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TASMANIA 

1 9 1 3. 

AN NO Q (J ART () 

GEC)R,GII REGIS. 
No. 38. 

AN ACr:I1 to consolidate 
relating to Coroners. 

L A.D. 
and amend the aw 1913. 

[24 Derember, 1 H] 3.] 

REi 1 enacted by His Excellency the Governor of Tl1smania. by and 
with tIle advice and consent of the Leg-islative Council and House of 
Assembly, in Parliament assembled, as follows :-

PART I. 
PRELIMINARY. 

]. This Act may be cited for all purposes as "The Coroners Act, Short title and 
19 J 3," and shall come into operation on tbe First day of January, commencement. 
One thousand nine hundred and fourteen. 

2 The Acts mentioned in Scherlule (1) are hereby repealed to the Repeal. 
extent specified in that scheci nIe. Schedule ll). 

Provided that-
I. All commissions,' appointments and removals of coroners, all Savings. 

proclamations, orders, rules, inquests, inquisitions, certifi-
cates, warrants, directions, instruments, documents, or 
writings, and generally all acts of authority which origin-
ated under or by virtue of any of the acts or enactments 
hereby repealed or the common law ,jurisdiction of <;\ 
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, Interpretation. 
" Attorney
General." 

" Body." 
" Constable." 

" Inquisition." 

" Medical 
practitioner. ,. 

" PI<rt.." 

" Registl'inioll 
Acts." . 

" Schedule." 
" Section." 
" Tasmania." 

" Act." 

Division of Act. 

4° GEORGII V No 38. 

CQroner~. 

coroner, and I:tre subsisting or in force at the commence
ment of this Act, shall, d~ hu as practicaole, enure for the 
purposes of this Act as fully and effectually as if ,they had 
originated under this Act, and accurdingly shaH, where 
necessary. be deemed to have so originated : 

II. All matters and proceedings commenced under the said Acts 
and enactments hereby repenled or any of them, and 
pending or in progress at the commencement of this Act, 
may be continued, completed, and enforced under this Act. 

3 In this Act, unless the context otherwise determines--
.• Att:lrney-General " includes any officer appointed to prosecute 

crimes, misdemeanors, and offences by virtue of the pro
visions contained in Section Five of the I mperial Act, 
9 Georg-ii 4, Chapter tl3 : 

" Body" includes any portion of a human body; 
" Constable" means any member of the Police Force of Tas

mania of or under the rank of lluperintendent ; 
,. Inquisition" inclmles an inquisition taken by or before a 

coroner without a jury; 
" Medical practitioner" means a legally qualified medical prac

titioner duly registered under" The Medical Act, 1908"; 
" Part" means part of this Act; 
" Registrati<)ll Acts" meanFl the Acts for the time being in force 

relating to the registration of deaths: 
" ~('hedule " means schedule to this Act; 
" Section" means section of this Act; 
" The State of Tasmania" means the island of Tasml:lnia and 

its dependencies, and includes territorial waters; 
"This Act" incluues any regulations thffeunder. 

4 This Act is divided into Eight parts, as follow;-
Part I.-Preliminary. (Sections I to 4 inclusive.) 
Part Il.- Appointment, Tenure, and Remuneration of 

Coroners. (Sections 5 to 7 inclusive.) 
Part 111.-Jurisdictioll of Coroners. (Sections 8 to 10 

incl usi ve. ) 
Part I V.-Inquests and Inquisitions. (Sections 11 to 29 

. inclusive.) , 
Part V.-Coronf'l's' Juries. (Sections 30 to 38 inclusive.) 
Part V 1.-Witnesses and J~vidence. (Sections 39 to 46 

inclusive.) 
Part VII.- Offences, Penalties, and Fines. (Sections 47 to 

55 inclusive.) 
Pan VIIl.-Miscellaneous. (Sections 56 to 66 inclusive.) 
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Coroners. 

PART 11. 

APPOINTMENT, TENURE, AND REMUNERATION OF CORONERS. 

5-(1) The Governor may from time to time, by commission 
under his hand, appoint fit persons to be coroners having juri,o;diction 
throughout the State of Tasmania, and holding> their offices during the 
Governor's pleasure. 

(2) Every person holding the office of coroner at the commence
ment of this Act shall be deemed to have heen appointed a coroner 
under this Act. but need not take and subscribe the oaths mentioned ill 
Section Six. 

6--(1) Every coroner shall, before acting, take and subscribe before 
a justice of the peace the oath of allegiance and the judicial oath pre
scribed by" The Promissory Oaths Act, 1869." 

(2) The justice before whom any such oath is taken shall forth \V i t h 
forward .the same to the Registrar of the Supreme Court to be enrolled 
and recorded therein. 

7--(1) There shaH be paid to a coroner for holding any inquest
I. A fee or sum at the rate of One Guinea in respect of every 

day in which he is engaged in holding the inquest: and 
also 

n. A further sum at the rate of Sixpence for every mile from 
and to his usual place of residence which he is obliged to 
travel in order to hold the inquest or attend any adjourn
ment thereof. 

(2) There shall, if the Attorney-General approves, be paid to a 
coroner who. after the making of a post-mortem examination pursuant 
to Subsection (2) of Section Forty, has found an inquest to be 
unnecessary and has dispensed therewith, the sum of Ten Shillings 
and Sixpence. 

,3) The Attorney-General may authorise the payment by the State 
Treasurer out of the Consolidated Revenue of suc:h sum as the 
A ttorney-General thinks fit, as an allowance for travelling, at the rate 
aforesaid, to any coroner who shows to the satisfaction of the Attorney
General that he has been compelled in the discharge of his office to 
travel from his usual place of abode for the purpose of making a 
preliminary inquiry concerning an inquest which, in the exercise of 
his discretion, he deemed to be unnecessary and deciined to hold. 

PART Ill. 
JURISDICTION OF CORONERS .. 
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A.D.1913. 

Appointment and 
tenure. 
37 Vict. :--; o. 1:-3, 
s.2. 

Oaths to be 
to,ken. 
:}:3 Vlct, No. 25. 

Coronet's' fee~ 
and tl'a velling 
allowance. 

Cf. 37 Vict. 
No. 13. ,So 21 &; 
22. 

Cf. 47 & 48 Yict. 
N o. ~32, 8. 28 
CS.A.). 

8 Subject to the provisions of Section Ten as to inquests of death, Jurisdiction ot 
every coroner shall have jurisdiction to inquire into and shall inquire coroners.. 
into- Cf. 9 Ed. VII. 

1. The manner and cause of the death of any person w ho-- No. 33, I. 10. 
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A.D.I9I3. 

37 Vict. No. 13, 
" s. u. 

Powers of 
coroner. 

Cf. No. 2343 of 
1911, s. 7 (Vic.)~ 

Coroner being· 
medical prac
t.itioner not to 
hold inquests in 
certain ca ses. 
37 Vict. No. 13, 
s.4. 

Inquest to be held 
by coroner only. 
9 Ed. VIT. 
No. 33, s. 3. 
Exceptions. 

4° GEORGII V No. 38. 

Coroners. 

(a; Is killed; or 
(b) Is found drowned; or 
( c) Dies a sudden death of which the cause is unknown; 

or 
Cd) Dies under any suspicious or unusual circumstances; 

or 
(e) Dies in prison; or 
(f) Dies while detained in any lunatic asylum; or 
(g) Dies in sllch place or under such circllmstances as to 

require an inquest in pursuance of any Act-
and whose body 1S lying dead within the State of Tas
maI!ia : 

H. The cause and origin of any fire whereby any property of 
any kind whatsoever is destroyed or damaged-

Ca) If he is of opinion that such an inquiry ought to be 
held; or 

(b) If the Attorney-General directs him to hold an 
inquiry. 

9 Every coroner shall have, in respect to all inquests, all the powers, 
authority, and jurisdiction that now belong by the common law to the 
office of a co'unh' coroner in Ellgland, except so far as the same are 
varied by or are inconsistent with this Act . . , 

10 No coroner, being a medical practitioner, shall be competent or 
compellable to hold an inquest upon the body of any person whom he 
attended professionally at or immediately before such person's death, 
or during his last illness. 

PART IV. 
INQUESTS AND INQUISITIONS. 

Inquests. 

11 It shall not be necessary for any coroner when holding an 
inquest to have the same taken and made by jurors unless-

I. In any case-
(a) The coroner considers it desirable to have a jury; or 
(b) The Attorney -General directs the coroner to hold 

the inquest with a jury: or 
11. In the case of an inquest of death-

t a) Any relative; or 
Cb) Any friend-

of the deceased person touching whose death the inquest is 
about to be held, makes a request in writing to the coroner 
for a jury prior to the commencement of the inquiry. • 
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12 A coroner, if he thinks it expedient to do so, may open an 
inquest upon a Sunday c')ncerning the death of any person, and proceed 
with the same for the purpose of viewing, examining, or making a 
post-mortem examination of the body. and thereupon the coroner may 
order the body to be interred, and may adjourn the said inquest to 
any subsequent day for the further investigation of the matter. 

