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TASMANIA 

1 9 1 5. 

ANNO 8EXTO 

GEORGII v. 
No. 53. 

A.D. 
AN AOT to authorise the taking of I a Poll of 1915. 

Electors on the question of the Olosing 
Time for the Sale and Supply of Liquor on 
Licensed Premises, and for other purposes. 

. [21 January, 1916.J 
BE it enacted by His Excellency the Governor of Tasbania, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council I and House of 
Assembly, in Parliament assembled, as follows:- I 

I 

1 This Act may be cited as "The Closing Time fdr the Sale and Short title. 
Supp1y of Liquor on Licensed Premises Referendum Aqt, 1915." 

I 

2 -( 1) In this Act, unless the contrary intention appr"rs- Interpretation. 

"Absolute majority of votes" means a number greater than ".~b.?lute 
One-half of the whole number of ballot-papers other than maJor~:y of 
exhausted and informal ballot-papers. If in the final count votes. 
Two hours have an equal number of voies, the Chief 
Electoral Officer's decision by lot shall be included as a 
vote in reckoning an alJsolute majority of votes: 

" Assembly" means the House of Assembly of the Parliament ., AI!5embly." 
of Tasmania: 
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"Assembly district" means the electoral district for the 
return of members to repreS'ent such district in the House 
of Assembly: 

" Chief Electoral Officer" means the officer for the time being 
appointed to that office under" The Electoral Act, 1907," 
and includes a deputy or substitute: . 

"General election" means the next general electIOn of the 
AsselQbly which takes place after a dissolution of the 
present Assembly, or at the expiration of the term for 
which members of the present Assembly are elected: 

" Elector" means a person qualified to vote at an election for 
the return of a member of the Assembly: 

"First choice recorded for a closing hour" means a voting
paper on which the number 1 is marked in the square 
opposite such hour: 

"Licensed premises" means premises in respect of which an 
hotel or public-house licence under "The Licensing Act, 
1902," has been granted and is in force, and includes the 
premises of a certificated club within the meaning of 
5e~tion One hundred and one of ., The Licensing Act; 
1902" : 

" Licensee" means a person holding or entitled to exercise a 
licence under "The Licensing Act, 1902," and includes 
the secretary of a certificated club: 

" Liquor" means liquor within the meaning of" The Licensing 
Act. 1902" : ' 

" Minister" means the responsible Mmister of the Crown for 
the time being administermg " The Electoral Act, 1907": 

" Retnrning Officer" includes Assistant Returning Officer: 
" The referendum" means the submission to a general poll of 

the electors of this State of the question of the closing 
time .for the sale or supply of liquor in all licensed 
premIses: 

" This Act" includes all proclamations made thereunder. 
(2) Save as in this Act otherwise provided, the mention of any 

official by a name or style of office mentioned in "The Electoral Act, 
1907," shall be taken as referring to the official or one of the officials 
of that name or style appointed for the purposes of that Act. 

The Riferendum. 
3-(1) The Governor shall submit to a general poll of the electors of 

this State the question of the closing time for the sale or supply 
of liquor in an Hcensed premises. The voting on the referendum 
shall be by ballot and, subject to the provisions of this Act" the 
referendum shall be held in manner prescribed by proclamation. 

(~) A writ for the referendum shall be issued hy the Governor, 
directed to the Chief Electoral Officer and the returning officers of 
Assembly districts of this State, and such writ may be in accordance 
with the Form in Schedule (1) to this Act. . 
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4 (1) The referendum shall he taken-
I. By the returning officers for the Assembly districts: 

H. On such day as may be fixed for the polling at the general 
election next following the passing- of this Act: 

III. At the polling places appointed for the general election, 
whether the election for any Assembly district is contested 
or not. 

(2) Officers appointed for the purposes of "The Electoral Act, 
1907 ," may, subject to this Act and any proclamation. perform and 
discharge in reference to the referendum and the voting thereon such 
duties and functions as substantially correspond to those which they 
are anthorised to perform or discharge in relation to a general election. 
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referendum to be 
taken--
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Electoral officers 
may act for ~he 
purposes of 
referendum. 

