitioner, a Special Magistrate or any two 
Justices, on the complaint of the Inspector-General of Hospitals, 
or of a medical practitioner authorised in writing, either generally 
or in any particular case, for the purpose by the said Inspector
General, may, by warrant under his hand in the prescribed form 
and directed to the prescribed persons, order the person in default 
to be apPl'ehended and to be detained for any prescribed period, 
not exceeding four weeks, in any prescribed place for any clinical, 
chemical, bacteriological, or other examination or investigation 
necessary to ascertain whether such person is suffering from venereal 
disease, and it shall be lawful to make any such examination 01' 

investigation; and such warrant shall be a sufficient authority to 
all persons for the arrest and detention of such person in pursuance 
of the warrant and subject to the provisons of this Act. 

9 

CompUlsory exami
nation and treatment. 
Cf. Vic. 2868, 1916, 
8. 13 

(3) If the result of any such examination or investigation dis- Detention of diseased 

closes that such person is suffering from any venereal disease, and persons. 

the Inspector-General of Hospitals, after due inquiry into all the 
chcumstances, is of the opinion that further detention is necessary 
in the interests of such person and of the public welfare, and so 
repOl'ts to the Minister, then, on the recommendation of the Minister, 
the Govel'nor from time to time may order that such person shall be 
detained under such conditions, and in a prescribed or proclaimed 
place, and for such time, and be subject to such examination and 
treatment, as are necessal'y to insure that such person is cured 
of or is free from venel'eal disease, or has ceased to be HaMe to convey 
infection. The Governor may ex tend or vary any such order, or at 
any time terminate its operation, and thereafter, it found necessary, 
renew such order. Every such order shall be sufficient authority 
to all persons for the arrest and the removal or detention of such 
person in pursuance of the order until his release under the pro-
visions of this section and subject to the provisions of this Act. 

( 4) Any person undergoing detention under this section may Pow~r of J~dge or 
from time to time apply in writing in the prescribed form to a SpeCial Magistrate to 

release persoDs on 
Judge of the Supreme Court, or a Special Magistrate, to be examined cure. 

by two medical practitioners, and thereupon such Judge or Special 
Magistrate shall, by order, direct any two or more medical prac· 
titioners named in the order (one of whom shall be nominated by 
the patient or some other person on his behalf) to examine such 

B-1442 person 
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pel'son accordingly, and report the result of the examination to the 
Judge or Special Magistrate, and every officer or person in whose 
custody the person is shaH permit the examination. 

If after consideration of such report the Judge or Special Magis
trate is of opinion that the person is cured of or is free from 
venereal disease, or has ceased to be liable to convey infection. the 
Judge or Special Magistrate shall order the release of such person 
from detention, and he shall be released accordingly. 

No such application shall be made by any person so detained 
within three months after a like prior application has been made 
by such person. . 

Private treatment. (5) Any person undergoing detention under this section who 

Periodical examina
tion of persons 
detained. 

Protection of medical 
practitioner giving 
eertificate. 

Warrant may 
authorise use of 
foree. 
Cf •• W.A. Health 
Act Amendment Act, 
1915, 242j (7). 

proves to the satisfaction of the Minister that he can obtain and is 
prepared to undergo suitable treatment shall be released on the 
order of the Minister, subject to such conditions as the Minister 
Imposes. 

(6) Any person undergoing detention under this section shall, 
once at least in every period of three months~ beginning with the 
date of his arrest, be examined by two medical practitioners 
appointed by the Minister, either generally or in any particular case, 
for the purpose, in order to ascertain whether such person is cured 
of or is free from venereal dilSease or has ceased to be liable to con
vey infection, and such medical practitioners shall report to the 
Minister accordingly. 

If the Minister is satisfied that such person is cured of or is free 
from venereal disease, or has ceased to be liable to convey infection, 
the Minister shall order the release of such person from detention, 
and he shall be released accordingly. . 

