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TA S M A N I A~ 

1 925. 

ANNO SEXTO DECIMO 

GEC)'R,GII R,EGIS~ 

No. 29. 

AN ACT to consolidate and ~tlnend the Law 
relating to the Regulation and Closing of 
Shops. [9 December, 1925.J 

BE it. enacted by His Excellency the Governor of Tasmania, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and House of 
Assembly, in Parliament assembled, as follows :-

A.D. 
1925. 

1 (I)--This A.ct may be cited as "The Shops Act, 1925." Short.title and 
(2) Th ' A h 11 . . d 1 I' d commencement. 

IS ct s a come ll1to operatIOn on a ate to oe proc alIne 
by the Governor. 

2 The enactments set forth in the Schedule (1) hereto are hereby Repeal. 
repealed to the extent therein specified. 
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Interpretatioll. 

Appointment of 
olficel'~. 
1 Geo. V. No. 57. 

Cornpu]"ory 
Lalf~IJ(;liday. 

Special holidays. 

Excepted shop~. 

Florists' ~h(}p". 

No. 29. 
--_ .. _-------------

Shop,·. 

3 In this Act, unless the context otherwise reguires-

" Chief Inspector" means the Chief Inspector of Factories under 
the Factories Act, 1910: 

" Closed," llsed with reference to a shop, means shut up in such 
a way a" to exclud(· all persons from entl'J'ing therein for 
the purchase 01' removal of any goods kept. for sale therein; 
and the verb " to close" has a corresponding meaning: 

" Family," used in relation to a shopkeeper. nvans the 11l1,.;hand, 
wife, childrt'n, step-cllildren grand children, par'l'nt:" and 
grand-parents of the shopkeeper: 

" Inspector" me,ms an inspector appointed by or UDder this Act; 

" Section" means section of this Act: 

" Shop" means place. building, 01' a portion of a building 
separated from the 1'e:;;t thereof, stall, vehicle, or tent in 
which goods are offered 01' exposed for sale by retail to the 
public or in which the business of a hairdresser is carried on : 

" Shop Assistant" means any person employed by a shopkef'per 
in, or in connection with, the sale, manufacture, or delivery 
of goods in a sLop, and iueludes a clerk ~mployed ill a 
shop, but does not include any person so employed only , 
when the shop is closed: 

" Shopkeeper" means t.he person, partnership, 01' corporat.ioll 
occupying a shop directly or indirectly a" principal, and 
any person acting, or apparently acting, in the manage­
ment or control of a shop, and includes a hawker, but not 
a merchant or warehouseman who sells only by wholesale: 

" Week" when used alone means the period bet ween midnight 
on SaturdRY and midnight on the followillg Saturday. 

4-(1) All Inspectors under the Factories Act, 1910, and all 
memuers of the Police Force shall ue inspectors under this Act. 

(2) The Governor may, from time to time, appoint sHcb additional 
inspectors and other officers as may be required for the purposes of this 
Act. 

5-( I) Except. as in this Act otherwise provided every shop shall be 
closed at one of the clock in the afternoon of every Raturday, and shall 
remain closed until six of the clock in the forenoon of the following 
Mondav 

(2) 'All shops shall be closed during' the whole of Christmas Day, 
G<y)d Friday, April the twenty-fifth in each yeal', and, except as 
pruvided in Subsection ('2) of Section Nine and Subsection (9) of 
Section Twelve, Easter Saturdav. 

(a) This Section shall not apj)ly to shops of the kiuds mentioned IH 

the Schedule (2) to this Act. 
(4) Florists' shops may be reopened at seven of tile doek ill the 

afternoon of Saturday (not beillg Christmas Day 01' Easter Saturday.) 



16° G-EOl{G-lI V. 1\ o. 29 

Shops. 

