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TASMANIA 

1 9 1 8. 

ANNO NONO 

GEORGII v. REGIS. 
No. 34 . 

......................................... 
AN AOT to regulate the Practice of Veterinary ~~8. 

Surgery, and for other relative purposes. 
[24 December, 1918.J 

BE it enacted hy His Excellency the Governor of Tasmania, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and House of 
Assembly, in Par'liament assembled, as follows :-

1 This Act ma.y be cited as "The Veterinary Act, 19) 8," and shall Short title and 
come into operation on a date to be fixed by Proclamation. commencemflat. 

2 In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires- Interpretation. 
" Board" means the Veterinary Board constituted under this 

Act: 
" Minister". means the responsible Minister of the Crown for 

the time being controlling the Department of Agriculture: 
" Register" means the register of Veterinary Surgeons here­

. . in after provided for: • 
U Registrar ,. means the Registrar appointed under tbis Act·:. 
" Registered veterinary surgeon" means a person whose name 

. appears in the register : 
" This Act" includes regulations under this Act: 
n Veterinary surgery" means the art and science of veterinary 
,.. surgery and medicine, including' any branch thereof. 

.,1d-
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Constitution of 
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Cf. No. 51 of 
1911,8.3 (W.A.) 

Tenure of office. 
Cf., ibid., s. 4. 

RemoVf.J from 
office. 
Ibid., •. 5. 

Chairman. 
Cf., ibid., 8. 6. 

Ordinary and 
.pecial meeting. 
of Board. 
Cf, ibid., s, 7. 

Chairman to 
preside at 
lIIeetin~lI. 
Cf., ibid., s. 8 

go GEORGII V. No. 34. 

Vete1 inar.'IJ Su'rgeOftl. 

The Veterinary Board. 

S For tl-.e purposes of this Act, there shall he constituted a Roard 
to .ve called the Veterinary Board, an:l such Board shall consist of 
Three members to be appointed from tilne to lime by the Governor. 

4:-(1) Except as hereinafter provided, every member of Ihe Board 
shall hold office for a period of Three years from the date of his appoint­
ment, unless he dies, resigns, or is removed from office, in any of which 
events a successor shall be appointed who shall hold l)ffice for the 
unexpired term of his predecessor's term of office. 

(:l) Subject as aforesaid, a person who has been appointed a mem­
ber of the Board shall be eligible for re-appointment. 

(3) An appointment to fill any phlCe 011 the Board to become vacant 
by efflux ion of time may be made not more than One mOllth before the 
place is to become vacant. 

5 A member of the Board may be removed from office by the 
Governor at any time. . 

6-(1) The Roard shall, wi th the approval of the M inister, choose 
a member to be Chairman of the Board; and as often as the office of 
Chairman becomes vacant the Board shall, with the like approval, choose 
a member to be Chairman. 

(~) The Chairwan shall, subject as hereinafter provideu, hold office 
for Three years, but shall be eligible for re-appointment. 

He shall cease to hold office if he ceases to be a member. 
He may be removed from office, with the consent of the Minister, by 

a vote of the Board. 

7-(1) The first meeting' of the Board shall be held at such time 
and place as the Minister by notice in the" GaZE-tte " appoints. 

(2) Other meetings of the Board shall be held at such times and 
places as the BoaI'd from time to time appoints 

\3) The Chairman of the Board, 01' Two members thereof, may at 
any time call a special meeting of the Board. 

(4) It shall be the duty of the Registral' or Chairman of the Board to 
call a special meeting of the Board at any time when requested so to 
do by a requisition in writing under the hands of Two members of 
the Board. 

8 - (1) At every meeting of tht Board the Chairman, if p"esent, 
shall preside. 

(:2) If the Chairman is absent. from any meeting, or if there is for 
the time being no Chairman, the melll bers present shall choose One of 
their number to act as chairman al that meeting. and the member so 
chosen shall have the same powers at that meeting as if he were the 
Uhairman of the Board. . 
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Veteri'l'tary Surgeons. 

9-(1) Every question before the Board shall be decided by the A.D. HH8. 
votes of a majority of the members of the Board. 

TI C Conduct of 
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(2) le ,hairman shall have a de1iberative vote only. meetingll. 
(3) Any Two members of the Board shall be a quorum, and subject Cf., ibid., 11. 9. 

to the following provision, shall have all the powers and authority by 
the Act conferred "p')n the Board. 

(4) If at any meeting 6f the Boal'd T\\o members only are present, 
and such members differ in opinion upon any matter, the determination 
of such matter shall be postponed until all the members are present. 