13 Except a view is ordered by the Supreme Court or a judge 
thereof under Section Seventeen, it shall not be necessary for the 
coroner or the jury on any inquest of death to view the body of the 
deceased unless the coroner deem~ it adVIsable to do so. 

14-(1) WheJ'f~ an inquest concerning the death of any person is 
held by a coroner without a jury the coroner and where ~mch inquest 
is held by a coroner with a jury the comner and jury shall if the 
coroner deems it advisable, view the body as instructed by the coroner 
and at any stage of the inquest he may direct. 
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A.n 1913 

Inquest may be 
opened on a 
Sunday. 
9 Ed. VII. 
NI'. 33, S. 7. 

View of body 
not necessary, &c. 
9 Ed. VII. 
No. 33, s. 8. 

Proceedings at 
inquest of death. 
50 & 51 Vict., 
c. 71, s. 4 (1). 

(2) The coroner shall examine on oath touching the death all per
sons who tender their evidence respecting the facts whom he thinks it 
expedient to examine. 

(3) After viewing the body- if a view is had-and hearing the Inquisition. 
evidence, the coroner shall give his decision or finding, or the jury Ibid., s. 4, (3). 
their verdict, as the case may be, and certify it by an inquisition in 
writing setting forth, so far as such particulars have been proved-

I. Who the deceased was: 
n. How, when, and where the deceased Clme by his death: and 

Ill. If he came by his death by murder or manslaughter, the 
persons (if any) found to have been guilty of such murder 
or manslaughter or of being accessories before the fact to 
such murder. 

(4) The coroner or the jury, as the case may be, shall also Cf. 59 Vict. No. 
inquire of, and so far as practicable find, the particulars for the time 9, s. 26 (Tas.). 
being required by the Registration Acts to be registered concerning 
the death. 

e 5) When an inq !Jest is held touching the death of an infant in the Inquests upon 
care or charge of a person registered in respect of a nursing home inf~ntts ddying l~ 

d Th I £: L' l' P . A 1 7" hI' regIS ere nurSIng un er" e nlant ue rotectlOn et, 90, t e coroner or t.lle Jury, homes &:c. 
as the case may be, shall inquire, not only into the immediate cause of 7 Ed. 'VII. 
death, but also into all such circumstances as may throw light upon the No. 51, s. ]3. 
treatment and condition of the infant during life, and into such other 
matt.ers as, in the opinion of the coroner, require investigation in 
the interests of vublic justice. 

15-( 1) Where an inquest concerning a fire is held the coroner Proceedings at 
shall examine on oath touching the cause and origin of the fire all inquest of fire. 
persons who tender their evidence respecting the facts whom he thinks 
it expedient to examine. 

(~) After hearing the evidence the coroner shall give his decision or Inquisition. 
finding, or the jury their verdict, as the case may be, and certify it by 
an inquisition in writing setting forth, so far as such particulars have 
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A.D. 1913. 

Evidence to be 
put into writing. 

Depositions. 
See 1 Geo. V. 
No. 20, 8.134 (2). 

Ordering of 
coroner to hold 
inquest; or 
ordering another 
inquest. 
50 & 51 Vict. 
c. 71, s. 6. 
ef. 37 Viet. 
No. 13, s .•. 

Effect of decision 
where no jury. 
\:} Ed. VII. 
No. 33,8.6. 

4 GEORG1I ~. 

CO'roners. 

. $8 No. 

been proved, the cause and origin of the fire anci also--if the property 
destroyed or damaged by fire was wilfully set on fire and an offence 
thereby committed cognizable upon information filed in the Suprerrle 
Court-the persons (it any), found to have been guilty of such offence. 

16 Every coroner upon any inquisition whatsoever by or before him 
taken shall put in. writing the evidence given before him or as much 
thereof as is material. 

The depositions so taken shall be read over to and signed by the 
witnesses respectively who bave heen examined, and the comner shall 
also subscribe the same. 

17-(1) Where the Supreme Court or a judge. upon application 
made by or . under the authority of the Attorney-General, is satisfied 
either- . 

I. That a coroner refuses or neglects to hold an inquest which 
ought to be held: or 

11. Where an inquest has been held by a coroner, that, by reason 
of fraud, rejection of evidence, irregularity of proceedings, 
insufficiency of inquiry, or for any reason the court or 
judge deems sufficient, it is necessary or desirable in the 
interests of justice that another inquest should be held-

the court or judge-
(a) May order an inquest to be held; 
(b) May, if the court or judge thinks fit, order the said 

coroner to pay such costs of and incidental to the 
application as may seem just; and . 

(c) Where an inquest has already been held, may quash 
the inquisition on that inquest. 

(2) The court or jud~'e may order that such inquest shall be held 
either by the said coroner or by any other coroner; and the coroner 
ordered to hold the inquest shall for that purpose have the same powers 
and jurisdiction as and be deemed to be the said coroner: 

(3) Upon any such inquest, if the case is one of death, it shall not 
be necessary, unless the court or judge otherwise orders, to view the 
body; but save as aforesaid the inquest shall be held in like manner 
in all respects as any other inquest under this Act. 

(4) Such application may be made by motion or summons in the 
matter of the inquest. 

(5) The judges of the Supreme Court may make any rules and orders 
which they may consider -necessary for carrying the purposes of this 
section into effect and for regulating the times, form and mode of 
procedure, and generally the practice to be obRerved in the matters to 
which this section relates. 

18 Where an inquest is held hy a coroner without a jury-
f. The practice and proceedings thereat shall in all respects be 

had and taken as nearly as practicable as if the same were 
taken and made by jurors: 
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11. The decision of such coroner shall for all purposes have the 
like force and effect as the verdict or finding or a .i ury 
thereat: 

Ill. Any reference in any Act to a verdict or finding' of a ern'oner's 
jury shall be deemed to apply also to the finding of a 
coroner without a jury: 

IV. Such coroner shall have and lllay exercise the like powel's 
and authority in reference to such finding by himself as 
are exercisable on the finding by a jury at a coroner's 
inquest: and 

". The depo~itions taken shall on the trial of any person be as 
admissiblf' ill evidence as if such ueposirions had been 
taken at an inquest held bef;)re a coroner and a jury. 

19-(1) Every coroner upon any inquisition by or before him takt·n 
whereby any person is charged with murder or with being an acces
sory before the fact to r. urder, shall issue his warrant for the appre
hension and commitmt'nt of such person, if 811('h a warrallt has not 
previously heen issued. 

(2) Every coroner, upon any inquisition by 01' before him taken 
whereby any person is charged with--

I. M ansbugh ter: or 
11. Having wilfully set on fire an.\' property of any kind what

soever (such offence beiug cognizable upon information 
filed in the Supreme CouJ't)-

may issue his warrant for the' apprehension and commitment of such 
person. 

A.D.1913. 

Ibid., s. 4. 

Ibid., s. 4. 

Ibid., B. 4. 

Ibid., s. 5. 
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Procef'(lin~s upon 
inquisition 
chargillg penwn 
with murder. 
50 & 51 Vict., 
c. 71, s.5 (1). 
Proceedings upon 
inq uisition 
charging person 
with man
shmghter 0)' 

setting fire to 
property. 
Cf. 37 Vict. 
No. 13, s. 8. 

20-( I) Every coronet' upon any inquisition by or \Jefore him Admitting to 
taken whereby any pe1'son is charged with-- bail in C>18eS of 

manslaughter 
I. Manslaughter: or and setting fire to 

f! t laving wiltully set on fire any property ;,f an." kind what· property. 
soever (such offence being cognizable upon information cr. 37 Viet. 
fil d · h \,;! C '\ No. 13, 8. 9. e m t e oup!'cme ourtJ - 2 Geo. V. 

may if he think~ fit accept bail with good and sufficient sureties for N~. 2343, s. 13, 
the appearance of the person so charged at the next sittings of the (VlC.). 
Supreme ('ourt in its criminal jurisdiction at which the trial is to be. 

(2) Tllereupon sllch person. if in custody of any constable or bailiff 
or other otiicer of the corouer's court 01' in all y gaol under a warrant 
of commir,lllent i~sued by such COl'onel', shall be discharged therefrom. 

(~) If at any tilue before the trial such coroner is of Ipinion that 
the accused person ought to be admitted to tail he shall certify on the 
hack of the warrant of commitment his COllsent to such accllsed person 
being bailed, stating also the amount of bail which ought to be 
requirtd. 

(4) Any justice attending or being at the gaol where such accused 
person is in custody may on production of sllch certific~ate admit such 
~ccused person to bail ill lllanller herein mentioned, 
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Recognizances 
be taken. 
Schedule (2). 
Cf. 37 Vict. 
No. 13, s. 10. 

Power to bind 
witnesses by 
recognizanoe . 
2 Geo. V .. 
No. 2343, s. 15 
(VIC'). 

