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TA S MAN lA 

1 908. 

ANNO ocrrAVO 

.·EDWARDI VII. REGIS, 
No. 36. 

AN ACT to regulate Sunday Observance. 
[14 December, 1908.] 

A,D. 

1908. 

.BE it enacted by His Excellenc,v the Governor of Tasmania, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and House 
of Assembly, in Parliament assembled, as follows :-
. 
1 This Act may be cited as " The Sunday Observance Act.." Short title. 

2 From and after the commencement of this Act-
1. The Imperial Acts specified in the schedule to this 

shall not extend 01' apply to t.his State: 
Act Imperial Acts in 

sched ule not to 
apply to this 
State. 

H. Sections One hundred and ninety-five, One hundred and 
ninety-six, One hundred and ninety-seven, One hundled 
and ninety-eight, and Ohe hundred and twellty of ., The 
Police Act, 1905," shall be repealed. 

Repeal of certain 
sections of " The 
Pulice Act, 
] 905." 

3 In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires-
•• Sunday" means the period of time which begins at midnight Interpretation, 

on 8aturday and ends at midnight on the following day: "Sunday." 
.• Person" includes His Majesty and all public bodies, bodies "Person," 

corporate, societies, corn panies, and inhabitants of cities 
or municipalities: 

" Vessel" ineludes any kind of vessel or boat used for conveying ., Ves8el." 
passengers or freisht by water: 
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" Railway." 
, Perforn:ance." 

" Employer." 

Passenger traffic 
not prohibited. 

Commenct'merlt 
of Act. 

No sales to be 
made or bu,iness 
or wOI'k done on 
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Games and 
performa nces. 

Charge for 
conveyance to 
performance. 

Municipal 
council may 
make by-laws 
regulating or 
prohibiting 
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Sunday Ob.~ervance. 

" Railway" includes steam railway, electric railway, street rail­
way, and tramway: 

" Performance" includes any game, match, sport, contest, 
exhibition, or entertainment: 

" Employer" includes every pt'r$on to w bose orders or 
directions any other person is by his employment bound to 
conf'orm. 

4 Nothing in this Act shall--
I. Be deemed to prevent passenger- traffic of' any kiud on 

Suuda.1.J not prohibited by law: 
11. Affect or prevent the operHtion or application of any law for 

the time being in force r(·lating to passenger traffic. 

5 This Act shall COIllmence and come into force on the First day 
of January, One thousand nine h~lIdred and nine. 

Prohibitions. 

6 It shfll! not be lawful for any person on Sunday. except as 
provided in this Act-

I. To sell or offer for s<lle or purchase any goods, ch<ltteIR, or 
other personal property, or any real estate: or 

11. To carry 011 or transact any busilless ot his ordinary calling, 
or in connection with such calling: or 

Ill. For gain to do, or employ any other person to do, on that day 
any work, business, or labour. 

7- (\.) It shall not be lawful f'Ol' any person on Sunday to-
I. Engage in any publiC game 01' contest for gam, or for any 

prize or reward, or to be present thereat: or 
H. Provide, engage in, or be present at any periorm<lnce VI' 

public meeting at which any fee is charged, directly or 
indirectly, either for admission to such performance or 
meeting, or to any place within which the same is pro­
vided, or for any service or privIlege thereat .except per­
tormances or public meetings sanctioned by the mayor or 
warden of the city or municipality in which 1 he same 
take place. 

(2.) Any charge made by or by the direction of any person 
providing or managing a performance, in respect of the conveying of 
any other person to the performance, shall be deemed to be a fee 
charged indirectly f()r admission to the performance, within the 
meaning of paragrap~ n. of Subsectioll (1.), in every case where no 
other fee is charged for admission to the performance. 

