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AN ACT to 
the Town 
Gas. 

make provision for Lighting A.D.lOOO. 
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WHEREAS it is desirable and expedient to make Legislative pro­
vision 10 ensure a supply of Electric Light or Gas fm' the Town of 
Devonport and for the use of the inhabitants thereof: 

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governor of Tasmania, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and 
House of Assembly, in Parliament assembled, as follows:-

1 This Act is divided into Thirteen Parts, as follows :-
Part' 
Part 
Part 

Part 
Part 

I. -:- Preliminary. 
n. - Constructi~n of Works. 

IlL-Compensation for Damage ftone by execution 
of Works. I 

IV.-Supply of Electricity or Gasf 
V.-Protection of Public Electric Telegraph and 

Telephone Lines. 
Part VI.-Lighting Rate. 
Part VII.-Power to borrow Money. 
Part VIII.-Accounts. . 
Part I X.- Waste or Misuse of Electricity or Gall. 
Part X. -Offences. 
Part XL-Officers. 
Part XII.-By-Laws. 
Part XlII.-Miscellaneous. 

Is. 2d.J 

PREAMBLE. 

Division of .Act~ 
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A.I>.1900. 

PART I. 

PRELIMINARY. 

Short title. 2 This Act may be cited at< "The Devonport Lighting Act, ] 900,' 

Commencement 3 This Act shall commence and take effect on the First day of 
of Act. January, One thousand nine hundl'erl ann one. 

Interpretation 4 In thit< Act, unless the context otherwise detel'mines-

Board mav take 
steps to formulate 
a system of light­
ingfor Devon port. 

System may be 
restricted to por­
tion of town. 

" Town" or " the said Town" means the Town of Devonport. 
" The Town Board" and "Board" means the Board of the 

Town of Devonport: 
" Street" extends to and includes any public and common 

highway, road, footway, bridge, square, court, passage, 
alley, throughfare, and public way and place: 

" Works" when used in reference to the generation, trans­
mission, or supply of electricity, 01' gas, shall mean and 
include all wires, pipes, lamps, posts, piers, supports, 
generators, conductors, communicators, accumulators, 
distrihutors, and all other machinery and apparatus which 
the Board shall from time to time use or deem to be 
necessary for the generation, transmission, and supply of 
electricity or gas in accordance with the provisions of this 
Act: 

" Local Authority" when used in reference to any Municipality, 
or Town, or Road District adjoining the Town of De1)On­
port, shall mean the Municipal Council or Board, or 
Trustees of such Municipality, or Town, or Road District: 

"~Gazette " means the The Hobart Ga~ctte " 
" Area" means the Town of Devonport unless the Board by a 

Special Resolution, as hereinafter provided, defines a 
portion of the Town as the area in which the system of 
lighting is proposed to be applied, in which case ., Area" 
shall mean such defined area. 

5-(1.) The Board is hereby empowered to take steps to ascertain 
the cost of providing for a supply of Electric Light 01' Gas for the 
Town of Devonport and for the use of the inhabitants thereof; and 
for either of such purposes the Board may make surveys, take levels, 
employ engineers and other persons competent to advise the Board; 
and may cause to be prepared a plan or plans exhibiting a system of 
lighting the town of Devonport, and for supplying electricity 01' 

g::lS, as the Board may determine, t.o the inhabitants of the Town, 
with all necessary particulars of the works proposed and detailed 
estimate of the cost of the undertaking, as well as an estimate of 
the revenue expected to be derived therefrom, and of the annual rate 
or rates which, in the 0pinion of the Board, may be necessary to provide 
for the interest and sinking fund on the loan; and for any other annual 
expenditure in connection with the undertaking. 

(2.) T~e Board may apply the system it adopts to the whole Town, 
or may determine to provide a system applicable to a portion only of 
the area of the Town, and thereupon the Board may, by a Special 
Resolution passed as provided in " The Town Boards Act, 1896," and 
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published in the Gazette, describe by metE'S and bounds the area to A.D. 1900. 
which the said system is proposed to be applied. 

60 Vict. No 3I. 
Plans, &c., when 
complete, to be 
deposited at 
Board's Office for 
inspection by 
Electors. 

(3.) Upon the Board completing the said plans, estimates, and 
particulars, the same shall be deposited at the Office of the Board 
and be open to the inspection of any elector of the Town for at least 
Three weeks before a poll is taken as hereinafter provided. Notice, by 
advertisement, (in not less than Two issues of a newspaper circulating in 
the Town) shall be given of the deposit of the plans, estimates, and 
particulars, and that the same are so open for inspection. 

(4.) The Board may then proceed to take a Poll of the Electors of Poll may be 
the Area, in accordance with the provisions contained in Part VII. of taken. . 
this Act. 