Recognizance 
fees. 
37 Vict. No. 13. 
s. 10. 

to 

Finding, &c., to 
be proceeded upon 
as upon COIIIIr.it
ment by a justice. 
2 Geo. V. 
No. 2::143, s. t5 
(Vie.). 

Verdict of felo de 
se abolished. 
Christian burial 
not to be forbidden. 
37 Vict. No. 13, 
s.16. 
D~odand8 
abOlished. 
37 Vict. No. 13, 
s.15. 
Person interested 
in inquests may 
attend and 
examine wit
nesse •• 
N .Z. Act. No. 213 
ofl908, 8, 7 (l). 

40 GEORGII V No. 38 

Coroners. 

21 In every case in which any coroner admits any person to bail 
he shall-

I. Cause recognizances to be taken according to the form in 
Schedule (2): and 

n. Give a notice thereof to every person so bound. 

22-( I) Every coroner, upon any inquisition by or before him 
taken whereby any person is charged with-

I. Murder: or 
n. Being an accessory before the fact to murder: or 

lIT. Manslaughter: or 
IV. Having wilfully set on fire any property of any kind what

soever (such offence being cognizable upon information 
filed in the Supreme Court)-

shall have authority to bind by recognizance all such persons a6 know 
or dt·clare anything material touching; the said. offence to appear at the 
next sitting (:f the Supreme Court in its criminal j utisdiction at which 
the trial is to be, then and there to prosecute or give evidence against 
the party charged. 

(2) Such coroner shall certify and subscribe all such recognizances. 

23 The like fees shall be paid LIpon entering into a recognizance 
as are payable in the case of any person entering into a like recogni
zance befure a justice, and the same when J'f>ceived shall be paid into 
the Consolidated Revenue. 

24-()) Every findiug at a coroner's inquest, and the warrant of 
commitment and recognizances of bail thereupon issued or taken, shall, 
for the purposes of the proseeution or discharge of the person com
mitttd or beld to bail and the enforcement of all such recognizalJces, 
be regarded as equivalent to an ordinary commitment or holding to 
bail by a justice. 

(~) It shall be competent to the Attorney-General to dispose of or 
proceed in the ease in all respects as if the charge had been primarily 
investigated before such justice and he had committed the accused or 
held him to bail to take his trial. 

25- (1) The verdict of felo d(~ se is herf>by abolished. 
(2) it shall not be lawful if)r the coroner, or any other person 

whomsoever, to forbid the rites of Christian burial at the interment of 
allY person who has committed suicide or died by his own act. 

26 There shall be no forfeiture of any chattel for or III respect of 
the same having moved to or caused the death of man. 

27-(1) A t any inquest any person who in the opinion of the 
coroner has a sufficient interest in the subject or result of the inquest

I. May attend personally or by counsel: and 
H. May ... e~amine and cross-e~amine witnesses; 
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Provided that such examination and cross-examination- A.D.1913. 
Ill. Is relevant to thp. subject of the inquest: and 
IV. Is conducted according to the law and practice of coroners' 

inquests. 
(2) With respect to every coroner's illquest on the body of any 

person whose death may have been caused by any explosion or accident 
in a mine or at any works (within the meaning of the expressions 
" mine" and ., works" attributed to them in "The Miniug Act. 5 Ed. VIl. 
1905") the following persons shall be deemed, for the purposes of this No. 23, 8.181. 
section, to have a sufficient interest in the subject or result of the 
inquest, namely~ 

I. The inspector of mines for the district: 
11. The widow or a relative of the deceased: 

111. The owner or manager of the said mine or works: 
IV. A representative of the miners' association for the district. 

Inquisitions and Procedure. 

28 The following enactments are hereby made with respect to pro
cedure at coroners' inquests-

I. The inquisition shall in every case be under the hand of the 
coroner, and if the inquest was held with a jury the 
inquisition shall also be under the hands of the jurors who 
concur in the verdict. An inquisition need not be nnder 
seal: 

11. An inquisition need not be on parchment, and may he written 
or printed, or partly written and partly printed, and may 
be according to the form contained in Schedule (2), and 
the statements therein may he made in conci~e and 
ordinary language: 

Ill. The coroner, after the termination of an inquest on any death. 
shall, within Eight days after the finding thereat, himself 
or by an agent authorised in writing, in compliance with 
the Registration Acts, inform the registrar of deaths, 
whose duty it is by law to register the death, of the par
ticulars required by the Registration Acts to be registered 
concerning the death or such thereof as could be ascertained, 
and also of the finding or verdict at the inquest, specify
ing the time and place of holding the inquest: 

IV. If a coroner holds or is about to hold an inquest upon any 
hody, but not otherwise, he may, if he thinks fit order the 
body to be buried before verdict and before registration of 
the death, and shall give a certificate of' his order in 
"riting under his hand to the undertaker or other person 
having charge of the funeral : 

v. A coroner holding an inquest upon the body of any infant 
who has died whilst in the care or charge of a person 
registered in respect of a nllrsing home under the pro
visions of "The Infant. Life Protection Act,. 1907," shall . 
report to the Attorney-General the cause of death, and 

Procedure. 
Of. 50 &: 51 Vict., 
c. 71,8. 18. 
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shall in such report make such remarks with respect to the 
matter as to him seem fit : 

Vl. Every Coroner shall forthwith after an inquisition found by 
or before him transmit the same and every recognizance 
taken· before him, with the depositions of witnesses and 
the statements (if any) of any accused person, to the 
Attorney-General for safe custody. . . 

Every such inquisition shall be forwarded by the 
Attorney-General to the Registrar of the Supreme Court 
to be enrolled and recorded therein. 

VII. A person charged by an inquisition with the offence of
(a) Murder; or 
(b) Of being accessory before the fact to a murder; or 
(c) Manslaughter; or 
(d) Having wilfully set on fire any property of any 

kind whatsoever-
shall be entitled to have from the person having for the 
time being the custody of the inquisition or of the 
depositions of the witnesses at the inquest, copies thereof 
on payment for the same at the rate of Fourpence for each 
folio of Sevt>nty-two words. 

InqUlsitlOn to be ~~9-(1) If in the opinion of the court having cognizance of the 
amended and not C?l.St. an inquisition finds sufficiently the matters required to be found 
quashed for h b h' . 
defects. t erl~ y, and were It charges a person wlth-
50 & 51 Vict. I. Murder: or 
c. 71, s. 20. II; Being an accessory before the fact to murder: or 

III. Manslaughter: or 
IV. Having wilfully set on fire any property of any kind what-

soever-· 
sufficiently designates that person and the offence charged, the inquisi
tion shall not be quashed for any defects, and the court may order the 
proper officer of the court to amend any defect in the inquisition, and 
any variance occurring between the inquisition and the evidence 
offered in proof. thereof,· if the court is of opinion that such defect 
or variance is not. material to the merits of the case, and that the 
defendant or person traversing the inquisition cannot be prejudiced by 
the amendment in his defence or traverse on the merits. 

The court may order the amendment on such terms as to postponing 
the trial to be had before the same or another jury as to the court may 
seem reasonable, and after the amendment the trial shall proceed in 
like manner, and the 'inquisition, verdict, and judgment shall be of 
the same effect, and the record shall be drawn up in the same form ID 

aH respects as if the inquisition had originally been in the form in 
which it stands when so amended. 

(2) For the purpose of any sllch amendment the Cl)urt niayrespite 
any of the recognizances taken before the coroner, and the persons 
bound by such recognizancesshall be bound without entering into any 
fresh recognizances to appear and prosecute, give evidence, or be tried 
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at the time and place to which t.he trial is postponed, as if they were A.D. I!JIS. 
originally bound by their recognizances to appear and prosecute, give 
evidence, or be tried at that time and place. 

PART V. 

CORON ERS' JURIES. 

30-(1) Where an inquest before any coroner is to be ta)..en and 
made by jurors, the coroner shall instruct a constable to summon 
persons to attend and serve as jurors on the inquest. 

(2) Such infiltructions may be given by-
I.. A precept issued under the hand of the coroner: or 

11. A telegram despatched by the coroner
and directed to the constable. 

fI 

Coroner's 
instructions where 
jury required. 
37 Vict. N 0.13, 
s.5. 
9 Ed. VII. 
No. 33, B. 3. 

31-(1) The constable so instructed as aforesaid shall, or, in his Constable to 
absence any other constable may forthwith sllmmon to. attend and summon Seven 

serve as jurors on such inquest Seven good and lawful men of the age :7e~ict. No. 13 
of not less than Twenty-one nor more than Sixty years, who are s . .!), and 
natural born or naturalized subjects of His Majesty and not subject to 9 Ed. VII. 
any legal incapacity. No. 33. s. 3. 

(2) The method of summoning any man so to serve maolv be either- 9NEd3·3VIIS; o. ,s.. 
1. A verbal command and the production to him of sHch precept 

or telegram as aforesaid : or 
H. Service upon him of a juror's summons signed by a constable. 