5 On the referendum votes shall be recorded in manner follow- Mode ofvotillg. 
mg:-

1. Nu matter shall be struck out from any ballot-paper: 
11. The voter shall mark his ballot-paper in the manner fo11ow

ing:-
(a) He shall place the number 1 within, or substap

tially within, the square opposite the hour stated 
thereon for w hicb he votes as his first preference: 

(b) He shall also give contingent votes for at least Two 
of the remaining hours stated on the ballot
paper, by placing within, or substantially within, 
the squares respectively opposite such Two 
hours the numbers 2 and 3, so as to indicate the 
order of his preference: 

(c) He may, in addition, indicate the order of his 
preference for as many more of the other hours 
stated on the ballot-paper as he pleases, 
by placing within, or substantially within, the 
squares respectively opposite the same other 
numberi next in numerical order after those 
already used by him . 

6-(1) Every elector entitled to vote at the general election wiil be Votes how taken. 
entitled to vote on the referendum. 

(21 No person shall either in one or more Assembly districts vote or 
attempt to vote more than Once on the referendum. 

(3) The same ballot-boxes may be used for the purposes of the 
referendum and the general election, but III that case the ballot. papers 
for the referendum shall be ot a colour different fr<?m the ballot-papers 
for the election. 

(4) Ballot-papers in the form in Schedule (2) to this Act or to the Schedule (2). 
like effect shall be used, and such papers shall be deemed to be ballot-
papers within the meaning of any Act relating to the election of mem-
ber. of the Assem bl y . 
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7 Subject to the provisions of this Act and any proclamation 
thereunder, upon the referendum-

I. All proceedings shall be had and taken in each Assembly 
district as nearly as may be as upon a general election, and 
the various provisions as to persons, places, times, and 
matters connected with voting contained in the Acts in 
force for the time being, relating to the elections for the 
Assembly shall so far as they are not inconsistent with this 
Act apply to the referendum held hereunder: 

11. All returning officers, assistant returning officers, and !Jub
stitutes and likewise the presiding officers and poll clerks 
thel"eat and substitutes shall respectively exercise all such 
powers and authorities and perform all such duties in con
nexion with the taking and conduct of such referendum al 
in connexion with luch election of members for the 
Assembly. 

8 Where an elector has at any polling-place answered any question 
or made any dQclaration to enable him to vote at the general election, and 
his answer 01" declaration has been accepted as sufficient, the answer or 
declaration may be accepted as sufficient to enable the elector to vote 
at the same polling place at the referendum; and where a declaration 
is so accepted, no declaration need be made or signed for the purpo~el 
of the referendum. 

9 (1) Any person who is entitled to vote through the post at an 
election of a member or members for the Assembly shall be entitled to 
vote through the post. on the referendum. 

(2) The following provisions in respect of voting by post shall apply 
to the referendum-

I. An application for a postal ballot-paper for the purposes of 
the general election !Jhall be deemed to include an applica
tion for a postal ballot-paper for the purpDses of the 
referendum; 

n. A postal ballot-paper containing the vote of an elector at 
the referendum may be enclosed in the same envelope as 
that in which the postal ballot-paper containing the vote 
of the elector at the general election is enclosed. 

10 The resu1t of the referendum shall be aseertained by a scrutiny 
eonducted in accordance with the provisions of this Act and the 
directions of the Chief Electoral Officer. 

11-(1) A ballot~paper shall be informal if-
1. It is not authenticated by the initials of the presiding officer 

(or, in the case of a postClI ballot-paper, of the returning 
officer), or by an official mark as prescribed by "The 
Electoral Act, 1907 : " or 
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11. It has no vote indicated on it: or A.D. 1915. 
Ill. It has upon it any mark or writing not authorised by this 

Act, or "The Electoral Act, 1907," to be put upon it, 
which in the opinion of the returning officer or assIstant 
returning officer would enable any person to identify the 
voter: or 

IV. It has the same number (being the number 1, 2, or 3) 
opposite the names of more than One hour: or 

v. The voter has not indicated the order of his preference for at 
least Three of the hours. 