(5.) All expenses incurred by the Board in carrying out the powers 
conferred by this Part of this Act, and of taking the said Poll, may, in 
the first instance, be defrayed out of any moneys under the control of 
the Board and applicable to the purposes of "The Town Boards Act, 
1896," in the Town, except moneys applicable to roads only, but the 
Board may replace any such moneys so used for the purposes of this 
Act out of the pl'oceeds of any loan raised hereunder, or out of any 
lighting rate, as it may hereafter determine. 

PA.RT 11. 

CONSTRUCTION OF WORKS. 

6 The Board is hereby empowered to compulsorily purchase any 
land, and to compulsorily acquire any easements which the Board 
may consider to be necessary for the purpose of this Act; and for the 
purpose of facilitating and effectuating any such purchase of land or 
acquisition of easements The Lands Clauses Act, except as hereby 
varied, and except Section Eight and Nine of that Act, shall be incor­
porated with this Act. 

7 For the purposes of this Act, it shall be lawful for the Board to 
t!nter upon any land and to take levels of the same, and to set out such 
parts of such land as the Board thinks necessary, and to cut dowll trees, 
dig, cut, trench, and break up the soil of such land, and to remove all 
earth, stone, trees, or other things dug or obtained out of the same, 
and to use such materials in the construction and maintenance of the 
works authorised by this Act. 

S It shall be lawful for the Board, from time to time, to make, erect, 
construct, lay down, maintain, alter, or discontinue upon any land pur­
chased by the Board, under the provisions of this Act, or upon any land 
now vested in the Board, sueh works and such buildings, m'achinery, and 
other works, apparatus, and appliances, as the Board may think 
necessary for the purposes of this Act. 

9 Prior to the first entry upon any land by the Board for the 
purposes of this Act, not less than Seven days' notice:,of the intention 
of the Board to enter shall be given by the Board to the owner, and 
occupier, if any, but no notice shall be necessary previous to any 
subsequent entry by the Board upon such land for the purposes of this 
Act. 

Payment of 
Returning 
Officer's expenses. 

Purchase of land 
and acquisition 
of easements. 

Entry upon land. 

Construction of 
works and 
buildings, &c. 

Board to give 
notice prior to 
first en try upon 
land. 
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Power to break 
up streets, &c., 
and to open 
drains. 

Not.ice to be 
~el'ved on pers()I1~, 
if any, having 
control of streets 
withont the Town. 

Street~, &c., 
bt'oken up to be 
reinstated without 
delay. 

t'itreets not to be 
broken up except 
under superin­
tendence of per-
80ns h&ving 
control of same, 

Board to do as 
little damage a~ 
may be. 

Board to make 
compensation for 
damage done by 
execution of 
works. 
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10 The Board may, froIn time to time, open and break up the soil 
and pavement of any streets within the Town of Denollport or any Road 
Distt'jct or other Town, and erect in and upon i5Uch streets, and may 
maintl:lin and from tirnp, to time alter and discontinue such machinery, 
lamps, posts, pipe~, piers, ~UppOl'ts, conductors, communicators, 
distributors, electric lines, buildings, apparatus, engines, and things, 
and all other works neces:-:ary amI convenient for any of the purposes 
of this Act. 

11 The Board i'lhall, before opeuillg Ol' breaking up allY street 
without the Town, giYe to the pet'sons, if any, under whose control 
01' management the same may be, 01' to their clerk, surveyor, or other 
officer, llotice in writing of the intention of the Board to open or 
break uIJ the same, Hot less than Three clear days before beginning such 
work, except in cases of emergency arising frorn defects in any of the 
pipes, conductors,. or other works, and then as soon as possible after the 
beginning of the work 0]' the necessity tor the same has arisen. 

12 No street witllOut the Town shall, except ill the cases of emer­
gency aforesaid, be opened or broken up, except under the superinten­
dence of the persolls, if any, having' the cOlltrol or management thereof, 
or of their officer, and according to SHch plan as is approved of by such 
persons or their officer, or in case of any difference respecting such plan, 
then according to such plan as may be determined by Two Justices: 
Provided, that if t he persons having such control or management as 
aforesaid and their officer, fail to attend at the time fixed for the open­
ing of any such street after having had such notice of the intention of 
the Board as aforesaid, or do not propose any plan for breaking up or 
opening the same, or refuse or neglect to superintend. the operation, 
the Board may perform the work specified in such notice without the 
superintendence of such persons or their officer. 

13 Wheuevel' the Board opens 0)' breaks up any street, sewer, 
drain, or tunnel under the authority of this Act, it shall with all con­
venient speed cOlllplete the work fdr which the same was broken up, 
and fill in the ground and reinstate and make good the street, sewer, 
drain, or tunnel so opened 0]' broken up, and carry away the rubbish 
occasioned thereby; and shall at all times whilst any such street is so 
opened or broken up, cause the same to be fenced and guarded, and a 
light sufficient for the warning- of passengers to be set up and kept 
against the same every night. 

PART Ill. 

COMPENSATIUX FOR DAMAGE DONE BY EXECUTION OF 
WORKS, 

14 In the exercise of the owers conferred by this Act, the Board 
shall do as little damage as call be, and in all cases where it can be 
done, shall make good such damage. 