(3.) The municipal council of any city or municipality may from 
time to time make by-laws to take effect in the city or municipality-

I. Regulating the hulding on Sunday of any e'xhibition or 
entertainment at which no fee is charged, directly or 
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indirectly, either for admission to such exhibition or enter- A.D. l00~. 
tainment or to any place within which the same IS 

provided, or for any service or privilege thereat ; 
11. Prohibiting the providing, engaging in, or being present at 

any specified exhibition or entertainment, ur any specified 
class of exhibition or entertainment, on Sunday at which 
no fee is so chargt-d as aforesaid. 

exhibition 01' 

entertainment at 
which no charge 
made for 
admission. 

(4.) This section shall not operate so as to prevent, 
interfere with divine worship in any way whatever. 

impede, or Divine worship 
not to be 
interfei'ed with. 

8 It shall not be lawful for any person to advertise in any 
manner whatsoever an) performance or other thing prohibited by this 
Act. . 

9-·(1.) No person shall without legal cau~e discharge any firearm on 
Sunday withill, or within Three miles of, any town, or within One 
mile of any place of worship where divine service is beillg held. 

(2.) Any constable who sees any such offence committed may seize 
any firearm so discharged as aforesaid, and may apprehend every such 
offender without warrant. 

Advertisements 
of prohibited 
performances,&c., 
declared 
unlawful. 
Shooting on 
Sunday. 

10 No person on Sunday shall serve or execute, or cause to be Service of process 
served or eXf'cuted, anv writ, process, warrant, order; judgmellt or 011 Sunday. 
d ( . " f l' I . d b h f shall be vOId. ecree except III cases 0 treason, le ony, mls emeanor, or reac 0 et: 2!J Car. lI. 
the peace). c. 7, s. 6 . 
. The l'Iervice on Sunday of every such writ, process, warrant, order, 

. judgment, or decree .shall be void to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever; and the person so serving or executing the same shall be 
as liable to the suit of the party grieved, and to answer damages to 
him for the doing thereof, as if he had dOlle the same without any 
writ, process, warrant, order, judgment or decree at all. 

Works of Necessity and Merry excepted. 
11 Notwithstanding anything herein contained, any person may on 

8uftda:1J do any work of necessity or merc)" and for greater certainty, 
but not SI) as to restrict the ordinary meaning of the expression" work 
of necessity or mercy," it is hereby declared that it shall be deemed to 
include the following' classes of work ;-. . 

I. Any necessary or customary work in connection with divine 
worship; 

n. "Vork for the relief of sickness and suffering, including the 
sale of drugs, medicines, and surgical appliances uy retail: 

Ill. Starting or maintaining fires, makillg repair" to furnaces and 
repairs in cases of emergency, and doing any other work 
when such fires, repairs, or work are essential to any 
industry or industrial process of such a continuous nature 
that it cannot be stopped without serious injury to such 

Works of 
necessity or 
mercy not 
prohibited. 

Divine worship. 

Relief of sickness: 

Fires and repairs 
to any continuous 
industry. 
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Fires, pumping, 
&c., in protection 
of life and 
property. 
Continuous 
supply of light, 
heat, &c. 
Conveying 
travellers. 
Trains and vessels 
in transit. 

Repairs, &c., in 
case of railways. 

M ilk, cheese, and 
live animals. 

Newspapers. 

Sale of milk. 

Sale of fruit. 

Opening of 
restaurants, tea­
rooms, tea­
gardens. 

Domestcs, &c. 

Public officers. 

Saving property. 
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industry or its product, or to the plant or property used in 
such process : 

TV. Starting or maintaining fires when any such work is essential 
to the protection of property, life, or health: . 

\i. Any work without the doing of which on Sunda.1f electric 
current, light, heat, cold air, water, or gas cannot be 
continuously supplied: . 