6-(1) Except as provided in Subsection (2) hereof every shop 
assistant in all Rhops mentioned in the Schedule \'2) to this Act shall be 
allowed et half-holiday on olle day in eadl week, from one of the clock 
in the afternoon until six of the clock in the moming of the next 
week-day. 

(2) 11; hotels, public-houses, railway refreshment-rooms, and eating-­
houses, such half-holiday may commence at half-past two of the clock, 
instead of one of the dock, in the afternoon. 

(3) For the purposes of this section every person employed III 

whatever capacity in <lIly of the shops herein mentioned shall be 
deemed to he a shop assistant. 

7 All shop assistallts shall be dismissed within fifteen minutes after 
the hour for closing each day or after the t.ime fixed for the commence­
ment of their half-holiday on the day upon which they are entitled to 
a half-holiday, as the ease may be. 

8 (1 )-Except as hereinafter provided every shop shall be closed at 
six of the clock in the afternoon on the first fOlll' week-days, and at 
nine of the c~oek in tJle afternoon of Friday, in each we~k: and shall 
remain closed until six of the clock in the following morning. 

(2) The provisions I)f Subsection (1) of this Section sLall not 
apply io shops of the kinds mentioned in the Schedule (2); nor t<) 
small shops; nor to photogTaphers' shops open only for the purpose of 
the taking of photographs by appointment. 

(3) It shall be l:-Jwful for any shop to be opened at any Lime for the 
purpose only of supplying' motor spirit to any person stating that he 
requires the same fill' the purpose of continuing a journey. 

469 
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Half-holiday tor 
assi~ta nts in 
exempted shops. 

Hotels, &c. 

Time fm' assistants 
to he dismissed. 

Early closing. 

Exemptions. 

9--(1) Butchers' shops in Hobart and in LaUHcestoD shall close at Closing hours in 
five ot the clock in the afternoon of each of the first four week speeial eal'les. 
days in each week, and at nine of the clock on Fridavs, and the several City butehers. 

chisses of shops bel'eunder enumerated shall close 'in the afternoon of 
each of the first four week days in each week at the respective hours 
hereunder set forth in each case, namely-

L Hairdressers' shops at seven of the clock; and 
11. Tobacconists' shops at eight of the elock-

and ill all other respects the provisions of Section Eight shall apply to 
all sllch shops. 

(2) Newsvendors' shops shall close-

r. At nine of the clock in the afternoon of each of the first 
four week davs: 

n. At ten of the dock in the afternoon of Fridav: and 
III. A t eleven of the clock in the afternoon of Sc(turdav-

,; 

in each week, and shall also close at one of the clock in rhe afternoon 
of Saturday in each week, and remain closed until half-past six of the 
clock in the afternoon of the same day, and in all other respects the 
provisions of Section Eight shall apply to sueh shops. 

Hairdre~sers. 

Tobaeeonists. 
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Chemists may 
supply medicines, 
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Sale of other 
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Friendly 
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Small shops. 

16° GEORGII V No 29. 
-------------, 

Shops 

10-(1) Chemi8ts' and druggists' shops may be kept open between 
the hours of half-past seven and half-past eight of the clock in the 
afternoon of any day; and may be opened at any time for the purpose 
of supplying only medicine or surgical requirements for so long only as 
may be necessary for such purpose in each particular case. 

(2) The sale of any article or thing other than those mentioned in 
Subsection (1) hereof, at any time when such shoJ1s would, but for 
that subsection be required to be closed, shall be an offence against this 
Act. 

Penalty: Minimum: Ten Pounds; maXlmum: Twenty-five 
Pounds. 

(3) In any prosecution under this section, proof that any such shop 
was open only for the purpose mentioned in Subsection (1), shall be 
upon the defendant. 

11 Any Friendly Society's dispensary may be opened at any time for 
the purpose of supplying only medicine or surgical requirements upon 
a doctor's prescription to members of such society only. 