15 The Board shall make compensation, ill manner hereinafter 
provided, tu all parties lawfully interested in any land, other than land 
pm;chased by the Board, in OJ' upon which any works may hereafter be 
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constructed, or which may be injuriously affected by the construction 
and maintenance of the works under this Act, or otherwise by the 
execution by the Board of the powers herebv conferred, for all damage 
sustained bv )'eason of the exercise at' to ~nch land or water of the 
powers vested in the BmmJ by this Aet. 

16 Any person claiming such eompensation shall prefer his claim 
by notice in writing addressed to the Board, and served upon the 
Secretary thereuf in which notice shaH he spr:cified the place of abode 
of the claimant, the particular act occasioning the damage for which 

. compensation is elaimed, the nature and amount of such damage 
and the nature of the title 01' interest of such claimant in 01' to the 
land in respect to which the e1aim is preferred; and if any such person 
and the Board do not agree as to the amount of such compensation, the 
sa~ne, and the applicatioll thereof, shall, except in the cases hereinafter 
mentioned, be determined by arbitration in the manner provided for by 
The Lands Clauses Act, 1857, in cases of disputed compensation. 

415 

A.D.1000. 

Persolls damaged 
to make claim for 
corn pemlation. 

Com pensa tiOIl, 
how to be ascer­
tained. 

17 In determinillg such claims regard shall 
which may be done or accrue to the elaimant, 
the provisions in this Act contained. 

be had to any benefit, Regard to be had 
by 01' as the resu It of to any benefit 

which may accrue. 

18 If the Board, by notice ill \Yl'itil1g, requires any person to make 
claim for compensation fof' allY damage occasioned by the exercise 
of any of the powers conferred on the Board by this Act previously to 
the service of such notice, such persou shall not be entitled to com­
pensation by reason of the exercise of any such notice unless he prefers 
his claim, in manner aforesaid, within Three months after service of 
such notice. 

19 If either party is dissatisfied with the award of .the Arbitrators 
or the Umpire appointed to determine the amount of compensation to 
be paid to the owner or occupier of any land taken or occupied under 
the autbority of this Act, 01' with the decisioll of the Arbitrator 01' 

Umpire appointed to determine the amount of compensation to be paid 
to any person claiming the rigllt to lIse any of the water diverted or 
appropriated by the Buard, the dissatisfied party, when the amount 
of compensation awarded by the Arbitrators or the Umpire exceeds 
One hundred Pounds, may appeal from the award of the Arhitrators or 
the Umpire, as the case may be, to a J udg'e of the Supreme Court, 
and may have the allloullt of compensatioll fixed by a Judge of the said 
Court, ill the manner hereinafter provided. 

20 If the dissatitdied party desires to appeal from the award of the 
Arbitrators or Umpire as aforesaid, he shall, \vithin Fourteen days after 
the delivery to him of sllch award or a copy thereof, give notice in 
writing to the other party of hii' intention tu appeal, and shall, within 
One mouth after the service of such notice upon the opposite party 
prosecute sucll appeal ill acc.:)rdance with the Rules made b'y the .fudges 
for conducting appeals nucleI' "The Main Line Railway Amendment 
Act, No. 2," so far as such Rules are applicable; and the amount 
of compensation to be paid in such cases shall be ascertained by a .Judge 
of the Supreme Court in such manner as he deems advisable, and 
subject to such conditiolls as such .Iudg'e sees fit to impose; and the 
Judge rnay also, ill his discretion, make any Order as to the party by 

Persons not 
making claim 
when required 
to he barred. 

Dissatisfied party 
may appeal to a 
Judge of the 
Supreme Court, 

36 Vict. No. 19. 
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whom the cost of the apppal shall be borne: Provided that a Judge of 
the Supreme Court may. upon what he shall deem sufficient cause, 
allow an appeal under this Act to be prosecuted after the expiration of 
the time hereinbefore allowed for that purpose; but no appeal shall be 
allowed after the expiration of Three months after the service of notice 
of intention to appeal. 

Award not to be 21 Where the dissatisfied part.y gives such notice of appeal all 
made R Rule of aforesaid then the awal'd g'iven by the Arbitrators or the Umpire shall 
C '1 J d' , 
d °turt ~ntl uttge not be made a Rule of Court until a Judge of the Supreme Court, bv 

e ermmes ma er d' . , d h' I d d . h . d' " in dispute. an or er m wrltmg un el' IS UlU , etermmes t e matter III Ispute, 
or the time hereinbefore allowed for prosecuting the appeal has expired, 

PART IV. 
SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY OR GAS. 

Supply of electric 22 If after the Board shall have constructed and erected the 
light or gas necessary works for the genemtillIl and transmission of electricity or 
inside area at f' f' 1 h' h . f manufacture 0 gas or i!! tmg t e area, any owner or occupIer 0 Inch charges as ~ 
may be agreed. any house, building, 01' other premises in the said area shall require 

a supply of electricit.y or gas fc)r producing light, such supply shall 
in every case be furnished by the Board at such charges as shall from 
time to time be fixed b,v the Buard, in accordance with the provisions 
of this Act. 