10--() The 'Director of Agri.:mlture for the time being for this 
State, or, during any vacancy in that. office, the officer acting in his 
place, shall, under the Minister, administer this Act 

(2) duch officer of the Depal'tmentof Agriculture as the Public 
Service Board shall fr0m time to time recommend, with the approval 
of the Minister, shall be appointed, and be Registrar and perform all 
the duties of a Registrar uuder this Act, and the Minister shall have 
power from time to time at pleasure to J'emove any such Registrar. 

Administration of 
Act 

Registrar. 

11 The Board- Board may 
I. May from time to time, appoint such examiners as it thinks appoi~t 

c .. Ir h' A d exammers. necessary lor gl VIllg ell~ct t~ t IS ct: an . Cf., 4 Geo. V., 
n. May out of the funds at ItS dIsposal pay to such exammers No. 15, 8. 17 

such fees as may be prescribed. (Tas.). 
All such peJ sons shall hold office during the pleasure of the Board. 
No member of the Board shall receive payment for his services in 

the capacity of such member. ' 
Nothing in this Act shall be construed to prevent the Board from-­

L Appointing One or more of its members to be an examiner 
or examiners: or 

11. Paying any member 80 appointed for his services as examiner. 

12 The establishment of the Board andthe validity or legality of Acts of Board not 
acts done by the Board shall not be affected by any error or defect in ~ffecteld ~~ . 
h . f' b f h B d b h f: h h lrregu arltIes m t e appoIntment 0 any mem er 0 t e o~r, or y t e act t at t e appointments, &c. 

full number of members has not been appomted. Cf., ibid., 8. 11 
(W.A.). 

18-(1) The Board may, with respect to matters within its juris- Power of Board 
diction, examine or cause to be examined on oath or solemn affirmation to examine 
any person appearing before it, and for that purpose the Chairman or witnesses. 
Registrar may administer or receive any oath or affirmation. 

(2) The Chairman or Registrar of the Board may by writing Power to 
under his hand summon any person to attend before the Board surn'?~nwitne8.e •. 
for t~le pu~p~se ot being examined with respect to any matter within (.Jv.t.)~., s. 12 
the JUrISdICtIOn of the Board, and every person duly summoned as 
aforesaid who does not attend after reasonable expenSes have been paid 
or tendered to him, or attending refuses to be sworn, or to make a 
solemn affirmation, or to be examined, or to give evidencc:l, or to 
answer all such questions as the Board may legally ask, 01' cause to be 
asked of him, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding Ten Pounds. 
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Regi&ter. 
Cf., ibid., I. ] 3. 

Roll fee. 

Registrar may 
mB ke necessary 
alterations in 
re~i8tel". 
Cf., ibid., B. 15. 
RemoTalof 
name from 
register on death. 
Cf., ibid., B. 16. 

Removal from 
register for 
misconduct. 
Cf., ibid., 8. 17. 

Appeal to judge. 
Cf.,4 Geo. V., No. 
10. 11. ~6 (Tas.). 

9° GEORGII V No 34. 

Veterinary Surgeons. 

The Register. 

14 The Board shall from time to timf', on payment of the prescribed 
fees, cause the names of all duly qualified persons applying for regis­
tlation under this Act to be registered, together with their respective 
places of residence and a description of their respective qualifications, 
in a register to .he kept by the Board for that purpose in the prescribed 
form, and such register shall be called the "Veterinary Register of 
Tasmania." 

15 Every person registered under this Act shall, during the month 
of January in each year, pay to the registrar such roll fee as may be 
prescribed in re~ulations hereunder; and in the event of any such 
registered person failing to pay such fee before the month of March 
next succeeding, the Registrar shall send hy post to such person a 
notice, addressed to him according to his address as entered on the 
register, enquiring whether (II' not he has ceased to practice. and if the 
Hegistr&r does not receive an'y answer thereto from such person withiu 
One month of sending him such notice. the Registrar shall send him 
by post, in a regist.ered ktter, addressed as aforesaid, another notice 
refe'Ting t.o the first notice and stating that no answer thereto has been 
received, and if the Registrar does not within Two months after sending 
the second notice receive any answer thereto, he shall report tu the 
Board accordingly, and the Board may cause the name of such person 
to be removed from the register, but may restore his name to the said 
register upon personl:ll application and the production of his certificate 
of registration or proof to the satisfaction of the Board of his former 
registration and payment of the prescribed fee for restor<ltion. 