12-(1) Any shop, wherein no shop a8sistant 01' uot more than 
two shop assistants (such assistants being members of I he shopkeeper's 
family) are engaged or employed, may be registered under this Act, and 
while so registered shall be a " small shop" within the meaning of this 
Act: Provided that one of such assistants shall uot be over the Hge of 
eighteen years. 

(2) Small shops shall be registered annually with the Chief Inspec­
tor at the times and in the manner prescribed, and if a shop-assistant 
is employed in a small shop such assistant shall be registered with 
the Chief Inspector as may be prescribed. 

(3) No shop-assistant shall be employed in a small shop unless he 
is the holder of a licence for tha1 purpose under this Act. 

(4) The Chief Inspector may issue licences to the keepers of small 
shops and their assistants respectively upon payment of the prescrIbed 
fees. 

(5) No person shall be licensed as a shop-assistant in a small bhop 
who is employed elsewhere than in such shop; and, if any person so 
licensed shall be employed elstwhere than in the small shop in respect 
of which he is licensed, his licence shall be forfeited. 

(6) No shop shall be registered as a small shop, the shopkeeper 
whereof is a partnership or firm or is acting directly or indirectly as the 
agent of any other person, or is employed 0)' engaged in any other 
business than the keeping of such ~hop. 

(7) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsections (5) and (6), a 
person may be licensed as a shop assistant or registered as the keeper 
of a small shop re8pectively, alrhough such person is employed or 
engaged in any other bminess, if, in the opinion of the Chief Inspector, 
such person, by reason of age, infirmity, or other disability is l-mable 
to ejlfll a livin~ otherwise: . 
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Shops. 

(8) Every small shop shall be closed from nine of the clock m the A.D 1925. 
afternoon of every week-day, other than Saturday, until six of the 
clock in the morning of the next week-day. 

(9) Small shops may be kept open between the hours of seven ,md 
nine of the clock ill the aftemoon of every Saturday (not. heing 
Christmas Day). 

13 No fresh uncooked meat shall be sold in any shop during the 
hours in which butcher's shops are required by this Act to be closed. 

For the purposes of this section the expression "fresh uncooked 
meat" shall be deemed to include corned pork, and corned beef, if 
the same are uncooked, but not bacon, ham, or sausages. 

14-(1) ~T 0 tobacco, cigars, or cigarettes shall be sold at any shop 
during the hours in which tobacconists' shops are required by this Act 
to be closed: Provided that this subsection shall lld apply to small 
shops except between the hours of seven and nine of the clock in the 
afternoon of Saturday. 

(2) No person shall sell tobacco, cigars, or eigarettes, unless he is 
the holder of a licence for that purpose. 

(3) The Chief Inspector may issue, annually, licences in such E.mn 
and manner, and upon payment of sllch fees as ma:' be prescribed, and 
every such licence shall authorise the holriel' and his assistants (if any) 
to sell tobacco, cigars, and cigarettes. 

(4) If the hold!'r of a licence under this section shall be convicted 
of selling tobacco, cigars, or cigarettes in contravention of thi" Act, 
after having been twice previously convicted of any such offence, his 
licence shall be forfeited. 

15-: 1) If, in any shop, goods of different classes are ,;old or kept 
for sale, such shop shall be closed at the earliest closing !wurs prescribed 
by this Act for any class of shops in w llich any of such classes of goods is 
sold or kept for sale. 

Fresh meat. 

Tohaceo, &e 

Mixed trade shops 
to clOSe at earliest 
hours fixed fol' 
any class of goods 
sold. 

(2) This section shall not apply to hutels, pu blic- houses, restalll'ants, B~xcertions. 
boa-rooms, newsvendol's' shop,;, chemists' and druggists' shops, or small 
shops. 

(3) For the purposes of this section tinned meats shall be deemed Tinned meats. 
to be groceries. 

16-(1) No person shall, in any shop, CHIT,)' on the business of a Newsvendors 
news vendor unless he is the holder of a licence for that purpose to be license(l. 

under this Act. 