'Vhere the person undergoing detention has been examined by 
order of a Judge or Special Magistrate under this section, an 
examination under this subsection shall not be necessary until a 
period of three months has elapsed after the first-mentioned exami· 
nation. 

(7) No person shall be detained under this section after he is 
cured of or is free from venereal disease or has ceased to be liable 
to convey infection. 

(8) No certifieate of any medical practitioner given for the pur
pose of this section or section 28, bona fide and without negligence, 
that any person (including any prisoner) is suffering from venereal 
disease, shall be admissible in evidence in any proceedings, civil or 
criminal, against such medical practitioner, or be made the groLlnd 
of any prosecution. action, or suit against him. 

(9) Every warrant issued hereunder may authorise the use of 
such force as may be necessary to cany it into complete effect, and 
shall have effect according to its tenor. and all members of the 
Police :Force shall, on sight of the warrant, aid and assist in its 
execution in so far as they may be requested so to do by any person 
to whom the warrant is directed. (lO) Any 

~ 

I 

I 
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(10) Any person who-

(a) cont~avenes any provision of this section by act or omIS
SIOn; or 

(b) obstructs the carrying into effect of any warrant 0]' order 
issued thereunder; or 

(c) refuses to do or submit to any thing which such person is 
by this section or by any such warrant or order re
quired to do or submit to; or 

(d) while undergoing detention under this section ]eaves, 
except as prescribed, any prescribed or proclaimed 
place before being lawfully discharged, 

shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds. 

11 

(11) The Governor may, by proclamation, appoint any public Proc~amation of 

hospital or any ward of any such hospital as a place in which ~;P~~s~858 1916 

persons may under this section be detained for treatment. s.4. lC. , , 

28. (1) Where a medical practitioner, duly appointed by the 
Minister, either generally or in any particular case, for the purpose, 
certifies in writing to the Minister that any prisoner in any gaol is 
suffering from any venereal disease, such prisoner may be brought 
before a Special Magistrate, and, on proof that such prisoner is so 
suffering, the Special Magistrate may order that such prisoner be 
detained under such conditions and in a prescribed or prodaimed 
place, and for such time, and be subject to such examination and 
treatment, as are llf~cessarv to ensure that he is cured of or is free 
from venereal disease, or is no longer liable to convey infection. 

(2) Such an order shall be sufficient authority to the keeper of 
the gaol to remove such prisoner to the prescribed or proclaimed 
place named in the order, and for his detention therein in pursuance 
of the order and subject to the pI'ovisions of this section. 

(:1) Dlll'ing any period of detention under this section such 
prisoner shall be deemed to be in legal custody, and the period of 
detention shall run concurrently with, but may exceed, the term of 
imprisonment to which snch prisoner has been sentenced. 

( -4) The provisions of subsection (4) of section 27 shall ex tend 
and apply to prisoners undergoing detention under this section. 

(5) If the Inspector-General of Hospitals is satisfied that any 
prisoner undergoing detention under this section is cured of or is 
free from venereal disease, or is no longer liable to convey infection, 
he shall so report to the Minister, and thereupon the Minister shall 
order that such prisoner be discharged, and such prisoner, unless his 
sentence has sooner expired, shall be remitted to his former custody 
to serve the remainder of his sentence. 

(6) Notwithstanding anything in any Act or any law to the con
trary, it shall be lawful for any medical practitioner or practitioners, 
duly appointed by the Minister, either generally or in any particular 
case, for the purpose, to examine any prisoner in any gaol, for the 
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purpose of ascertaining whether such prisoner is suffering from 
venereal disease, and to make such clinical, chemical, bacteriological, 
and other examinations and investigations as are necessary or ex
pedient for the purpose. 

(7) The provisions of this section shall extend and apply to per
sons detained in institutions under the State Children Act, 1895, 
and shall, with such alterations, modifications, and substitutions as 
are necessary, be read and construed accordingly: Provided that 
for the purpose of this subsection-

(a) upon the discharge of any such person from detention 
under this section. such person shall be I'eturned to the 
institution from which he was removed; and 

(b) any reference in this section to the keeper of a gaol shall be 
read and construed as a reference to the superintendent, 
matron, or manager of an institution. 