(3) Service of a juror'8 summons shall be effected either-
1. By delivering it to: or 

n. By leaving it at the usual abode of
the person to whom it is addressed. 

Service of 
summons. 
37Vict. No. IS, 
s.5. 

32 The foUowing persons shall not be liable to be summoned or to Persons ~xempt 
serve as jurors at any coroner's inquest :_ !Tom servmg as: 

All h f ·' b' Jurors 
I. persons w 0 are exempt rom I'ervmg as Jurors y vIrtue S C'o _ 

of any law of the Commonwealth for the time being in w~~lth ~~oNo. 2 
force and applicable to this State: ofl905, and 37 

n. The Governor, or the person for the time being administering Vict. No. 13, 
the Government of this State, and the Private Secretary to 8. 6. 
the Governor or such person: 

Ill. The members of the Executive Cooncil and the Clerk of that 
Council; 

The Judges of the Supreme Court; 
The members of either House of Parliament and the officers 

of Parliament; 
The recorder or chairman of any court of general or quarter 

sessions of the peace; 
The commissioner of a court of requests; 
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Persons 
die.qualified from 
serving as jurors 
in the case of 
mining fatalities. 
[) EJ. VII. 
No. 23, s. 186. 

Persons 
disqualified from 
serving as jurors 
where death 
occurs in a prison, 
&c. 
No. 54, 1901 
(N.S.W.). 

Disqualified 
persons not to be 
summoned or 
sworn. 

Constitution 
of jury. 
9 Ed. VII. 
No. 33, s. 3. 
Provision in case 
of mining fatality, 
&c. 

Discharge of 
jury on failure to 
find a verdict. 
9 Eo. VII. 
No. 33, s. 3. 

4° GEORGII V. 
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Any warden of mines; 
The coroners; 

No. 3~. 

The officers of the Public Service of the State; 
The ministerial officers of the Supreme Court or of any 

court of general or quarter sessions of the peace, or eourt of 
requests; 

The officers of any sheriff; and gaolers: 
IV. Clergymen; 

Officers of the lmperial Army or Navy on full pay; 
Practising barristers or attorneys:; 
Practising physicians o~ surgeons; 
Practising chemists and druggists. 

33 Where an inquest is held by a coroner, with a jury, on the body 
of any person whose death may have been caused by any explo!ilion 
or accident in a mine or at anv works (within the meaning of the 

.; , 
expressions~' mine" ami ,. works" attributed to them in "The Mining 
Act, 1905") no person-

1. Having a personal intf'rest in, or employed in or in the 
management of, the said mine or works: or 

11. Being a relative of the said person whose death may have 
bf'en so caused-

shall be qualified to serve on the jury-

34 Where an inquest is held by a coroner, with a jury, on the 
body of a prisoner who has died within a prison, gaol, or how'e of 
correction, no person who is-

I. An officer of: or 
11. A prisoner in: or 
1II. A pers(ln engaged in any kind of trade or dealing with-

the prison, gaol, or house of correction, shall be qualified to serve on 
the jury. 

35 The constable summoning the jurors shall not summon any 
disqualified person and the coroner shall not allow any di-qualified 
person to be sworn or sit on the jury. 

36-(1) The jury at .. IllY inquest shall consist of not less than 
Four nor more than Six persons, chosen by the coroner out of those 
who have been summoned to attend and serve as jurors thereat. 

(2) With respect to any inquest of the class referred to in Section 
T~irty-three whenever practicable One-half of the jurors shall be 
mIllers. 

37 In case the jury do not agree and return a verdict after deliberating 
Two hours, the cOl'oner may then discharge the jury, and thereupon 
may proceed anew to hold an inquest as if no inquest had been com
menced; bu t llone of the jurors so discharged shall be qualified to 
serve upon such new inque~t. 
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38 Every juror attending at an iuqueet aud actually serving upon A.D. 1913. 
the jury shall be entitled to receive for his services - f 

I. For each day's service such sum not exceeding the sum of ~ayment 0 

Ten Shillings as the coroner may, in writing, certify to be ~u~d.' vu. 
reasonable: and No. 33, s. 13. 

n. If his place of residence is more than Three miles distant by Travelling 
the nearest practicable road from the place where the expenees. 
inquest is held, an additional sum at the rate of Sixpence 
for every mile of such extrd distance by such road coming, 
and the like sum for returniug. 

PART VI. 
WITN ESSES AND EVTDENCE. 

Medical Witnesses, Post-mortems, and Remuneration. 
39-( 1) Where it appears to the coroner that the deceased person 

was not at or immediately before his death attended by any medical 
practitioner, sllch coroner may issue a summons for the attendance as 
a witness at the inquest of some medical practitioner in actual 
practice who resides near to the place where such inquest is held. 

(2) Where the deceased person was, at or immediately before his 
death, attended by a medical practitioner, the coroner shall issue a 
summons for his attendance. 

(3) Where the deceased person was 80 attended by more than One 
medical practitioner, the corouer may cause all or any of them to 
be summoned. 

~4) Where the body of the deceased person was, at or immediately 
after death, viewed or examined by any medical practitioner. the 
coroner shall issue a summons for his attendance. 

(5) Any medical witness summoned in pursuance of this section 
may be asked to give evidence as to how, in his opinion, the deceased 
came to his death. 

Coronor may 
summon any 
qualified medical 
witnesses. 
~7Vict. No. 13, 
1i1.12. 

50 and 51 Vict. 
c. 71, 8.21 (1). 

40-(1) The coroner, either. in any such summons as aforesaid or Post-~or.tem 
by an order or orders in writing, may at any time before the end of exam.lDlltlOns. 
h · d d' I '. . . . . I 37 VlCt. No. 13 t e mquest Irect any me !Ca practItIOner or practItIOners 10 actua 13 ' 

practice, as he thinks fit, to make a post-mortem examination or 8. • 

examinations of the body of t.he. deceased. with or without an analysis 
of the contents of the stomach or intestines, and to report thereon at 
the inquest. 

(2) If any coroner think~ it advisable to have a post-mortem 
examination made of-

I. The body of any person who has died a sudden death of 
which the cause is unknown: or 

11. A body respecting which a doubt exists wlwthel' it is that 
. of a still-born child-

t.o assist him in deciding whether or not an inquest ought to be held, 
he may at any time, and without holding an inquest, by an order in 
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Additional 
medical evidence. 
37 Vict. No. 13, 
IS. 14. 

Per80n guilty of 
negligent treat
ment Dot entitled 
to make post- . 
mortem. 
37 Vict. No. 13, 
s. 13. 

Remuneration to 
medical witne8"es. 
37 Viet. No. 13, 
s.23. 
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writing direct any medical practitioner in actual practice, as he thinks 
fit, to make a post-mortem examination of any such body, with ~r 
without an analvsis of the contents of the stomach or intestines, and 
to report thereo; to the coroner. 

41 Whenever during the course of an inquest it appears. to the 
coroner (whether sitting alone or with a jury) or to a majority of the 
jury (if any) at any inquest, that the cause of death has not been 
satisfactorily explained by the medical practitioner or practitioners or 
other witnesses examined in the first instance, the coroner shall-

I. Forthwith summon some other medical practitioner or prac
titioners in actual practice to be examined as a witne1s or 
witnesses at such inquest: and 

H. Direct him or them to make a post-mortem examination of 
the deceased, with or without an analysis of the contents of 
the stomach or intestines, whether such an examination 
has been previously made or not. 

42 If in any case it appears to the ~oroner that the death of a 
deceased person was probably caused partly or entirely by the improper 
or negligent treatment of a medical practitioner or other person, then 
such medical practitioner or other person shall not be allowed to make 
or assist at the post-mortem examination of the deceased, but he shall 
be allowed to be present thereat. 

43-( I) Wnen any medical practitioner has attended at an inquest 
ill obedience to any such summons as aforesaid he shall for such 
atte~dance and for giving eyidence at such inquest be entitled to 
recelve-

I. The remuneration of One Guinea, and (in addition thereto) 
for the making of any such post-mortem examinati0n the 
remuneration of Two Guineas: and 

It. If the place of his residence is more than One mile distant 
from the place where the inquest is held a sum at the rate 
of Two Shillings for every mile or part of a mile of such 
extra distance in addition. 

(2) When any medical practitioner has in obedience to .a coroner's 
order under Subsection (:2) of Section Forty, made a post-mortem 
examination of a body and furnished his report thereon in writing as 
req~ired by the coroner, he shall be entitled to receive for such 
sernces-

f. The remuneration of Two guineas: ano 
1£. If the place of his residence is more than One mile distant 

from the place where he makes the post-mortem exarr.ipa
tion, a sum at the rate of Two Shilhngs for every mile or 
part of a mile of such extra distance in addition. 