(2) A ballot-paper shall not be informal for any reason other than 
the reasons in this section enumerated, but shall be given effect to 
according to the voter's intention so far as his intention is clear. 

(3) In particular a ballot-paper shall not be informal by reason 
only of-

I. The use of Roman numerals inst.ead of Arabic numerals: or 
11. The ballot-paper having the same number (not being the 

number 1, 2, or 3), opposite the names of more than One 
hour; but the order of the voter's preference shall be 
determined as if the names of aH hours, opposite to the 
names of which the number so repeated or any hig'her 
number shall have been placed, hau not been on the ballot
paper: or 

Ill. A number being omitted in the numerical sequence (com
mencing with the numeral 4) of' the order of the voter's 
preference; but the order of the voter's preference shall 
be determined as if the names of all hours opposite to the 
names of which any number higher than any number so 
omitted shall have been placed, had not been on the ballot
paper. 
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12 The presiding officer of each polling-place at the general election, Presiding officers 
except the chief polling-place, shall, as soon as practicable after the to ~ount firl!Jt 
close of the poll, open the ballot-box, and shall- cthOlces'tanbdll t 

C h b f F· . . J.' h . ransml a 0 -
I. ount t e num er 0 Irst chOIces recorded lor t e respective papers to return-

hours stated on the ballot-papers, and place them in ing officer. 
separate parcels, according to the hours for which such 
First choices are recorded, rejecting all informal ballot-
papers : 

11. Count the number of, and place in another parcel, all the 
ballot-papers, which have been rejected as informal: 

Ill. Transmit the following information by telegram, or in some 
other expeditious manner, to the returning officer for the 
district-

(a) The number of First choices recorded for each hour: 
and 

(b) The total number of ballot-papers rejected as' 
informal-

and shall immediately thereafter make out and sign an 
abstract in duplicate containing the above information: 
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IV. Seal such parcels and transmit them to the returning officer 
for the District, and shall also transmit to him at the same 
time, in separate parcels securely fastened-

Ca) The unused and spoilt ballot-papers: and 
Cb) An account, in which such presi<fing officer shall 

charge himself with the number of ballot-papers 
originally delivered to him, the number thereof 
delivered to anu used by voters and the number 
not so delivered or left unnsed, and the number 
set aside for separate custody (which account 
is hereinafter referred to as the ballot-paper 
account). 

Every such ballot-paper account shall be veri
fied by the signatures of the said presiding 
officer and the poll clerk (if any) : and 

v. Indorse each of the said parcels with a description of the con
tent!!! thereof, the name of the district, and of the place of 
polling, the date of polling, and sign the said indor~ement. 

Returning officer 13 - (1) The returning officer shall, as soon as possible after the 
~~:i~~~~~rst ~}oTshe 0Ef lthe pOIllA' see Ithgaot7 ~?e provisionl~ dof ~ehction Eighty-nine of 
chief polling- e ectora ct, ,are corn p le WIt in relation to the· 
place and transmit referendum, open the ballot-box used at the chief polling-place, 
ballot-papers, &c., and shall-
for the district to 
Chief Electolal 
Officer. 

I. Count the number of First choices recorded for the respective 
hours stated on the ballot-papers, and place them in 
separate parcels, according to the hours for which such 
First choices are recorded, rejecting all informal ballot
papers: 

11. Count the number of, and place in another parcel all the 
ballot-papers which have been rejected as informal: 

11. Indorse each of the said parcels with a description of the con
tents thereof, the name of the district and of the place of 
polling, the date of polling, and sign the said indorsement: 

IV. Transmit the following information by telegram, or in some 
other expeditious manner, to the Chief Electoral Officer-

(a) The number of First choices for each hour through
out the district; and 

(b) The total number of ballot-papers rejected as 
informal throughout the district. 

v. Seal up such parcels and, as e~peditiously as possible, 
transmit them, together with all the sealed parcels of used 
and informal ballot-papers and duplicates of abstracts 
received by him from the several presiding officers, to the 
Chief Electoral Officer for further scrutiny and for 
counting. 
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(2) The returning officer shall, on the receipt of any ballot-papers 
of voters who have voted on the referendum at polling-places outside 
the district in manner prescribed by regulations under" The Electoral 
Act, 1!)07," or by any proclamation under this Act, count the number 
of First choices recorded for the respective hours stated on the said 
ballot· papers and the number of such ballot-papers rejected as informal. 
All other provisions of this section shall, so far as practicable and 
with such modifications (if any) as the Chief Electoral Officer may 
direct, apply to the said ballot-papers, and the returning officer shall 
comply wit h such provisions and with the directions of the Chief 
Electoral Officer. 