16 The Registrar, \\ith the approval of the Board, may from time to 
time make any necessary alterations in the registration of the place of 
residence and qualifications of any registered veterinary surgeon. 

17 The Registrar shall rf'move from the register the name of any 
veterinary surgeon whose deat.h shall be proved to the Rt·gistrar's satis­
faction; but whenever it shall appear to the Board that allY name has 
been removed ulldel' this section in error, the Board shall direct the 
Registrar t.o restore such name, and he shall restore it to the register 
accordingly. 

18 If any registered veterinary surgeon shall after due inquiry, be 
adjudgecl by the Board to be incompetent or to have bepn guilty of 
misconduct as a veterinary surgeon, the Board may direct the RegistJ'ar 
to remove the Ilame of such surgeon from the register. . 

Provided that the.13oard m:ty, if it thinks fit, restore to the register 
the nawe of any surgeon w hose name has been removed tberefl'Om. 

19-( 1) Any person who thinks himself aggrieved I)y Imy decision, 
order, or direction of the Board in refusing to enter his name 
in the register, 0)" in removing bis name from the register. may, within 
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Veterinary Surpeons. 

'!'hree months after the date of the decision, order, or direction, A.D. 1918. 
appeal hy summons to a judge of the Supreme Court. 

No such appeal shall be entertained unless Ten days' notice in 
writing of such appeal, stating the nature anci gTounds thereof, is given 
to the Chairman of the Board. 

(2) The judge may make such order as he thinks just (including Order thereon 
any onler as to costs), and such order shall hay? effect according to its 
tenor and shall be final, and shall be observed by the Board and by 
every person concerned. 

(3) The judges of the Supreme Court may from time to time make, 
alter, suspend. and rescind rules or orders to regulate the pJ"aclice and 
procedure, and until such rules or (H'ders are made, awl. so far as <my 
such rules or orders when made do not ap /:Ily, the provisions of "The 
Appeals Regulation Act," as to appeals from justices,shall, with the 
necessary alterations, apply tl) appeals under this Act. 

20 A copy of the register-correct up to the Thirty-6.rst day of 
December of the preceding year--shall, in the month of January in each 
)'i'ar, be pUblished by the Board in the ,. Gazette" as " The Veterinary 
Roll of Tasmania for the year One thousand nine hundred and ," 
followed by the number of the year in which it is published. 

21 Any copy of tlie register purporting to be certified by the 
Hegistrar or a " Gazette" containing what purports to be a copy of the 
register shall, in all courts of law, be prima facie evidence"that the 
persons therein named were at the date of the certificate or " Gazette" 
and are registered veterinary surgeons, and the absence of the name of 
any person shall be prima facie evidence that such person was not <It 
the date of the certificate or " Gazette" and is not so registered. 

Registered Vele1'inary Surgeons. 

Judges to make 
rules. 
19 Vict., No. 10 

Copy of register 
to he published. 
Cf., ibid., s. 19 
(W.A.). 

Certified copy 
evidence. 
Cf., tbid., 8. 20 
(W.A.)., 

22- (1) Every person shall be entitled to be registered as a Qualifications of 
veterinary surgeon in the register under this Act who provts to the practitioners. 
satisfaction of the Board that he-

I. lIas attained the age of Twenty-one years: and 
11 Is a person of good fame and character: and 

III. Holds a degree. diploma, certificate, or licence of competency 
as a veterinary surgeon from the Melbourne University, 
or Sydney University, or from the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons of Great Britain, or from such other Cf., ibid., s. 21. 
eollege, university, or institution as may from time to 

. time be prescribed by the Govel'Ilor by regulations. 
\ 2) \Vhere at the passing of this Act any person practises, and has Veterinary 

continuou5>ly for not less than Five years before the passing of this practitIOner •. 
Act practised veterinary surgery in Tasmania, and has passed a 
prescribed examination to the satisfaction of the Board, the Board, 
notwithstanding such person does not comply with thfl provisions of 
paragraph Ill., of Sub-section (l) of this Section, may enter his name 
as a veterimlry practitioner in a portion of the register to be headed 
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Certificate of 
registration. 
Cf., ibid., s. 22. 

Veterinary 
surgeons may 
lue for fees, &c. 
Cf., ibid., 8. 23. 

Prohibition on 
unregietered 
perlon recovering 
feel. 
Cf, ibid., I. 24 • 

90 GEORGII V. No. 34. 

Veterinary Surgeons. 