VI. The conveying of travellers or passengers, and work incidental 
thereto: 

VII. The continuance to their destination of trains and vessels in 
transit when Sunday begins. and work incidental thereto: 

VTlI. Making repairs in cases of emergency, or doing any other 
work of a like incidental character necessary to keep the 
railway lines open on Sunday: 

IX. The caring for milk, cheese, perishable products, and live 
animals: 

x. Any work ill the preparation of the regular ,~J onday morning 
edition of a daily newspaper: 

XI. The sale of milk for domestic use: Provided that the 
municipal cOllllcil of each city or municipality shall from 
time to time, by resolution, fix and declare the hours within 
w~ch, and the conditions subject to which, milk may be 
sold within the city or municipality in every ca~e wbere 
the milk is not delivered by the mil k vendor or his servant; 
in the usual way. at the home of the consumer: 

XII. The sale within the city or municipality of fruit to the' 
public during such hours and subjeCt to such conditions as 
the municipal council of the city or municipality. having 
due regard tu the object of this Act. shall by resolution 

'from tinle to time fix and declare: 
X Ill. The opening within any city or municipality of such 

bona fide-
Restaurants; 
Tea-rooms; 
Tea;.gaJ'dens ~. 

for the proper purposes thereof, for the convenience of the 
public, and during such hours and subject to sllch con­
ditions as the municipal council of the city or municipality, 
having due regard to the object of t,his Act, shall by 
resolution from time to time fix and declare: 

XIV. The work of domestic servants and watchmen: 
xv. Work done by any person in the public service of His 

Majesty while acting therein under any regulation or 
direction of any department of the Government: 

XVI. Any unavoidable work on Sunday to save property in cases 
of emergency, or where such property is in danger of 
destruction or serious injury: 
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XVII. Any work which the Minister for Lands and Works and A.D.1908. 
Railways, baving regard to the obiect of this Act, and W k h· d 

• ' • . J or autorlse 
wIth the object of preventIng undue delay, deems necessary by Minister for 
to permit in connection with the freight traffic of any Lands in connec­
State or other railway : tio~ with railway 

XVIII. Any work declared by a resolution passed by both Houses of freight traffi~. 
Parliament to be a work of necessity or mercy, and a8 such Work procl3lm.ed 

I · d b h G work of necessity 
proc aIme y t e overnor. or mercy upon 

Offences and Penalties. 

ParliamentHry 
resolution. 

12 Any person who violates any of the provisions of this Act, or of Violation of Act. 
any regulation thereunder, shall for each offence be liable, on summary 
conviction, to a fine not exceeding Ten Pounds. Penalty. 

18 Every employer who authorises or directs anything to be done Employer 
in violation of any provision of this Act, or of any regulati n there- authorising. 
under, shall for each offence be liable, on summary conviction, to a 
fine not exceeding Ten Pounds. Penalty. 

14 Every corporation which authorises, directs, or permits its Corporation 
employees to carry on any part of the business of such corporation in directing or 
violation of any of the provisions of this Act shall be liable, on summary permitting 

violation of this 
conviction, to a penalty not exceeding Ten Pounds. A • ct. 

Penalty. 

Procedure. 

15 No action or prosecution for a violation of this Act, or of any Limitation of 
regulation thereunder, shall be commenced ~ it hout the leave in action. 
writing of the Attorney-General for the State, nor after the expiration 
of Sixty days from the time of the commission uf the alleged offence. 

16 All informations for offences against any of the provisions of this Procedure. 
Act or the regulations, and all penalties or fines imposed under the 
provisions of this Act or the regulations, may be summarily heard, 
determiut-d, and recovered by and before a police magistrate or any 
T\\o or more justices in the mode prescribed by" The Magistrates 19 Vict. No. 8. 

Summary Procedure Act." 
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Date and 
Number of" Act. 

1 Car. I., c. 1 (Sports) 
(A.D.1625) 

3 Car. I., c. 2 
(A.D.1627) 

(Carriers and Butchers) 
29 Car. H., c. 7 

(A.D.1677) 
(Work generally) 

21 Geo. Ill., c. 49 
(Public Entel·tain­

ments) 

Sunday Observance. 

~CHEDULE. 

Title of Act. 

., The SUllday Ohservance Act, 1625" 

An Act for the further Reformation of Sundrv A huses corn· 
mitted on the Lord's Day, commonly called Sunday 

" The Sunday Observance Act, 1677 " 

.. The Sunday Observance Act, 1780" 

JOHN VAIL, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA. 