Board may supply 23 If the owner 01' occupier of any land or building in the said 
electric~fy or gas area, or ill any other place at which the Board has erected the 
for motIve power, necessary works for supplying electricity or gas, under the provisions 
&c. of this Act, shall require a supply of electricity or gas for motive power 

Board mav make 
a rebatement of 
charges. 

Provision for 
testing. 

No form of lamp 
or burner to .e 
prescribed, but 
contractor or 
workmen to be 
approved by 
Board. 

01' for any purpose other than the production of light, the Board may 
from time to time; as it thinks fit, furnish such supply of electricity or 
gas to such owner or occupier, at such charges and upon such terms 
and conditions as the Board shall from time to time prescribe. 

24 It shall be lawful tor the Board from time to time to make such 
a rebatement as the Board shall think fit upon all moneys due and 
owing to the Board for electricity or gas supplied under the provisions 
of this Act, and which shall be paid to the Board not later than 
Fourteen days after demand has been made for payment thereof. 

25 The Board shall, before supplying any persoll with electricity or 
gas, put up and erect suitable apparatus at some testing place for the 
purpose of testing the normal strength and electric motive force of the 
electricity 01' gas supplied to him; the said apparatus and the position 
of the said testing-place to be approved by t.he Superintendent of 
Telegraphs, or any other person appointed by the Governor in Council. 

26 It shall not be lawful for the Board to prescribe any special 
form of lamp or burnel' to be used by any persons to whom the Board 
shall supply electricity for lighting purposes, but only such contractors, 
builders, artisans, workmen, and other persons as are approved by the 
Board shall be employed by any person for the purpose of erecting or 
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repairing any machinery, lamps, wires, pipes, conductors, apparatus, 01' 

appliance whatsoever to be used in supplying or producing light from 
electricity or gas supplied by the Board. 

A.D.199O. 

27 ·Where several buildiugs are supplied wit.h electricity or gas by 
one common conductur, the respective owners or occupiers of such 
buildings shall be severally liable to the payment of the same charges 
for the supply of electric light or gas as they would have been liable to 
if each of such several buildings had been supplied with electricity or 
gas by a separate conductor. 

Where /;Ieveral 
premises' supplied 
by one conductor 
each to pay. 

28 The Board may from time to time let for hire to any consumer 
of motive power or electricity or gas supplied by measure any meter or 
instrument for measuring the quantity of energy or of electricity 01' gas 
supplied and consumed at such rent in money as shall from time to time 
be fixed by the Board in accordance with the provisions of this Act; 
also, any conductors, fittings, and apparatus for the conveyance, recep­
tion, transformation, storage, 01' otherwise utilising electricity or gas 
for lighting, motive power, or any other purpose. 

Hoaru lUay 
provide metel'j. 

29 Such meters, instruments, conductors, fittings and apparatus 
shall not be subject to distress for rent of the premises where the same 
are used, and shall not be attached or taken in execution under any 
process of any Court of Law or Equity, or under or in pursuance of 
any adjudication, sequestration, or order in bankruptcy or other legal 
proceedings against ur affecting the consumer of the electricity, or the 
occupier of the premises or other person in whose possession the meters, 
conductors, fittings, instruments, and apparatns may be. 

Supply oj Electrici(l! o~· Gas to Distr'icts beyond tlw Town. 
30 The Board may at the request of the Local Authority of any 

Municipality, or Town, or Road District adjoining the Town of 
Devonport, erect in sl1ch municipality, or Town, or Road District such 
works and machinery as may be necessary f()]' supplying the inhabitants 
thereof with electricity or gas for producing light 0]' t()1' other purposes 
and if the Board shall at any time, at such request as aforesaid, con­
struct and erect the necessary works for supplying electricity or gas to 
any place outside the Town of Devonpol't, antI the owner or occupier 
of any house, or building', or other premise8 in such other place as 
aforesaid shall require a supply of electricity or gas for producing' 
light, such supply shall in every case be furnished by the Board at such 
charges as shall from time to tirne be fixed by the Board in accordance 
with the provisions of this Act. 

31 The Board may fi'om time to time make and enter into contracts 
with the Local Authority of any Municipality, or Town, or Road 
District for erecting and maintaining electric or gas lamps in such 
Municipality, or Town, or Road District, and supplying the same with 
light at such rate pel' lamp, and upon such other terms and conditions 
as may be mutually agreed upon. 

32 Any Municipality, or Town, or Road District adjoining a 
Municipality, or Town, or Road District in which the Board shall 
erect works for supplying electricity or gas to the iuhabitants thereof 
under the provisions of this Act, shall be·deemed to be a M ..l.nicipality, 

Meters, &c., not 
liable to seizure. 