(3) vVhere a medical practitioner claims to be entitled to an allow
ance under this section for extra distance travelled, such travelling 
must be proved by his own statutory declaration to the coroner's 
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satisfaction, and the coroner shall certifv as to the correctness of the A.D. 1913. 
amount claimed. " 

(4) No remuneration shall be paid for the performance of any post
mortem examination instituted without the previous direction of the 
coroner. 

44 The coroner shall, upon demand, give to every medical prac- Coroner to give 
titioner entitled to receive remuneration under this Act, a certificate certificate of 

amount of 
under his hand of the amoullt of remuneration payable to such "e u leration 
practitioner, setting forth, so far as such particulars are known, the name pa~a~le. 
of the deceased person, the cause of death, and the day and place of 37 Vict. No, 13, 
holding the inquest, if an inquest has been held, and distinguishing s,24. 
any sums that may be payable for attendance as witness, for making a 
post-mortem examination, and for extra distance travelled, as the case 
may be. 

General. 

45 A coroner may issue a summons according to the form in 
Schednle (2) to allY person whose evidence he may deem nece~sary, to 
attend the inquest at a time and place named in the summons, and then 
and there to give evidence and be examined; and the coroner, either 
in the summons or by an order in writing may direct" any person to 
produce at the inquest whatever in his custody, 'possessIOn, or control, 
the coroner thinks ought to be produced. 

Coroner may 
summon any 
person as a 
witness. 

46 A coroner may, upon the request of any person who has Coroner may 
attended as a witness at any inquest (other than a medical witness), order payment 
Of h h' k fi d 'fi I . f of expenses of 
1 t e coroner tm s t so to 0, grant a certl cate to suc 1 person 0 witnesses. 
the amount of compensation which the coroner may deem reasonable 9 Ed. VII. 
for his expenses, trouble, and loss of time therein; such compensation No. 33, s. 11. 
to be computed at a rate not exceeding the rate of compensation for 
the time being allowed by the Supreme Court for the attendance of 
witneSSes before such court in criminal cases. 

PART VII. 
OFFENCES, PENALTIES, AND FINES. 

Corone1" s Power to Fine, 9rc. 
47 Where a person who has been duly sum:moned or commanded 

to atteml at any inquest-
I. As a juror: or 

11. As a witness-
fails or neglects to attend at the time and place Rpecified in such 
summons, or commanded, or at the time and place to which the 
inquest has been adjoumed, the coroner may cause such person to be 
openly called Three times to appear and serve as a juror; or to appear 

Power of coroner 
to punish 
defaulting jurors 
and witnesses. 
9 Ed. VII. 
No. 33, s. 15. 
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Powers of coroner 
on default in 
payment of fine~. 
9 Ed. VII. 
No. 33, 8. 16. 

Fines recoverable 
in summary way. 
9 Ed. VII. 
No. 33, s. 16. 

Power to punish 
for contempt. 
9 Ed. VII. 
No. 33, $.17. 
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and give evidence at the inquest, as the case may be, and upon the 
nOll-appearance of such person the coroner may impose upon such 
person a fine not exceeding Forty Shillings. 

Provided always that the coroner may in his discretion remit any 
such fine if it is proved to his satisfaction that the non· appearance of 
such person as a juror or witness was unavoidable. 

48 On default in payment of any fine imposed under Section 
Forty-seven, such fine not having been remitted uuder the provisions in 
that behalf in that section contained, the COl'onel' may in his dis
cretion-

I. Commit the person so making defimIt to any gaol for any 
period not exceeding Fourteen days, unless the fine be paid 
sooner: or 

11. Make out and sign a certificate stating-
(f],) The name, residence, and occupation of the person 

so making default: 
(b) The amount of the fine imposed: and 
~ c) The cause of the fine-

and transmit the said certificate to the clerk of petty 
sessions acting at the nearest police-office or place of hold
ing petty sessions. 

49 In every case in which a certificate has been transmitted to a clerk 
of petty sessions in pursuance of the provisions of Section Forty-eight, 
the payment of the fine shall he enforced, aud the fine shall be levied 
and recovered in a Rummary way, and subject to the like provisions 
and penalties in all reRpects as if the fine had heen pal·t of the fines 
imposed by justices in petty sessions at the said police-office or place 
of holding petty sessions. 

50 If any person-
I. Insults the coroner during the holding of any inquest: or 

11. Wilfully interrupts the proceedings of the court or the 
inquiry: or 

111. Obstructs or assaults any person in attendance at such 
inquest: or 

IV. Refuses without lawful or reasonable excuse to serve as a 
Juror: or 

v. Refuses without lawful excuse to answer a question put to 
him as a witness: or 

VI. Refuses or neg'lects to obey any lawful order of the coroner: or 
VII. Wilfully prevaricates in giving evidence-

he shall be guilty of contempt of conrt. and the coroner nlay punish 
him summarily by committing him to any gaol for any term of 
imprisonment not exceeding One calenuar month, or by imposing upon 
hIm a fine not exceeding the su m of Twenty Pounds. 
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51 If any fine imposed under the provlsIODS of Section Fifty 
is not paid forthwith, the coroner may commit the person upon whom 
such fine was imposed to any gaol for any term not exceeding One 
calendar month, unless the fine be sooner paid. 

Powel' of Supreme Court to Fine Coroner tor Neglect as to 
[nquisition, J"c. 

52 If a coroner fails to comply with the provisions of this Act with 
respect to the transmission of the inquisition, or to the taking and trans
mission of the depusitions and recognizances, the Supreme Court, upon 
application made by or under the authority of the Attorney-General, 
may upon proof of the said lion-compliance, in a summary manner, 
impose such fine upon the coroner as to the court seems fit. 

Summary Proceedings in Othel' Cases. 

733 

A.D. 1913. 

Committal on 
default in pay
ment of fine. 
9 Ed. VII. 
No. 33, s. 17. 

Fine on coroner 
for neglect as to 
i nq uisi tions, 
depositions, and 
recognizances. 
50 & 51 VicL, 
c. 71, s. 9. 

53 \\There any summons or Ol'der of any coroner issued or made Medical wit
under or by virtue of this Act, has been served personally on, or if nesses neglecting 
not personally served on has been received by any medical practitioner to obey summo~s 

. ... or order to forfeIt 
to whom the same was dIrected, or has been left at hIS usual resIdence and pav a penalty. 
or office, in suffIcient time for him to obey the same and he does not 37 ViC't. No. 13, 
obey such summons or order, he shall for every such neglect be liable s. 19. 
on conviction in a summary way to a penalty of not more than Twenty 
Pounds, unless at the he.ring of the case he shows a good and sufficient 
excuse for such neglect. 

54 If any constable fails or neglects to execute or obey any 
precept (l]' lawful command directed or given to him by any coroner he 
!'!h all , upon conviction in a summary way, be liable for every such 
failure 01' neglect toa penalty not exceeding Forty Shillings. 

TJiabiIity of 
con@table failing 
in duty under 
this Act. 
9 Ed. VII. 
No. 33, s. 14. 

55 If any undertaker or other person having charge of the funeral Liability of 
of a deceased persun ha~ received from a coroner a certificate of his undertaker, &c., 
order for the burial of the body of such person, and fails or neglects not delivering 
fi h . h d l' h °fi h' 0 ffi' . coroner's certifi~ ort WIt to elVer sue certI cate to t e IIHlllster or 0 clatmg person cate to minister. 
who is to bury or perform any funeral or religious service for the burial Cf. 59 Vict. 
of the j;;aid deceased, such undertaker or other person having charge of :No. 9, s. 31. 
the funeral shall, upon conviction in a summary way, be liable for every 
such failure or neglect to a penalty not exceeding Forty Shillings. 

PART VI1I. 

MISCELLANEO US. 

56 Every holder of a hotel or public-house licence shall, at the Hotel and public
request of any coroner or constable, receive into the hotel or public- house keepers to 

. dOh l' h 0 0 d h receive dead house mentlOne HI sue .Icence, or upon t e premIses occuple t ere-" . bodies upon 
with, any dead body brought to such hotel or PQblic-hou~e for the request. 

1908, No. 30, 
•• 23, N.Z. 
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Body of infant 
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home not to be 
buried without 
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7 Ed. VII. 
No 5], s. 13 

Saving of juris
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of powers, &c. 
9 Ed.\VII. 
No. 33, ss. ]7 
and l~. 

.; 

4° GEORGII V. No 38 

Coroners. 

purpose of' an inquest being held thereon : if he refuses to receive 
such dead body for the purpose aforesaid, he shall be liable upon 
conviction in a summary way, to a fiue not exceeding Five Pounds. 

Provided that this section shall not apply in any case where the 
hotel or public-house is situated within a distance of Three miles from 
any public morgue. 

57-(1) Where any prisoner is detained in any gaol under sentence, 
or awaiting trial, or on remand for any offence, or for any other lawful 
cause, and an inquest is pending at which it is deemed necessary that 
such prisoner should be present, the coroner before whom such inquest 
is to be heM may issue an order according to the form in Schedule 
(2.). 