14 The Chief Electoral Officer shall, as soon as practicable after the 
receipt . of all the sealed parcels of ballot-papers from the several 
returning officers (including absent voters'baUot-papers), proceed 
with the scrutiny as follows ;-

I. He shall appomt all necessary officers for the purposes of the 
scrutiny; 

11. He shall open all the sealed parcels of ballot-papers so 
received by him as aforesaid, and verify the contents of 
such parcels: 

HI. He shall then count, or cause to be counted by his said 
officers, the votes in the manner prescribed by Schedule 
(3) to this Act :, 

IV. He shall ascertain the result of the referendum regarding' the 
State as a whole, and shall make out and sign an abstract 
of such result : 

v. He shall certify the. result so ascertained, and his fertificate 
shall be published in the" Gazette." 

15 Subject to this Act and any proclamation thereu:p.der, the 
Minister may make or cause to be made such arrangements f(~r taking 
and conducting the referendum, the scrutiny of the votes, and 'for ascer· 
taining the result of the referendum, and, generally; all such; arrange
ments incidental to or connected with the said referendum ~nd scru
tiny. and fur defraying the costa and expenses of or incidenital to or 
connected with the matters aforesaid as he deems convenient. 
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16 The certificate of the Chief Electoral Officer as to the result of Certificate of the 
the referendum shall be conclusive evidence of the result thereof, and result of the 
that the referendum was validly taken and that all things incidental referen~um to be 
h .J h . h 'I cl cl I f h conclUSIve. t ere to or connecteu t erewlt were proper y one; an none 0 suc 

matters or things shall be liable to be questioned or appealed against 
in any manner. 

Application of " The Electoral Act, 1907." 
17-( 1) The provisions of Sections One hundred and ninety -two Application of 

and One hundred and ninety-three, and of Part Nine (Voting by Post), Electoral Act. 
Part Ten (The Polling), and Part Fourteen (Electoral Offences), of 



694 

4.D. 1915. 

6' GEORGII V No 53. 

Closing Time for the Sale of Liquor Referendum. 

" The Electoral Act, 1907;' shall, subject to this Act and any Procla
mations thereunder, and so far a!' they are ::tpplicable, apply mutatis 
mutandis to the referendum as if it were the general election. 

(~) In the application of any provision or part of "The Electoral 
Act, 1907," to the reft>rendum--

1. A reference to a writ shall be read as a reference to a writ 
for the referendum: 

H. A reference to an election shall be read as a reference to the 
referendum: 

111. A reference to a poll shall be read as a reference to the 
taking of the votes of the electors for the purposes of the 
referendum: 

IV. A postal ballot-paper shall be in the form determined by the 
Governor: 

v. A postal vote certificate shall be in the form det.ermined by 
the Governor: 

VI. Section ~ighty-seven shall be read as if the directions on 
the form of ballot paper so determined by the Governor 
were substituted for those in the said section: 

VIr. A ballot-paper used for the purposes of the referendum shall 
only be rejected as informal for the reasons specified in 
this Act or by proclamation : 

YIII. A reference tu scrutineers or to a scrutineer shall be read as 
a reference to scrutineers or to a scrutineer appointed In 

pursuance of this Act, as the case requires: 
IX. A reference to electoral matter or to electoral papers shall be 

read as a reference tu corresponding matter or papers in 
relation to the referendum : 

x. A reference to a ballot-paper, ballot-box, or other thing shall 
be read as a reference to a ballot-paper, ballot-box, or 
corresponding thing in relation to the referendum: 