Supply of elec­
tricity or gall to 
places beyond 
the Town. 

Board ma v make 
contracts ~ith 
Local Authority. 

Illtel'pl'etation 
of the term 
Municipality. 
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Supply of light 
olltside area 
boundaries. 

Board not to 
injure any 
Government line 
or telegraphic 01' 

telephonic com­
munication. 

Notice to be 
given to the Post­
master-General. 

W B'es, occ. to he 
erected in accord-. 
anc. with I'ule~ 
of Board of 
'fI'ade. 

Penalty. 
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oi' Town, or R.oad District adjoining the Town of Devonport within 
the meaning of this Act. 

~3 T~le Board may callse a supply of electricity or gas for pro­
ducmg lIght. or for other purposes to be brought to such places and 
Districts beyond the area as the Board sees fit, upon the application of 
llUY owners or occupiers of houses, huildings, or other premises in any 
such place or District. 

PROTECTION OF PU HLTC ELEC'fHIC 'l'EI.EGRA PH ANn 
TELEPHONE UNES 

34 The Board Hhall not, in tIle exercise of any of the powers COll­

fe1Ted by this Act, lay down any electric line, or do any other work for 
the supply of electricity whereby any telegraphic or telephonic line 
belonging to or under the eOlltrol of the Government. is or may be 
injuriously affected. 

35 Before any electrie line is laid down or other work is done 
under the authority of this Act within Ten yards of any part of the 
telegraphic or telephonic lines belonging to or under the control of 
the Government, excepting repairs and cOlll1ections with mains, in cases 
where the direction of the electrie line so laid down crosses the line 
belonging to or under the eontrol of the Government at right angles 
at the point of shortest distance and continues the same for a distance 
of Six feet 011 each side of such point, and \vhere the connecting' wires 
so crossing are not within Three feet of allY teleg raphic wire, the Board 
or their agent shall, not 1II0re than Twel1ty-eight no!' lesH than Seven 
dear days before commencing such work, give written notice to the 
Postmaster-General speci(ving the COHl'se ;.md llature of the work, 
including the g'aug'c of any eledl'ie lillei'; and the Board and their 
agents shall conform with SHch reaHonable requil'ements, either general 
or special, as may fl'om time to time be made by the Postmastel'­
General for the purpose of preventing any telegraphf' of the POf'tmaster­
Oeneral from being in.iuriously affeeted by the said work. 

36 The Postmaster-General may l'eq uire the Board to ereet their 
wires, conductors, communicators, distributors, electric lines or other 
apparatus in accordance with the rules and l'eg'ulationtl applying to 
electric light and power wireR as issued by the Lond()n Board of Trade, 
or such modification thereof as IllHy he approved and sanctioned by t.he 
Governor in Council. 

37 In the event of any cont1'avention of or wilful non-compliance 
by the Board, or their agents, with any of the provisioni' of thiii part 
of this Act, the Board shall be liable, on conviction, to a penalty not 
exceeding Ten Pounds for every day during which such contravention 
or non-compliance continues, or if the telegraphic communication is 
wilfully interrupted, not exceeding Fifty Pounds for every day on 
which .such interruption continues. 
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38 Nothing in this part of this Act shall subject the Board or their A.D.1900. 
agents to a penalty if they satit.ify the Court having cognisance of the --

th t th ' . d' . . f I k . d 'd Penalty not to h. case a e nnme late executIOn 0 t le WOI" was reqUIre to aVOI· d . . . . .. . .. lUcurre III 

an accIdent, or otherWIse was a work of emergency, and that they forth- certain cases. 
with served on the Postmaster or officer in charg;~ of the Post or 
Telegraph Office nearest t.o the place where the work was done a notice 
of the execution thereof, stating the reason for executing the same 
without previous notice. 

39 For the purposes of this Act a tel.-graphic 01' telephonic line When line to be 
belonging to or under the control of the Government shall be deemed ?ee.med to be in­
to be injuriously affected by a work, if telegTaphic or telephonic com- Jurtou~ly affected. 
munication by means of such liue is, whether through induction or 
otherwise, in any manner affected by such work, 01' by any use made of 
such work. . 

PART VI . 
. LlGH'l'ING RATE. 

40 In order to provide fIX the payment of the interest from time Board to fix 
to time accruing due upon any moneys borrowed undpr the authority of lighting rate.in 
this Act, for the purpose of constructing any works or purchasing and ~e>pect. to. blllld. 

. h' f' . d .. I .. moos wlthm the erectmg any mac mery or generatmg an traI1Smlttmg' e ectnclty or A~ea, 
gas in accordance with the provisions of this Act, the Board shall once 
in every year make and levy a Lighting Rate to be paid by the respective 
owners and occupiers of all houses, hnildings, 01' other lll'emises withill 
the Area. 