(2) Every prisoner brought up under any such order shall be 
deemed to be in the legal custody of the police constable, gaoler. or 
other officer having the tempo"ary custody of such prisoner andacting 
under sllch order, who shall in due course return the prisoner into the 
custody from which the prisoner has been so brought up. 

58 No proceedings taken under the I;luthority of this Act shall take 
away, or affect, or be deemed to take away or affect the right of any 
person to sue for and recover c0mpensation for or in r~spect of any 
damage or injury occasiontd by the reckless or negligent use of fire. 

59 The body of an infant dying while in the care or charge of a 
person registered under "The Infant Life Protection Act, 1907," in 
respect of a nursing home. shall not (unless such infant is the child 
of such person) be buried without the production of a certificate 
authorisin~ the burial, under the hand of the coroner about to hold or 
holding the inquest on such body. The coroner may issue such 
certificate at any time he thinks fit. Such certificate shall be issued to 
the undertaker or other person having charge of the funeral. 

60-( I) Nothing in this Act contained shall in any manner 
prejudice, affect, or limit -

I. The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, or of any judge 
thereof, in relat:on to or over a coroner or his duties: or 

11. Any power now by law vested in any coroner to compel any 
person to appear as a juror, or to appear and gi ve evidence 
before him on any inques.t or other proceeding, or to 
punish any person for contempt of court in not so appearing. 
and gi ving evidence, or to punish any person guilty of or 
to repress contempt of court. 

(2) Save as in RO far as is inconsistent with this Act, any principle 
or rule of law, plactice, or procedure, or existing usage, or custom, 
shall, notwit.hstanding the repeal of any enactlllent by this Act1 remahl 
in full force, . ' 
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61 All fees and moneys payable under this Act to any person shall, A.D.19J8. 
upon payment thereof being authorised by the Attorney-General, be Payment of fees, 
paid by the Treasurer of the State from moneys appropriated by &c. 
Parliament out of the Consolidated Revenue. 

62 All informations for offences against the provisions of this Act, Procedure. 
and all penalties, fines, and forfeitures imposed by or under the pro-
visions of this Act, may be heard, determined, recovered, and enforced 
in a summary way by and before a police magist.rate or any Two or 
more justices in the mode prescribed by "The Magistrates' Summary 19 Vict. No. 8. 
Procedure Act." 

63 The money arising from all such fines, penalties, and forfeitul't's Appropriation of 
shal1 be paid into the Treasury and form part of the Consolidated penalties. 
Revenue. . 

Forms. 
64 The forms contained in Schedule (2\ or prescribed by regu- Schedule off'orn1!l 

lations, or forms to the same or the like effect, shall be deemed Schedule (2). 
sufficient and may be used in all proceedings by:and before coroners. 

Regulations. 
65 The Governor may make regulations --- negu1atioilS. 

I. For the conduct of and procedure relating to inquests: 
ill. For altering any of the forms in Schedule (2) and pre- Schedule (2). 

scribing other and additional forms: and :m. Generally as to any matters necessary or convenient to be 
prescribed for carrying . out or giving effect to the pro
visions of this Act. 

r~" . &'2 .' . 

, ...... .,f 
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Date and Number 
of Act. 

37 Vict. 
(1873) 

47 Vict. 
(1883) 

5() Vict. 
(1895) 

No. 13 

No. 21 

No. 9 

5 Bd. VII. No. 23 
(1905) 

7 Ed. VII. No.51 
(1907) 

Coroners. 

~ C HE DU LE 8. 

(I ). 

Title of Act. Extent of Hepeal. 

"The Corollf~rs Act, 1873" The whole Act 

"The Fire Brigades Act, 
1883 " 

" The Registration of Births 
and Deaths A{ t, 1895 " 

"'I.'he Mining Act, 1905" 

Section 14 

Section 26, so far as it applies to a 
coroner or coroner's jury; the 
whole of the proviso to &ection 
30 ; Schedule (9); and the words 
" or coroner" occurring in Section 
31. 

Section 184 

"The Infant Life Pro- Part of Section 13, namely, from 
tection Act, 1907 " "The coroner holding such in

q ueoot," in the fifth line, to the end 
of the 8ection 

9 Ed. VII. No. 33 "The Coroners Act, 1909" The whole Act 
(1909) 

(2). 

FORMS. 
(A.) 

"THE CORONERS ACT, 1913." 
ORDER FOR POST-MORTEM, UNDER SUBSECTION (2) OF 

SEl:TION 40. 
By virtue of this my order as Coroner for the State of Tasmania, and pur

suant to Subsection (2) of Section 40 of "The Coroners Act, 1913," you are 
required to attend, at , at 0' clock in the 
noon, and there-for the purpose of ascertaining the cause of death-to make, 
or assist in making, a post-mortem examination of the dead body of 
there lying, with [ or without] an analysis of the contents of the stomach and 
intestines [as the case may be], and thereupon to report in writing the result of 
that examination to me. 

Dated this day of 19 
Coroner. 

To 
Medical Practitioner. 

(B.) 
"THE CORONERS ACT, 1913." 

CORONER'S PRECEPT FOR RETURNING A JURY. 

TASMANIA } 
TO WIT. 

To a Constable of the State of Tasmania. 
By virtue of my office, I)hese are in His Majesty's name to require and conl

~and you upon sight hereof, to summon and warY'. SP,"AI1 il)oli and lawful men 



Coroners. 

duly .qualified of the State of Tasmania to be and app~ar before me, A.D. D13.'" 
EsqUIre, one of the Coroners for the State of Tasmania at [here state acGU-
rately the address at 'Which the inquest is to be held] in the said State, at 
of the clock in the noon precisely of ,the ' day of 

, one thousand nine hundred and , then and there to 
enquire of, do, and execute all such things as in His Majesty's name shall be 
~awfully given them in charge touching the death of' [or concern
Ing the cause and origin of a certain fire whereby [describe the property] was 
destroyed or damaged, as the case may be] and be you then there to certify what 
you shall have dODe in the premises; and further to do and execute what on 
behalf of our said Sovereign the King shall be then and thElre enjoined you. 

Given under my hand this day of , one thousand 
nine hundred and . 

TASMANIA} 
TO WIT. 

To 

Coroner. 

(C.) 
"THE CORONERS ACT, 1913." 

JUROR'S SUMMONS. 

By virtue of a precept under the hand of , Esquire, 
one of the coroners for the State of Tasmania, you are hereby summoned per-
,cmnally to be and appear before him as a juryman on the day 
of , !"t ':If the clock in the noon 
precisely, at , in the said State, then and there to enquire on His 
Majesty's behalf touching the death of [or concerning the cause and 
origin of a certain fire whereby [describe the property] was destroyed or damaged] 
and further to do and execute such other matters and things as shall be then and 
there given you in charge, and not to depart without leave. 

Hereof fail not at your peril. 
Dated this day of 

(D.) 
PROCLAMATION. 

,19 . 
CoDstable. 

"You good men of this State, summoned to appear here this day, to inquire 
for Our Sovereign Lord the King, when, where, how, and after what manner, 

came by his death [or into the '>'cause and origin of a 
certain fire whereby [describe the property] was destroyed Or damaged, as the case 
may be] answer to your names as you shall be called, every man at the first call, 
upon the pain and peril that shall fall thereon." 

(E.) 

PROCLAMATION FOR DEFAULT OF JURORS. 
"You good men who have been already severally called, and have made 

default, answer to your names and save your fine." 

(F.) 
OATH TO BE ADMINISTERED TO JURY. 

" You shall diligently inquire and true presentment make on behalf of our 
Sovereign Lord the King, when, where, how, and a~ter what mannerA.B. for 
a person unknown, as the case may be] ca.:me to hiS death [or what was the 
cause and origin of the fire by which [describe the property] was destroyed or 
damaged] and of such other matters relating to the sa.me a.s shall be lawfully 
required of you according to the evidence. So help you God." 

Section 31. 



A.D. 1913." 

·fGEORGII V No. 38. 
COTO'MrS. 

(G.) 

PROCLAMATION FOR THE ATTENDANCE OF WITNESSES. 

" If anyone can give evidence on behalf of Our Sovereign Lord the King, 
when, how, and after what manner A.B. came by his dea.th, let him come forth, 
and he shall be heard." . 

TASJlANU 1 
TO WIT. 5 

To 

(H.) 

" THE COBONEBS ACT, 1913." 

SUMMONS TO WITNESS. 

Whereas I am credibly informed that you can give evidence touching the 
death of , who now lies dead at , in the said State, 
[or concerning the cause and origin of a certain fire whereby [describe the pro
perty] was destroyed or damagedJ. Now by virtue of this my order as coroner 
for the State of Tasmania, you are hereby summoned and commanded personally 
to be and appea.r before me and my inquest, on next, the day 
of , at of the clock in the noon precisely, at [here state 
accurately the address at which the inquest is to be held], in the said State, 
then and there to give evidence and be examined on His Majesty's behalf touch
ing the death of the said deceased {or concerning the cause and origin of the said 
fire], and then and there to have and produce [state what is required to be pro
duced], and further to do and execute all such matters a.nd things as shall be then 
a.nd there demanded of you, and not to depart without leave. 