(2) The Chief Inspector may issue, annually, licences in such form 
and maIlner, and upon payment of such fees as may be prescribed, 
and every such licence shall authorise the holder to carry un the 
business of a newsvendor. 
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A.D. H2i). 

Hour,~ of 
employment for 
females and 
children. 

1 Geo. V. No. 57. 

No. 29. 

Shops. 

(0) If the holder of a licence under this Sectioll, in or from any shop 
in respect Of which he holds sllch lieem'c, sells goods, of any class other 
than those autborised hv sllcll liccnec to be sdld, aftoCI' the hOll!' (jf---

I. Onc of tile clZ)ck in the aftel'llooJl of Saturday: 
If. Nine of the clock in the afternoon of Friday: or 

Ill. Six of the clock in the afternoon of anv othel: dav--,-
he shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. j .! 

Penalty: Ten Pounds. 
(4) If any person is twice convicted of selling goods contrary 

to the provisions of Subsection (3) hereof his licence shall be forfeited, 
aud he shall be inc~lpabl{' of hOlding a licence under this seetion until 
1]le expiratioll of two years aftt'r suell f(HfeitlHe. 

(5) The goods, of which allY such licence shall authorise the sale as 
aforEsaid, shall includ(~ only newspapers, magazines, periodicals, and 
stamps. , 

(n) A licensee nnder this Section may sell any such goods as 
ailJresaid and books in any book-stall or paper-stall upon any railway 
platf()l'm at any tirne from thirty lI1innte:o before the scheduled time of 
departure of a passenger train 11 p to the time of the departure of sLlch 
train thel'efrom notwithstanding that tbe :,:ame may not be within the 
hours hereinbefore prescribed. C .J 

17-( I) Except as hereinafter provided, llO fernale 01' child under 
the age of Sixteen years (each of whom is in this section referred to as 
" snch person ") shall be employed in allY shop--

I. For more than fifty-two hours in any week: 
H. For more than llirJ~ hours in an v da y : 

Ill. For more than five hours eonti~lUolislv without an interval 
of not less than three-quarters i)f all hon1' for a meal. 

(2) On one day in ('<leh \veek t ,relve Loms may be worked by any 
such person. 

(a) If a shop is ciosed foT' a publie holiday on anv day other than 
Saturday, twelve hours may be wo/·ked by any such person on two 
days in the week in which such holiday occurs. 

(4) To meet any ullusual press of business a shopkeeper may 
employ any such person for a period exceeding the hours mentioned iri 
Subsection (J), subject to the tollowing conditions:-

1. The time worked by any such person shall in no case exceed 
twelve hours in any dav: 

H. Such exce,.s time sh~tll r;'ot he worked on more than forty 
days in anyone calendar year: 

1II. The shopkeeper sball within twenty-foUl' hours after the 
commencement of any such extra working give notice in 
the prescribed form to the CIJief Inspector of having 
availed himself of the provisions of this subsection. 

(5) ~I\ny sueh persoIl 'who has beE'l1 ('mployed on any day ill a factory 
as defined by the Fact()rie,~ Act, i~) I 0, shall not be employed in a 
shop on that day it the time of slleh employment in both such places 
on that day exceeds, in the aggregate, eight hours. 
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Shops. 

(6) In computing the hours specified in this section all times apowed AD. 1925. 
for meals shall be excluded. 

(7) Any shopkeeper employing any person in contravention (i)f this 
section shall Le gllilty of an' offence against this Act. 

Penalty: For a first offencE', Five Poullds. 
For any subsequent offence, Twenty Pounds 
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18 Every shopkeeper who employs any females in his 8Lop shall Seating 
provide such seating accol1ll1lodat;on as may lw prescribed in convenient aeeommouatioD. 

places for all sHcb employees, and shall make tbe same available fOT 
such employees at all times, and permit them to llse the 8ame at all 
reasonable times. 