41 Every such Lighting Rate as aforesaid shall he deemed to be a Rate not to 
Town Rate, and may be of any amount 1I0t exceeding the sum of ex~e~J Two 

Two shill,in~s for every pound. of th~ a~sessed annual valu~ of every ~~~~~g~lt~:~ 
house, bUlldmg, or other premIses wIthm the Area, accorrhng to the annual value. 
Assessment Roll in force for the time being. 

42 Upon the making of any Lighting Rate uncleI' this Act, a notice Upon making 
signed by the Chairman and not less than Three members, specifying rate notice o~ 
the amount in the pound of the rate, the period for which the same same to be gIven. 

is made, and at what times the same is payable, shall be published in 
the Ga.zette; and npon any such notice being so published, the rate 
therein mentioned shall be payable and paid at the times specified in 
such notice by the pen,ons liable to pay the same, according to the 
annual value of such property as ascertained and determined by the 
Assessment Roll then in force for the town; and it shall not be 
IJeCessary in any such notice to set forth the names of the persons 
liable to the payment of the rate, or the sums which, according to such 
rate, such persons are liable to pay, or any other particnlars than 
hereinbefol'e in that behalf mentioned . . 

43 If any person liable as herein provided to pay any amount of' Rat~ not paid, 
Lighting Rate or charges neglects to pay the same within due time Chaumanof 

after the same has been lawfully demanded, the Oh airman of the !~~~~tu:,fYeiet:_p 
Board may, after Twenty-four hours' notice, stop the CUl'rent of tricity or gall. 
electricity or gas supplying the premises in respect of ",hich su<;h rate 
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or charge is payable, by cutting' off the wires of such premises, or by 
such other means as he mav thrnk fit, and the amount of Lighting 
Rate due from such person, together with the expense of cutting off 
the electricity or gas, may be recovered in the same manner as any 
Town Rate is recoverahle. 

No imprisonment 44 No person shall be liable to be imprisoned fo), non-payment of 
for non-payment any expenses of Lighting Rate or charge for electricity or gas supplied 
of rate or charges. under the provisions of this Act. 

Applies 
provisions of 
60 Vict. No. 31. 

Power to borrow. 

Poll to be taken 
before moneys 
borrowed. 

Method of 
taking Poll. 
60 Vict. No. 30. 

Notice of Poll. 

45 Subject to the provisions of this Act, so much of "The Town 
Boards Act, 1896," as relates to the making, levying, and recovery of 
rates shall be applicable to all rates to he made and levied under this 
Act. 

PART VII. 

POWER TO BORROW. 

46 It shall be lawful for the Board to borrow any sum or sums of 
money, not exceeding in the whole Eleven thousand Pounds, for the 
purpose of carrying out the objects of t.his Act. 

47 The Board shall not proceed in the matter of borrowing any 
sum of money under the authority of this Act until and after a Poll 
has been taken of the Electors of the area for the purpose of ascer­
taining whether the Board shall be permitted to proceed in the matter 
of borrowing such moneys. If at the taking of such Poll a less number 
than Two-thirds of the votes shall be in favour of the Board proceeding 
to borrow any sum of money under this Act, the Board shall not 
proceed to borrow any such money: Provided that, in the event of 
there not being the necessary num bel' of votes recorded at such Poll in 
favour of the Board borrowing such money, the Board may at any time 
after the expiration of Three months cause another Poll of the Electors 
to be taken, and if at any such subsequent Poll the necessary number 
of votes is obtained, the Board may proceed to borrow such money. 

48 Every Poll of Electors taken under the provisions of this Act 
shall be taken in the same manner as a Pull taken in the Town for 
the election of Members of the Board, and every Elector shall be 
entitled to the same number of votes as the number which he is entitled 
to use at an election of a Member of the Board; and the Ballot.papers 
to be used in the taking of every such Poll shall be in the form set 
forth in the Schedule to this Act. 

49 When the said Board shall decide to take a Poll of the Electors 
as aforesaid, t.hey shall cause an advertisement of such Poll to be 
inserted not less than Three times in a daily newspaper circulating in 
the Town, and in Two consecutive .llumbers of the Gazette, and such 
ad vertisement shall contain the following particulars ;--

1. The time and place of such Poll. 
2. The works proposed to he constructed 01' performed by the 

Board. 
3. The estimated cost of such works. 
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PART VIII. A.D.l000. 

ACCOUNTS. 

50 The Treasurer of the Board shall keep a sepal'ate and distinct Electric light 01' 

account, to be called" The Devonport Electric Light or Gas Account," gal!! account to be 
of the proceeds of all rates and all moneys received and paid under the kept. 
powers and provisions of this Act, which relate to the lighting of the 
area, and the supply of electricity 01' gas; and all rates and moneys 
received by the Board or the Treasurer under such powers and provi-
sions shall be carried to the credit of the said account, and shall be 
appropriated and applied to the purposes of lighting the area with 
electric light or gas, and supplying Electricity or Gas to the inhabi-
tants of the said area, in accordance with the provisions of this Act, 
including the purchase of any land taken under the provisions of this 
Act for the purposes aforesaid, and the payment of any compensation 
payable under the said powers and provisions of this Act. 