Hereof fail not at your peril. 
Dated this day. of , 19 

Coroner. 

(I.) 
,. TIut CoBolnms AOT, 1913." 

WARRANT AGAINST A WITNESS FOR CONTEMPT OF SUMMONS • 

. TASJ[QIA J 
TO WIT. 

Whereas I have received credible information that 
of , can give evidence on behalf of His Majesty 
touching the death of , now lying dead at , 
in the State of Tasmania. [or concerning the cause and origin of a certain fire 
whereby [de,cribe the property] was destroyed or damaged]: And whereas the 
said . having been duly summoned to appear 
and give evidence before me and my inquest touching the premises 
at the time and place in the said summons specified, of which oath 
hath been duly made before me, hath refused a.nd neglected so to 
do, to the great hindrance and delay of justice; these are therefore, by virtue 
of my offi~, in His Majesty's name, to charge and command you, or one of you, 
without delay, to apprehend and bring before me, one of His Majeaty's Coroners 
for the said State, now sitting at - aforesaid, by virtue of my 
said office, the body of the said , that he may be dealt with 
according to law, and for so doing this is your warrant. 

Given ullder my hand, this. day of , OIle 
thoU5&nd nine hundred &Dd 

Coroner. 
To 

State of Taamani •• 
I .. d to all constablfJI in the 
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(J.) 
RECOGNIZANCE OF JURORS AT AN ADJOURNED INQUEST. 

"You acknowledge yourself severally to owe to our Sovereign Lord the 
King the sum of pounds, to be levied on your goods and chattels, 
lands and tenements, for His Majesty's use, upon condition that if you and each 
of you do personally appear here again [or at an adjourned place] on 
next, being the . day of , at o'clock in the 

noon precisely, then and there to make further inquiry on behalf 
of Our said Lord the King touching the death of A.B. [or otherwise as the 
case may be J then this recognizance to be void or else to remain in full force. Are 
you content ~ " 

Record of L(lStmentioned Reco.qnizance. 
Be it remembered [names of jurors in full] of in the State of 

Tasmania, who were duly sworn and charged to inquire on behalf of our 
Sovereign Lord the King touching the death of [name of deceased] [or otherwise 
as the case may be] severally acknowledge to owe to our said Sovereign Lord 

. the King the sum of pounds each of good and lawful money 
to be lev;ied for the use of His Majesty on the several goods and chattels, lands, 
and tenements of any of them who shall make default in the following con
dition. 

The condition of this recognizance is such that if each of the above-bounden 
persons shall appear personally at [naming place] on [naming day] at [hour] 
o'clock in the noon precisely, then and there to make further inquiry 
touching the death of the said [deceased] [or the cause and origin of a fire 
whereby, &c., or otherwise, as the case may be] then this recognizance to be void, 
or else to remain in full force as against any of the said persons who shall not so 
appear. 

Taken and acknowledged this at [place] before me 

~K.) 

PROCLAMATION OF ADJOURNMENT. 

Coroner. 

" All manner of persons who have anything more to do at this court before 
the coroner may depart home at this time and give their attendance here again 
[or at the adjourned place] on next being the day of 
at o'clock. God save the King." 

(L.) 

PROCLAMATION AT ADJOURNED MEETING. 
" All manner of persons who have anything more to do at this court before 

the coroner on this inquest now to be taken and adjourned over to this time 
and place draw near and give your attendance. And you gentlemen of the jury 
who have been empanelled and sworn upon this inquest to inquire touching the 
death of R.F. [or otherwise, as the case may be] severally answer to your names 
and save your recognizances." 

(M.) 
"THE CORONERS ACT, 1913.'

SUMMONS TO MEDICAL WITNESSES. 
Coroner's Inquest a·t on the Body of 

By virtue of this my order as Coroner for the State of Tasmania, you are 
required to appear before me and my inquest at in the said State, on , 
the day of ,19, at of the clock in the lloon precisely, 
to give evidence touching the cause of death of [and then add, when 
t"hfi w1t""e8~ is required to make or q,8S~8t at a post-mortem exami~tion]. and 
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make, or assist in making, a post-mortem examination of the body, with [or 
without] an analysis of the contents of the stomach Or intestines, as the calf 
may be], and report thereon at the said inquest. ' 

Dated this day of , 19 

To 

TASMANIA t 
TO WIT. 5 

(N.) 

DEPOSITION OF WITNESS. 

Coroner. 

The examination of , of , taken and 
acknowledged on behalf of our Sovereign Lord the King, touching the death of 

. [or a certain fire ] at the house of , at , 
on the day of , one thousand nine hundred and 

, before !!, '. , one of H's Majesty's Coroners for the State of 
Tallllania, on the inquisition then and there taken. 

This deponent upon his oath saith as follows:-

(0.) 
"THE CORONERS ACT, 1913." 

ORDER FOR BRINGING UP PRISONER. 
To the keeper of the gaol at [insert name of place of detention] and to 

all members of the police force in the State of Tasmania. 
It is hereby ordered under Section Fifty seven of" The Coroners Act, 1913," 

that [here insert name of prisoner] a prisoner now in custody at the gaol at [here 
insert name of place of detf;ntion] be brought before nie, one of His 
Majesty's coroners for the State .of Tasmania, and the said [here insert name of 
prisoner] is to remain in the custody "of the officer, local gaolers, and constables 
acting under this order until he is in due course returned to the custody of the 
keeper of the gaol at [here insert name of place of detention]. 

Dated the day of 

TASMANIA ( 

TO WIT. I 

(P.) 

FORMAL PARTS OF INQUISITION. 
Taken Without a Jury. 

Coroner. 

An Inquisition taken for our Sovereign Lord the King at , in 
the Municipality of , within the State of Tasmania, this 

day of , one thousand nine hundred and 
[and by adjournment on the day of , or as the case 
may require by me . , Esquire, one of the coroners of our 
said Lord the King for the State of Tasmania, by law authorised to inquire 
for our said Lord the King. . 

H ere set out the following paragraph I. if the inquiry is as to a death, or 
paragraph n. if as to a fire:-

I. When, where, how, and after what manner C.D. [or a person to me 
unknown], [insert whose d"ad body has been viewed by me, if such 
is the case], came by death: 

II. Into the cause and origin of a certain fire , whereby certain 
valuable property, to wit , of C.D., situated a,t 
W!la dest:ro;red ~or damagedl ' , 
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Coroners. 

Then proceed as follows :--Upon inquiry I find: 
H ere set ont--

(a) The circumstances of the death or fire; and 
(b) The findings. 

In witness whereof I the said coroner have to this 
at , in the State of Tasmania, this 

inquisition set my hand 
day of 

one thousand nine hundred and 

TASMANIA t 
TO WIT. 5 

Taken With a Jury. 

An inquisition taken for our Sovereign Lord the King at 

Coroner. 

in the Municipality of , within the State of Tasmania, this 
day of , one thousand nine hundred and [and by 
adjournment on the day of , or as the case may reqttire], 
before me, ,Esquire, one of the coroners of our said Lord the 
King for the State of Tasmania, upon the oaths [01" and affirmations] of [here 
insert the names of the jurors, E.F., G.H., &c.J, good and lawful men of the 
said State, and duly chosen, and who, being duly sworn and charged to inquire 
for our said Lord the King. 

H e1'e set out the following paragraph I. if the inquiry is as to a death, or 
paragraph n. if as to a fire :--

1. When, where, how, and after what manner C.D. [or a person to the 
jurors unknown], [insert if such is the case, whose dead body haR been 
viewed ty ;, came by death: 

, whereby 
, of C.D., situated at 

II. Into the cause and origin of a certain fire 
certain valuable property, to wit 

was destroyed [or damaged]. 
Then proceed as follows:-And those of the said jurors whose names are 

hereunto subscribed upon their oaths do say:-
H ere set out-

(a) The circumstances of the death or fire; and 
(b) The fin(l'ugs. 

In witness wher,)of as well the said coroner as the jurors have to this inqui-
sition set their hands, at , in the State of Tasmania, this 
day of , one thousand nine hundred and 
.................. Coroner. . ................. Foreman. 

SPECIMEN FINDINGS. 

Murder. 
That one K.L. [or a certain person unknown to me (or the Jurors, as the 

case may be)], did feloniously, wilfully, and of malice aforethought, kill and 
murder the said A.B. 

Addition for Accessory before the fact to Murder. 
And do further say that M.N., before the said murder was committed, did 

feloniously incite [or procure, aid, counsel, and command, or a.~ the case may be] 
the said K.L. to commit the said murder. 

Manslaughter. 
That one K.L. did feloniously kill the said A.B. 

M 1'.sadven tnre. 
That one K.L., by misfortune and againsrt his will, did kill the said A.B 

Justifiable Homicide. 