XI. The same list of voters may be used for the purposes of 
Section One hundred and fifteen at the general election 
and the referendum, and unless the contrary is indicated, 
One mark placed against any per~on's name thereon shall 
be deemed a compliance with the duty of marking such 
list at the general election and the referendum: 

XII. Any reference to "this Act" shall be read as a reference to 
the provisions and parts of the said Act (as hereby adapted) 
which are applicable to the referendum: 

;nll. Sections Ninety-one, One hundred and one, One hundred 
and two, One hundred and four, One hundred and nine
teen, One hundred and forty-six, One hundred and forty
seven, One hundred and forty-eight, One hundred and 
forty-nine, One hundred and fifty, One hundred and fifty
one, One hundred and fifty-two, and One hundred and 
sixty shall not apply to the referendum. 
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Offences. 

18 Whoever, after the issue of a writ for the referendum, and 
before the vo'tes have been taken in pursuance thereof, supplies to an 
elector any meat, drink, or entertainment, with a view to influence his 
vote in connection with the referendum. shall be guilty of an offence 
against this Act. 

Penalty: One hundred Pounds or imprisonment for Six months. 

19 Whosoever gives, confers, or procures, or promises or offers to 
give or confer, or to procure or attempt to procure, any money, pro
perty, or benefit of any kind, to, upon, or for any elector or any other 
person-

£. In order to influence the elector in his vote in connection 
with the referendum: or 

"II. In order to induce the elector to refrain from voting at the 
referendum-

shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 
Penalty: One hundred Pounds or imprisonment for Six months. 

20 Any elector who asks for, receives, or obtains, or agrees or 
attempts to receive or obtain, any money, property, or benefit of a.ny 
kind for himself or any other person upon the understanding that his 
vote in connection with the referendum shall be influenced thereby, or 
shall be given in any particular manner, or that he will refrain from 
voting at the referendum, shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 

Penalty: One hundred Pounds or imprisonment for ~ix months. 
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21 Whoever by fraud, or by unlawful threats, or intimidation of Undu~ influence. 
any kind- Ibid. 

I. Endeavours to influence any elector in his vote in connection 
with the referendum: or 

11. Endeavours to induce any elector not to vote at the referen-
dum-- . 

shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 
Penalty: One hundred Pounds or imprisoument for Six months. 

22-( I) Every advertisement, and every handbill or pamphlet, 
relating- to the referendum, and intended or calculated to affect the 
result thereof, shall have the name and address of the person authorising 
it at the end thereof; and every such advertisement (other than an 
advertisement in a newspaper), handbill. or pamphlet, if printed, shall 
in .addition have printed thereon the name and place of business of the 
printer who printed it. 

(2) Every person who prints or publishes, or authorises the printing 
or publication, of any such advertisement. handbill. or pamphlet which 
doelS not corn ply with this section shall be guilty of an offence against 
this Act. 

Penalty: Fifty Pounds. 

Advertisement 
relating to 
referendum. 
Ibid. 
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23 No person shall wilfully make any false statement in reply to 
any question put to him by an authorised witness pureuant to this Act 
or " The Electoral Act, 1907." 

Penalty: Twenty-five Pounds. 

Miscellaneoul. 

24 Where lmy accidental or unavoidable impediment, misfeasance, 
or omission has happened in any matters whatsoever under this Act, 
the Governor may take al1 such measures as may be neceisary for 
removing such impediment or rectifying such misfeasance or omission, 
or may by Order-in-Council declare any or all of the proceedings at or 
for the referendum in any Assembly district valid as to.and notwith
standing any such impediment. misfeasance, or omission; and 
every Order-in-Council ~hall state specifically the nature of the impedi·· 
ment, misfeasance, or omission, and shall be forthwith published in the 
" Gazette." 

25 All informations for offences again~t this Act shall be heard and 
determined, and all penalties imposed b'y this Act shall be recovered 
in a summary way by and before any police magistrate or any Two or 
more justices in the mode prescribed by" The Magistrates Summary 
Proced ure Act." 

se HE DU LES. 

(1) 

STATE OF TASMANIA. 