PART IX. 
WASTE OR MISUSE OFELECTRlCI'l'Y OR GAS. 

51 If any person when required by the Board neglects to keep in Electric or gall 
repair any of the works by which his premises are supplied with service works to 
electricity or gas under the authority of this Act, the Board may cut be kept in repair. 
off the supply of eleetricity or gas from such premises until such works 
are sufficiently repaired; and the Board may repair snch works, and 
. the cost of repairing the same shall be repaid to the Board by the 
person neg'lecting to repair the same, and may he recovpred by the 
Board from such person in a summary way. 

52 The inspector or any other person acting under the authority of Penalty for 
the Board may, at any time by night 01' by day, enter into any house or obstructing 
premises supplied with electricity or gas under the authority of this Act, Board. 
in order to examine if there is any waste or misuse of' such electricity 
or gas, and the condition or state of repair of wires or works by which 
such electricity 01' gas is supplied to such hOllse or premises; and 
if such inspector or other person is at any such time refused admittance 
into such house or premises for tbe purposes aforesaid, the Board may 
cut off the supply of electricity or g'as from such house 0]' premises. 

PAR'!' X. 
OFFENCES. 

58 Every person who wilfully obstructs, hinders, or interrnpts the Powel' to enter 
. Board, or any person acting under the authority of the Board, in premises to ' 
doing or performing any work by this Act authorised to be done or H1spect. 

performed by the Board, or in the exercise of any powel" or authority 
by this Act conferred on the Board, shall for every such offence incUr' 
a penalty of not less than Ten Pounds nor more th!lll Fifty Pounds. 
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\.D.1900. 54 Every owner or occupier of any premises supplied with elec-
. tricity or gaA under this Act who supplies to any other person, 01' wil-

Allowmg persons fully permits him to take allY of such electricity or gas from any 
not shupphl'ed to connuctor or pipe or service in or on Auch premises, shall, for every use tee ~ctrici t.y 
01' gas. Auch offence, incur a penalty not excee(iing Twenty Pounns. 

Taking electricity 
01' gas, &0., with­
out authority. 

Attaching any 
conductor or pipf!, 
&c., without 
liI.uthority. 

Personl' 
damaging any 
electric line 01' 

gas service, &c. 
to pay compensa­
ti011. 

Pcrtlons failing 
to report oftmar,-e. 

Accessories to 
offences liable as 
principals. 

Appropriation of 
penalties. 

"Recovery of fines, 
penalties, ~c. 

19 Vict. X o. 8. 

Appeal. 

Person convicted 
(If offence may be 
ordered to pay 
sum of money 
equal to value of 
property 
damaged. 

55 Every person, who, without flue authority, takes any electricity 
from any wire or conductor, 01' gas fl'om allY pipe or service 01' ot.her 
work belonging to the Board, shall, for every Auch ofi{mce, incur a 
penalty not exceening- Twenty Pounds. 

56 Any person who makes any wire or conductor to communicate 
with any wire or conductor, 01' any service or pipe to communicate 
with any pipe or service of the Boal'd, without- the authority of the 
Board in that behalf, shall incur a penalty not exceeding Twenty 
Pounds. 

57 Any person who ca}'ele8sl~' or (t('cidentally breaks. throws down, 
or damages any electric line 01' gaA service, or any pillar, post, lamp, 
or other work~ helong-ing to the Boarn 01' under their control, shall 
forfeit and pay to the Board for the damage so done by way of satifol­
faction, such folllm of money aA will compenfolate the Board theret()r. 

58 Any person who breaks, throws nown, or damages any electric 
line or gas service, or any pillar, post, lamp, 01' othpr works belonging' 
to the Boarn or under their control, and fails to forthwith report the 
same to rhe Board's Electrical Engineer, Manager, or Secretal'y shall 
be liable to forfeit and pay to the Boarn a sum not exceeding Ten 
Pounds, in andition to the amount of damag·e. 

59 Where the doing of any act 01' thing is made punishable by this 
Act, or bv any Bv-Iaw in force under the authority of this Act, with 
any penalty, line: or forfeiture, the causing, procuring, permitting, 01' 

suffering such Act or thing to be none flhaIl be puniAhable in like 
manner. 

60 All penalties for offences ag'ainst this Act shall be applied to the 
use of the Board, and shall he paid to the Treasurer of the Board, and 
shall be carrien to the credit of the Electric Light or Gas Account. 

61 Where no other mode is provided in this Act, all fines and 
penalties unner this Act or under any By-law made in pursuance 
of this Act may be recovered and enforced before any Police, or Stipen­
diary Magistrate, or hefore Two 0)' more Justices of the Peace, in 
the mode prescrihed by The Ma.qistrates Summm'y Procedu1'e Act. 