Th~~ 9ne It.!;, in defence of himself [and property] did kill the ~aid .A.J 
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Suicide. 
That the said A.B. died by his own act [stating how]. 

Suicide while of Unsound Mind. 

That the said A.B., not being of sound mind, died by his own act [stating 
how]. 

Accidental Death. 
That the said A.B. accidentally came by his death, and not otherwise. 

Natural Death. 
That the said A.B. in a natural way, and not by any violent means whatso

ever, did die. 

Where Cause of Death Unkno'lJJn. 

But that I am [or they the said jurors are] unable to say how or in what 
manner the deceased came by his death. 

Setting Fire to Property. 
That one K.L. feloniously, unlawfully, and maliciously did set fire to the 

said Idescribe the property, and where the offence is a statutory one follow the 
language of the enactment creating the offence J. 

A ccidental Fire. 
That the said did become lighted, and so did burn by reason 

of an accident, namely [here set out the facts]:-

Where Cause and Origin of Fire Unknown. 
That I am [or they the said jurors are] unable to say what was the cause and 

origin of the said fire, or how it arose. 

(Q.) 

"THE CORONERS ACT, 1913." 

W ARRANT OF APPREHENSION AND COMM.ITMENT. 

To and to all Constables in the State of Tasmania, and 
also to the keeper of the gaol at , in the said State. 

TASMANIA} 
TO WIT. 

Whereas by an inquisition taken before me, one of His Majesty's coroners, 
this day of at , in the said State, 
tOllching the death of A.B., one K.L.,latp. of III the 
said State [profession, trade, or calling of defendant] stands charged with the 
wilful murder of the said A.B. [or otherwise, as the case may be]. These are 
therefore, by virtue of my office in His Majes'ty's name,' to charge and com
mand you, the said constables, and everyone of you, without delay, to 
apprehend and forthwith convey the body of the said K.L. to the gaol at 

, and safely to deliver the same to the keeper of the said 
gaol. And these are likewise, by virtue of my office, in His Majesty's name to 
will and require you, the said keeper, to receive the body of the said K.L. into 
your custody, and him safely to keep in the said gaol until he shall be thence 
discharged by due course of law, and for your so doing this shall be your war-
~. . 

Given under my· hand, this day of , one thousand 
pine hundred alld 



4° GEORGII V. ~o. 38. 

Coroners. 

(R.) 
"THE CORONERS ACT, 1913." 

WARRANT OF COMMITMENT FOR CONTEMPT OF COURT. 

TASMANIA l 
TO WIT. 5 

To , and to all constables of the State of Tasmania, and to the 
keeper of the gaol at , in the said State. 

Whereas upon an inquiry this day made before me, , one of His 
Majesty's coroners for the said State, at , touching the death of 

. ' [or touching the cause and origin of a certain fire], one S. T. 
dId unlawfully and wilfully insult me, the said coroner, when in attendance at 
mr s~id inquest [or did .unlawfully ar:d wilfully interrupt the ·proceedings of my 
saId mquest, or otherwzst], and I dId therefore adjudge the said S.T. for his 
said offence to be imprisoned in the gaol at for the space of 
These are therefore to command you, the said , and you the said con-
stables, to take the said S.T., and him safely convey to the gaol aforesaid, and 
there to deliver him to the keeper thereof, together with this precept: And I 
do hereby command you, the said keeper, to receive the said S.T. into the said 
gaol, and there to imprison him for the space of , and for so doing 
this shall be your sufficient warrant. 

Given under my hand this day of , one thousand 
nine hundred and 

Coroner. 

(S.) 

" THE CORONERS ACT, 1913." 

CERTIFICATE AS TO FINING AN ABSENT JUROR OR WITNESS. 
I, the undersigned, a coroner for the State of Tasmania, do 

certify pursuant to the provisions of Section Forty-eight of "The Coroners Act, 
1913," that a fine of Shillings is imposed by me on Y.Z., of [here set 
out residence and occupation of person making default] for his default, after 
having been called openly three times, in not appearing and serving as a juror 
[or in not appearing and giving evidence] upon an inquest now held before me 
at , in the said State, the said Y.Z. having been duly summoned as 
such juror [or witness] upon the said inquest. 

Given under my hand this day of , one thousand 
nine hundred and 

Coroner. 

(T.) 

"THE CORONERS ACT, 1913." 

WARRANT OF COMMITMENT FOR NON-PAYMENT OF FINE. 
To , and to all constables of the State of Tasmania, and to 

the keeper of the gaol at , in the said State. 

TASMANIA } 
TO WIT. 

Whereas upon an inquiry this day made before me, , one of 
His Majesty's coroners for the said State, at , touching the 
death of A.B., [or touching the cau,e and origill of a certain fixe), Olle 
Y.Z. did [here state the offence for which the penalty is imposed], and I did 
therefore adjudge that the said Y.Z. for such offence should forfeit and pay the 
sum of , and in default of payment thereof Sihould be imprisoned in 
the gaol at for the space of : And whereas the said sum 
has not been paid. These are therefore to command you, the said . , 
and you, the said constables, to take the said Y.Z. and him safely convey to I,b/; 
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said gaol at aforesaid,and there to deliver him to the said keeper 
thereof, together with this precept; and I do hereby command you, the said 
keeper, to receive the said Y.Z. into your custody in the said gaol, and there 
to imprison him for the space of , unless the said sum shall be sooner 
paid, and for you so doing this shall be your sufficient warrant. 

Given under my hand this day of , one thousand nine 
hundred and 

TASMANIA ( 
TO WIT. 5 

(U.) 
"THE CORONERS ACT, 1913." 

RECOGNIZANCE OF WITNESSES. 

Be it remembered that on the day of 

Coroner; 

one thousand nine hundred and , each of the following persons, 
namely, J.K., of , and R.S., of [insert the names of all 
bound over J personally came before me, one of the coroners of our Sovereign Lord 
the King for the State of Tasmania, and acknowledged to owe to our Sovereign 
Lord the King the sum of pounds, to be levied on his goods and lands 
by way of recognizance to His Majesty's use if default is made on his part [or on 
the part of I.K.] in the conditions following:-

In case of recognizance to appeG/l' and give evidence before the coroner 
add:-

He shall appear personally at the court of the said coroner to be held on 
the day of next, at , in the said State, 
for holding an inquest on the body of A.B., there to give evidence of anything 
he knows touching the death of A.B., and shall not depart the said court without 
leave. 

In case of recognizance to prosecute and give evidence at the Supreme Court 
add:-

He shall appear personally at the next criminal sittings of the Supreme Court 
to be holden at , in the said State, there to prosecute and give evidence to 
the jury that try K.L. (now in custody for the wilful murder of A.B.), upon 
any information that may be filed against the said K.L. by His Majesty's 
Attorney-General or other officer duly appointed for that purpose; and shall not 
depart the Court without leave. 

[In every case add at the end :-] 
Then if the above conditions are fulfilled, this recogniza.nce· shall be void, 

but otherwise shall remain in full force. 

(v.) 
"THE CoaoNEBS ACT, 1913." 

Section 2). W) IsAb 5.' RECOGNIZANCE IN CASE OF A PERSON WHO IS CHAlt<lJnUBY ANy 
INQUISITION AND IS ADMITTED TO BAIL. 

TASMANIA l 
TO WIT. j 

Be it remembered that on the day of .. 19 , K.L., of 
E.F., of , and G.H., of , personally came 

before me, one of His Majesty's coroners for the State of Tasmania, and sever
ally acknowledged themselves to owe to our Sovereign Lord the King the several 
sums following; that is to say, the said K.L., the sum of Pounds, and the 
said E.F. and G.H., the sum of Pounds each, to be made and levied of their 
several goods, chattels, and lands respectively to the use of our said Lord the 
King, his heirs and successors, if he the said K.L. fails in the c~)lldition here
under written. 
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CONDITION. 

:39 No. 

The condition of the above-written recognizance IS such, that whereas by an 
inquisition dated the day of ,19 ,the said K.L. 
stands charged with , if therefore the said K.L. shall 
appear at the next Criminal Sittings of the Supreme Court of Tasmania, to be 
holden at , in the said State, and there surrender himself into custody and 
plead to any information that may be filed against by His Majesty's 
Attorney-General or other officer duly appointed fot that purpose, and take his 
tria1 upon the same, and not depart the said court without leave, then the said 
recognizance to be void, or else to stand in full force and virtue. 

Taken and acknowledged the day and year :first above mentioned, at 
, before me, 

Coroner. 

(W.) 
"THE CORONERS ACT, 1913." 

CORONER'S CERTIFICATE FOR BURIAL. 
I [insert name in full,] a coroner for the State of Tasmania, hereby order the 

burial of the body shown to me [oridenti:fied to my satisfaction], as the body of 
Thomas J ones [or, as the case may be]. 

Witness my hand, this day of 

.JOHN "Alt, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, 'l'ASlIIANIA 

, 19 
Coroner . 
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