Hi8 Majesty the King-To the Chief Electoral Officer for t.e S_ate of 
Taamania and the returning officers of and for the House of 
Assembly Electoral Districts of the said State, and to all othera 
whom it may concern: 

In pursuance of " The Closing Time for the Sale and Supply of Liquor on 
Licensed Premises Referendum Act, 1915," We command you that on such day as 
may be fixed for the next general election of membera to sern in the House of 
Assembly, you cause the following question to be submitted to a referendum or 
poll of the eleciJors who are qualified to vote in this State at such general elee
tion:-
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Question. A.D.19]5. 
" Are you in favour of the closing time at night for the sale and supply of 

liquor in Hotels, Publichouses, and Clubs being fi~ed at-

[] Six o'clock 
or 

[] Seven o'clock 
or 

[] Eight o'clock 
or 

[] Nine o'clock 
or 

[] Ten o'clock 
or 

[] Eleven o'clock 

And We direct you to return this writ on or before the day of 
191 

Witness Our trusty and well-beloved the Right Honourable Sir William 
Grey Ellison-Macartney, Privy Councillor, Knight Commander of the Most 
Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, Governor in and over 
the State of Tasmania and its Dependencies, in the Commonwealth of Australia, 
at Hobart aforesaid, this day of , in the 
year of Our Reign, and in the year of Our Lord, One thousand nine hundred 
and· . 

By His Excellency's Command, 
Governor. 

Chief Secretary. 

Indor,ement on Writ. 
This writ was received by me, this day of 191 

Chief Electoral Officer. 
I hereby certify that the referendum upon the question of the clO6ing time 

at night for th~ sale and supply of liquor in Hotels, Publichouses, and Clubs 
nas been duly taken, and that the hour of p.m. has been fixed by 
the referendum as such closing time. 

Chief Electoral Officer for Tasmania. 

(2) 
FORM OF BALLOT-PAPER. 

Are you in f~vour of the closing time at night for the sale and supply of 
liquor in Hotels, Publichouses, and Clubs being fixed at-

[] Six o'clock 
or 

[] Seven o'clock 
or 

[] Eight o'clock 
or 

[] Nine o'clock 
or 

[] Ten o'clock 
or 

[] ... Eleven· o'clock 

S8I'tion 6. 

697 

• 



698 

A.D.1915. 

Section 14 
First choice for each 
hou), to he counted, 

Exhallstpd ballot
papers. 

In case of equality of 
votes decision to be 
by lot. 

60 GEORGII V. No. 53. 

Clofling Time for the Sale of Liquor Referendum. 

(3) 
METHOD OF 'COUNTING THE VOTES. 

1. The number of first choices recorded for each hour stated on the ballot
paper shall be counted, and all informal ba)lot-papers shall be rejected. 

2. If on the first choices being counted an absolute majority of all the first 
choices recorded is in favour of any particular hour, that hour shall be certified 
by the Chief Electoral Officer to be the closing time, as the result of the 
referendum. 

3. If no hour has an absolute majority of votes, the hour which has the 
fewest votes shall be excluded, and each ballot-paper counted to that hour shall 
(unless exhausted) be counted to the unexcluded hour next in the order of the 
voter's preference. 

4. If no hour then has an absolute majority of votes, the process of excluding 
the hour which has the fewest votes and counting each of its ballot-papers (unless 
exhausted) to the unexcluded hour next in the order of the voter's preference, 
shall be repeated until one hour has an absolute majority of votes. 

5. Every ballot-paper, not rejected as informal, shall be counted in every 
count until it becomes exhausted, when it shall be rejected in all further counts. 
When any hour is excluded, any ballot-paper counted to that hour shall be 
deemed to be exhausted if there is not indicated upon it a consecutive preference 
for one unexcluded hour. 

6. If on any count two or more hours have an equal number of votes and one 
of them has to be excluded, the Chief Electoral Officer shall decide by lot which 
is to be excluded, and if in the fina.l count two hours have an equal number of 
votes, the Chief Electoral Officer shall decide by lot which hour shall be fixed 
by the referendllm as the closing hour. 

JOHN V.&14 

GUVERNMENT I'RINTltR. TASII.&'UA. 