" Veterinary Practitioners, " provided application in that behalf is made 
to tbe Board on or before tbe Thirtieth dav of June One thousand 
nine hundred and nineteen, and the applicant proves to the satisfaction 
of the Board that 11(> i" a person of good fame and charactel'. 

(3) Where any person has before the passing of this Act joined 
the Australian Inlperial Forces for service outside Tasmania in the 
war in which His Majesty is engaged, and previous to enlistment 
has continuously for a period of Three years practi8ed v.eterinary 
surgery in Tasmania, such person shall upon satisfying, the Board that 
he is a person of ~ood fame and character, and passing a prescribed 
examination to the satisfaction of t~.e Board within Eighteen months 
after his return to Tasmania, lJe entitled to have his name entered as a 
"Veterinary Practitioner" in t be said portion of the n'gister to be 
headed" Veterinary PractitiolJers," notwitbstanding such person does 
not comply with the provisions of Paragrapb Ill. of Subsection (I) of 
this section. 

(4) Every person w bose name is so entered as a Vf t('rinary 
practitioner shall, whilst his name continues so registered, be deemed, 
for the purposes of this Act, a registered veterinary surgeon. 

Providerl, however, that no such person shall in any advertisement, 
or on any name-plate 1)1' sign, or by means of any written or printed matter 
advertise or hold himself out as a registered veterinary surgeon, unless it 
is made to appear in such advertisement, plate, sign, or written or printed 
matter, tjlat such person is registered as a veterinary practitioner only. 

(5) Save as in this Section provided, no person shall be 
registered as a veterinary surgeon under this Act. 

23-- Cl) Every registered veterinary surgeon shall, on payment of 
a fee of One Shilling, be entitled to obtain from the Registrar a 
certificate stating that he is registered under this Act, and setting 
out the qualifications by virtue of which he is registered. 

(2) In the case of a certificate issued to a person qualified as pro­
vided in Subsection (I) of Section Twenty-two, the certificate shall be 
called a .. Certificate of Competency," and shall state tbat such person 
is registered as a competent veterinary surgeon. 

(3) A certificate issued to a veterillary practitioner shall ue called a 
" Certificate of "Practice only." 

(4) Every sut:h certificate shall be prima facie evidence of the 
matters therein stated. 

24 Every registered veterinary surgeon may, whilst so registered, 
sue in any court of law of competent jurisdiction for the recuvery of 
his fees or other remuneration for professional services, whether medical 
or surgical. 

25 No person othel' than a registered veterinary surgeon shall, 
subject as hereinafter provided, be entitled to sue or counterclaim for, or 
set oft~ or recover any charge or remuneratIOn for any veterinary 
advice, attendance, service, operation, or medicine. 
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Veterinarlj Surgeons. 

Offences. 

26--(1) Except as hereinafter provided, from and after the 
Thirty-first day of July, One thousand nine hundred and nineteen, no 
person other than a registered vl'terinary surgeon shall be entitled to-

1. Practise veterinary surgery, or perform or givE' for reward 
any veterinary service, operation, or advice: or to 

11. Advertise or hold himself out as being a registered veterinary 
surgeon: or to 

III Advertise or hold himself out as being entitled or qualified to 
practise veterinary surgery, or to perform or give any 
veterinary service, operatiun, or advice . 

(2) Every pE'rson who does or permits any act, matter, or thing 
contrary to this section, shall be liable, upon conviction. to a penalty 
not exceeding Twenty Pounds.· , 

Provided, nevertheless, that nothing herein shall make it illegal 
for any person to perform, for reward, the operation of castration, ear­

. marking spaying, or dehorni'lg on any animal, or the tailing of lambs. 
(3) Any person other than a registered veterinary surgeon who shall 

advertise or hulJ himself out as being a registered veterinary prac­
titioner, shall be deemed guilty of an offence under this section, and 
liable to the penalty mentioned in Subsection Two thereof. 

(4) Any person who shall, by act or omi~sion, contravene the proviso 
to Subsection (4) of Sectiorl Twenty-two, shall be liable on convic­
tion, to a penalty not exceeding Ten Pounds. 

(5) Every pnson who exhibits or publishes any letter, circular card, 
or advertisement of any kind whereby any person holds himself out 
contrary to any part of this section or Section Twenty-two, shall be 
liable, upon conviction, to a penalty n:>t exceeding Five Pounds. 

Provided that this section shall not apply to any newspaper proprie· 
tor 01' printer publishing such advertisement in good faith before 
ru~(>iving written notice from the registrar that such advertisement is 
contrary to some part of tbi~ section. 
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A.D. 1918. 