29. Where the person to be examined under the prOVISIons of 
section 27 or 28 is a female, the medical practitioner or, if the 
examination is to be made by more than one medical practitioner, 
one of the medical practitioners shall, if so desired by the person to 
be examined, be a female medical practitioner, if there is a female 
medical practitioner able and willing to act within twenty miles of 
the place where the examination is to be made, 

30. The Minister shall-

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

establish hospitals or places for the reception and treat
ment of persons suffering from venereal disease; 

arrange for the examination or treatment by medical 
practitioners of persons suffering from venereal disease 
and for the remuneration of'the practitioners under any 
such arrangement; 

provide by regulation for the reception, examination, and 
treatment of such persons at such hospitals and places 
or by such medical practitioners free of charge; 

arrange for chemical, bacteriological, and other examina-
tions and investigations free of charge to the patient 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether a person is 
suffering from, or is cured of or is free from, venereal 
disease, or is no longer liable to convey infection, and 
for the remuneration payable under any such arrange
ment; 

(e) arrange for the supply of drugs, medicines, and appliances 
for the treatment, alleviation, and cure of venereal 
disease in the case of persons unable, through poverty 
or otherwise, to pay for such drhgs, medicines, or 
appliances; and 

(f) provide for the preparation and distribution of information 
relating to venereal disease. 31. No 

I 
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31. No prosecution or proceeding for the recovcry of penalties Power w prosecute. 

undcr this Act shall be instituted except by the Inspector-Gelleral Ibid., s. 28. 

of Hospitals or some person thereunto authorised in writing by the 
said Inspector-General, either generally or in the particular case: 
Provided that nothing herein contained shall affect any right 
to institute proceedings independently of this section in respect of 
any aet or omission which is an offence at eommon law 01' under 
some Act other than this Act. 

32. 'Vithout limiting the operation of the provisions of this or 
any other Act, every person who, without legal justification 01' 

exeuse, falsely alleges, whether by words or otherwise, that any 
other person is suffering or has suffered from venereal disease 
(","hether the form of SHch disease is specified or not), shall be 
guilty of the offence of maliciously publishing a defamatory libel, 
and the provisions of section 304 of the Criminal Law Consolida-
tion Act, 1876, shall apply accordingly. 

33. (1) If any Judge or Special Magistrate or Justices of the 
Peace have reason to believe that any child, whether male or female, 
who is charged before such Judge or Special Magistrate or Justices 
with any crime or offence, is suffering from venereal disease, such 
Judge or Special Magistrate or Justices may, at any time, order an 
examination to be made of such child by a medical practitioner, 
either male or female. 

('2) III the event of the medical practitioner reporting that any 
sueh child is so suff~ring, the J uelge or Special Magistrate or Justices 
shall forthwith notify the Inspector-General of Hospitals in writing, 
who may thereupon deal with such child in manner prescribed. 

34. (1) The Governor may make regulations Ilot inconsistent with 
this Act, prescribing all things which by this Act are required, COIl
templated, or pelmitted to be prescribed, or which may be neces
sary or eon venient to be prescribed for giving effect to the provisions 
and objects of this Act. 

(~) Any such regulation may prescribe a penalty not exceeding 
Twenty Pounds for a breach of any regulation. 

35. All proceedings in respect of offences against this Act, not 
being indictable offences, shall be heard and determined by a 
Special Magistrate sitting alone and shall be disposed of summarily. 

36. There shall be an appeal in respect of proceedings in respect 
of offences against this Act. 
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37. In the event of an appeal in respect of proceedings against Appeal. 

this Act, a speeial case may be stated. 

In the name and on behalf of His Majesty, I hereby assent to Special case. 

this Bill. 
W. E. G. A. ·WEIGALL, Governor. 
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