19 Every inspector may-- Powers of 
E I J 1 1 I , insl)eetor~. 

T. . nter at any I'easona ) E" 10tH Hny f-l'lOP or any pace reasou-
:lbly believed hy him to be <lI. shop: 

n. Make such enquiries as may be reasonalJly necessary to 
ascertain whether the provisions of this Act have been corn­
plied with in such :~hop, and ff)}' such purpose <tlsk all 
reasonable (luestious of the shopkeeper,. and any :person 
employed in or about such sbop, and all such persons are 
hereby required to Clnswer all sHch questions truthfully: 

Ill. Exercise such other powers as may be necessary or prescribed 
for carrying out the provisions of this Act. 

20-(1) Any pt'l'son who wilfully obstructs an inspector in the Obstructing 
exercise of any powers conferred upon him by this Act, or fails to officers. 
answer any question lawfully put to him by such inspector, shall be 
guilty of an offence against this Act. 

(2) No person shall be required under Section Nineteen or this 
Section to answer any question tending to eriminate himself. 

21 Every shopkeeper who- Oflimces. 

1.-- (a) Fails to close his shop: or 
(b) Fails to keep his shop closed: or 
(c) Fails to dismiss his shop .. assistants­

in accordance with the provisions of this Act: or 
n. Employs an unlicensed assistant in a small shop: or 

m. Contravenes any express provision of this Act­
shall be guilty of an offence against this Act. 

22 Every person who is guilty of an offence against this Act shall, Pellalties. 
where no other penalty is provided, be liable on conviction to a ~)enalty 
of Five Pounds. 

23 All proceedings in respect of offences against this Act Proceedings. 
shClll be heard and determined by a ~Jolice magistrate, and all 
penalties shall be imposed, recovered. and enforced, in accordance 
with the provisiuns of the Justices' Procedure Act, 1919. 10 Geo. V.No.M. 
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Shops. 

24 Nothing' in this Act shall apply to any bazaar or fair ,,:here 
goods are sold or offered fol' sale in order that the nett proceeds of the 
sale may be devoted to religious, charitable, or public purposes only, 
nor to persons authorised to sell goods at any regatta, race, sports, 
place of public amusement, or show meeting. 

25 The operation of this Act shall be suspended durillg the two 
week-days immediately preceding Christmas Day, anci the one week­
day in:lmediately preceding New Year's DJ.lY and Good Friday 
respectIVely. 

26 In any rural district, and in cases of shopkeepers who are cripples 
or invalids, or are otherwise subject to any special disability the Chief 
Inspector may exempt any shopkeeper from all or any of t!Je provisions 
of this Act, and may at any time withdraw any such exemption. 

27-(1) The Governor may, £i'om time to time, make such regu­
lations as may be deemed necessary for carrying out the provisions and 
objects of this Act. 

(2) Any such regulations may impose a penalty not exceeding' Five 
Pounds for any breach thereof. 

se HE D U LE S. 

(1) 
----------1 -----

Date of Act. Title of Act. 

1 Geo, V, No. 57 The Factories Act, 1910 

Extent of Repeal. 

Sections 59 to 61 inclusive 
and Section 72 

2 Geo. V. No. 21 The Shops' Closing Act, 1911 The whole Act 
4 Geo. V. No. 52 The Shops' Closing Act, 1913 The whole Act 

Vegetable Shops. 
l~ruit Shops. 
Confectioners' Shops. 
Hotels and Public-holtses. 
Railwa v Refi·eshment-rooms. 
Hestau;'allts and Tea-rooms. 

(2) 
Cooked-meat Shops. 
Milk- vendors' Shops. 
Pastry cooks' Shops. 
Fish and Oyster Shops. 
Bakers' Shops. 
Newspaper Offices. 

IOBJi VollL, 
Q(lVDNMENT PRINTJrn, TASMANIA 