Penaltv for 
practising when 
not registered. 
e£, ibid., 8. 25. 

Penalty for 
Ildverti"sing when 
not registered. 

27 Jf any person--
I. Shall resist or obstruct any mem bel' of thp. 

person in the performance of any duties or 
any powers under this Act: or 

Penalty for 
Board or any obstructing or 
h . 'f misleading 

t e exerCIse 0 officers. 

H. Shall wilfully mislead any such member or peJson in any 
parti('ular likely to affect tlw discharge of his duty-

such person shall be guilty of an offence against this Act and liable, on 
convicti0n, to a penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds. 

Miscellaneous. 

Cf., ibid., ~. 26 

28-(1) The Governor may, from time to time, Dake, alter, and Regulation •. 
repeal regulatiolls for- Cf., ibid., s. 27 

I. l)p,termining the evidence to be prod ueed and condi tions to 
be fulfilled by any person applying for registration under 
this Act: 
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Copy of 
" Gazette" 
evidence. 
Cf., 4 Geo. V., 
No. 15, s. 32 
(Tas.) 
Judicial lIotice. 

Recovery of fees 
and penalties. 
A ppropria lIon. 
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Veterinar.1f Surgeon,. 

H. Regulating the form of the register and the manner of 
keeping and controlling the register: 

III. Regulating the meetings and proceedings of the Board: 
IV. Prescribing what certificates, diplomas, membership, degrees, 

licences, It'tters tt'stimonial, or other titles, status, or docu­
ments will be recognised by the Board as qualifying 
persons holding them or any of them to be registered 
as veterinary surgeons, whether im mediatel y or after 
further examination or training or both: 

v. Prescribing and regulating the method, Sll bjects, and scope of 
examinations and tlte remuneration of examiners: 

VI. Prescribing a scale of fees to be charged and paid in respect 
of any application, examination, registration, certificate, 
inspection, or any other proceeding, act, or thing provided 
or required under this Act: 

VII. Regulating the manner of making and dealing with com­
plaints against regisiered veterinary surgeons alleged to he . 
incompetent or to have been guilty of misconduct as such 
surgeons: 

VIII. Regulating or prescribing all matters which by this Act are 
required or permitted to be prescribed or re ... ulated, or 
which it may be necessary or convenient to l'l'gulate or 
prescribe for giving effect to this -'et or the regulations:, 

IX. Prescribing forms for use under this Act. 
(2) Such regulations may state a penalty, not exceeding Ten 

Pounds, for any neglect or breach thereof. 

29---( 1) The production of a copy of the" Gazette" purporting to 
c~mtain any notification relating to dny appointment, register, registra­
tIOn, erasure, regulations, or any other matter undel' or for the purposes 
of this Act shall be received in all courts aud in all proceedings 
whatsoever al', prima facie evidence of the facts therein published. 

(2) Every court shall take judicial 1I0tice of the signatures of the 
Chairman and of the Registrar of the Board. 

(~) In any proceeding by or on behalf of the Board, it shall not be 
necessary to prove the appointment of the members, Chairman, or 
Registrar. 

80-(1) All fees under this Act may be recovered as ordinary debts 
due to the Board, 

(2) All penalties recovered shall go to and form part of the Muni­
cipal Fund of the municipality wherein the offence was committed, 
and all fees accruing under this Act, except examination fees, shall be 
paid irrto the Treasury, and form part of the Consolidatpd Hevenue. 

The examination fees shall be at the disposal of tbe Board tor I he 
purpofoe of' defraying the expenses of conducting the examinations . 
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Veterinary Surgeons. 

31 All informations for offences against the provisions of this Act, 
and all penalties, imposed by or under the provisions of this Act, may 
be heard, determined, recovered, and enforce? in a summary way by 
and before a police magistrate or any Two or more justices in the mode 
prescribed by " The Magistrates Summary Procedure Act," the pro­
visions of which Act shall apply. 

32 Nothing in this Act con.tained shall extend to or interfere with 
the businf'ss or with t.he rights! and privileges of any register2d phar­
maceutical chemist in supplying drugs 01' medical and sUI'gical appli­
ances used for horses, cows, an? other animals, in the ordinary course 
of~JUch business, nor with the i business of any wholesale druggist. 

I I 

I , 

I ,JOHN V 41L, 
GOVERN M.EN-t PRINTBlt, T4nUNU. 

I 

I ' 
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Procedure. 
19 Vict. No. 8. 

Act not to inter­
fere with chemi .. tli. 
Cf., ibid., 8. 29 
(W.A.). 