62 Any person who thinks himself aggrieved by any penalty 
imposed under the authority)f this Act, or any Act incorporated here­
with, or any By-law as· aforesaid, which is recoverable in a summary 
way, may appeal against the same in the mode prescrihen by 1 he 
Appeals Regulation Act. 

63 Every person convicted of any of the oftEmces herein before 
mentioned may be ordered to pay, in addition to the penalty attached 
to the offence, a sum equal to the value of the property damaged or 
de.stroyed by. him in the. act of comwitting the offence. 
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PART XI. 
OFFICERS. 

64 The Board may, from time to time, appoint and employ an 
engineer, inspector, and such other officers and other persons as the 
Board thinks necessary and proper for the execution of the poweri' 
vested in the Board bv this Act. 

65 Wherever by this Act authority is conferred OH the Board to 
enter upon any land fol' the purposes of this Aet, 01' to do any act in 
or relating' to the cOllstruetion 0)' l1laintenance of any work, the same 
authority shall equally extend to all person" acting hy tIle direction of 
the Board, and to all necessary agellts, assistants, Sel'VHllts, workmen, 
me(lns, and appliances whatsoever. 

PAWl' XII. 
BY-LAWS. 
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Appointment of 
Officers 

Powers conferrll(l 
on Board to 
extend to officel'fI: 
duly all thol'ised. 

66 The Board shall have power from time to time to make, alter, By-LaW'~. 
modify, amend, 01' repeal By-laws for the following purposes :-

For regulating the charges, terms, and conditions upon which 
electricity or gas shall be supplied to any person under the 
authority of this Act: 

For regulating the description of eonductors, wires, pi pes, serviee, 
and other apparatus by means of whieh electricity or gas may 
be laid on, distributed, 0]' supplied by the Board, and for pro­
hibiting' the use of any other description of conductors, wires, 
or apparatus, pipes, or service: 

For regulating all other matters ulld things whieh may be found 
to be necessary or proper in conneetion with the supply of elec­
tricity or gas under this Act: 

For preventing injury to any of the works, 01' machinery, or 
apparatus erected by or belong'ing to the Board fo1' the genera­
tion 01' transmission of electricity or gas, and otherwise for the 
better effectuating any of the purposes of this. Act in any matter 
not otherwise sufficiently provided for; and to provide that any 
such By-law may be enforced by cutting oft' the wire or con­
ductor, or service, 01' by such pecuniary penalty, not exceeding 
in any case the sum of Twenty Pounds, as the Board thinks 
propel'. 

Subject to the provisions of this Act, tht' pl'OvisiollS of "The Town 
Boards Act, 1896," relating to By-laws made under that Act, shall be 
applicable to the By-laws made under this Act. 

PART XIII. 
MISC.ELLANEOUS. 

67 No person shall be disqualified from acting' as a Judge, Justice 
of the Peace, Juror, or otherwise in any proceeding under this Act, or 
any Act incorporated therewith, by reason only of his being a ratepayer 
of the Town of De1)Onport, or by reason of his being liable to any 

Interest in 
execution of Act 
not to be a di(1l­
qnalification. 
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rate or charge for electricity 01' gas supplied under this Act, or of his 
premises being supplied, or being so situated as to be capable of being 
supplied with electricity or gas under this Act. 

.68 .No land acquired or held by the Board under the authority 
of this Act, and used for the purposes of this Act, shall, unless with the 
consent of the Governor in Council, be subject to the operation of The 
Lands Clauses Ac;t or any Act incorporating the whole or any portion 
of that Act.' -

69 The like pi'oceedings may Le had for lecoveriug and enforcing 
the payment of any charges payable by any person to the Board for the 
supply of electricity or gas by the Board, under this Act, as may he 
had for re~overing and enforcing any rate payable under this Act. 

70 All sums of ruonepl payaLle by allY rerson for electricity or gas 
surplied by the Board under the rrovisions of this Act shall be a 
debt due from such rersoIl to the Board, and shall be recoverable by 
the Board from such person in any Court of competent jurisdiction, as 
well as by an~' other mode provided by this Act. 

71 III any proceedings under" The Bankruptcy Act, 1870," or any 
other Act regulating the distribution of the estate or assets of any 
bankrupt or insolvent debtor, any sum of money owing to the Board 
for electricity or light, or energy, 01' motive power, or any other 
purpose, supplied to any person by the Board, by measure or under 
any contract authorised by the said Act, shall rank as taxes and rates 
within the meaning of Section Thirty-one of "The Bankruptcy Act, 
1870," and shall have the like priority in the order of payment of the 
debts of the bankrupt or insolvent debtor. 

8 C HE D U L E. 

SAL LOT -PAPER. 

FOR. 

AGAINST. 

If you are in favour of the proposed Loan, .vou will ~trike out the word 
., AGAINST ;" and if you are opposed to the proposed Loan, YOII willlltrike out the 
word" FOR." 

JOHl'f VJlIL, 

-.OV1UtNMF.NT PEI,lNT.JI:R, T ... I'!MA~jJl. 


