
EGG INDUSTRY STABILIZATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 1977.

EXPLANATORY M EM ORANDUM .

C/mv.9c 1 covers th e  sh ort title and p rovides that the p rov is ion s o f  the A ct shall co m e  in to  op eration  
on a day to  be fixed by p roc lam ation  o f  the G o v ern o r  in C ou n cil.

C/m/.yg 2 rep laces S ection  1 (3) o f  the P rincipal A ct w h ich  p rovid ed  for that A ct to  operate for a period  
o f three years from  a day ap p o in ted  by the M in ister  (1st M arch , 1975) and  n o w  exten d s the op eration  for a 
further tw o  years until the 29th  F ebruary, 1980.

C W j'g  3 am en d s, w here necessary, certain  in terp retation s in Section  3 o f  the P rincipal A ct and  
includes a d d ition a l in terpretations o f  " A p p o in ted  day and " Q u ota  period

C /at/jg 4  am en d s S ection  6 o f  the P rincipal A c t to  p rovid e for  the D ep u ty  C hairm an o f  the V ictorian  
Egg M ark etin g  B oard  to  act as C hairm an o f  the P ou ltry  Farm er L icen sin g  C om m ittee  in the ab sen ce o f  the 
C hairm an. P rev iou sly  m em bers o f  the L icen sin g  C om m ittee  (w h o  are a lso  the m em bers o f  the B oard) elected  
a m em ber to  act as C hairm an in the ab sen ce o f  the C hairm an.

C/afYjg 5 am en d s S ection  14 (1 ) o f  the P rincipal A ct to  su b stitu te  the m ore ap propriate w ord licen see  " 
for the w ords " p ou ltry  farm er " b ecause since the first licen sin g  season  on ly  licen sees m ay ap p ly  for  licences  
under the A ct.

6 am en d s Section  1 5 ( l ) ( a )  o f  the P rincipal A ct to provide that a co n d itio n  to  w hich a licence is 
subject is that the licen see w ill n o t keep or perm it to  be kept at the p lace to w hich  the licen ce relates, hens 
that exceed  in num ber the hen q u ota  o f  the licen see  for a  q u ota  period  in lieu o f  a licen sin g  season . T his 
am endm ent is n ecessary  in v iew  o f  the am en d m en t in 7 w hich  w ill en ab le the G overn or  in C oun cil
to  determ in e the S tate H en  Q u ota  from  tim e to  tim e and in v iew  o f  the in terpretation  in C lause 3 w hich  
provides that a " q u o ta  period  " m eans the p eriod  betw een  o n e  ad ju stm ent o f  hen q u otas con seq u en t upon  
a variation  in the S tate H en  Q u ota  or p u rsu ant to the new  section  23u and the next such adjustm ent. A ny  
variation  o f  S tate H en  Q u ota  w ill be w ith in  the m axim um  lim it o f  S tate H en  Q u ota  determ ined  from  tim e to  
tim e by the A u stra lian  A gricu ltural C ou n cil.

C W jg  8 inserts new  S ection s 23, 23A and  23n for Section  23 o f  the P rincipal A ct w hich  p rov id e for
the v a lid a tion  o f  hen q u otas as determ ined  by the P oultry  F arm er L icen sin g  C om m ittee  and for  the
variation  o f  hen q u otas from  tim e to  tim e.

T h e  new  S ection  23 p rov id es for the va lid a tion  o f  all hen q u otas in force before the day o f  the
com m en cem en t o f  the E gg /4c/ 1977 and further prov id es that no
alteration  to  th e  hen q u o ta  o f  a licen see  as the result o f  lega l p roceed in gs im m ed iately  before that day  
p end ing  or ex istin g  by or again st the L icen sin g  C om m ittee  or the R eview  C om m ittee  shall affect the hen 
quota  o f  an y  o th er licen see . T he p rov ision s o f  su b -section  (3) are sim ilar to  p rov is ion s o f  the replaced S ection  
23 o f  the P rincipal A c t and lim it the m axim um  hen q u ota  o f  a licen see  to  100,000 excep t in any case  w here  
the relevant base q u ota  exceed ed  100,000 in w h ich  case the hen q u o ta  sh all n o t exceed  the relevant base  
q u ota  or 150,000 w h ichever is the least. T h e p rov is ion s o f  su b -section  (4) a lso  fo llo w  the co n cep t o f  the  
Principal A ct and p rovid e that hen q u otas below  1,000 shall n o t be reduced.

T h e new  S ection  23A p rovides that w hen  the S tate H en  Q u ota  is increased  or reduced the L icen sin g  
C om m ittee  sh all, subject to  the specified  restriction s, a llo ca te  the increase a m o n g  all e lig ib le  licen sees or  
(as the case m ay be) reduce the hen q u otas o f  licensees in  p rop ortion  to  the am ou n ts o f  their hen q u otas . 
T he con cep t o f  the P rincipal A c t that in any case w here a hen q u ota  exceed s 1,000 any varia tion  shall be applied  
to  the num ber in  excess o f  1,000 has been retained. W hen hen q u otas are varied any  increase shall take effect 
from  the day specified  in th e  n o tice  w h ilst any  reduction  w ill take effect from  a specified  day n o t less than  
90 days after th e  d ay  o f  issu e o f  the n otice.

A  new  S ection  23n em p ow ers the L icen sin g  C om m ittee , w ith  the approval o f  the M in ister, to vary  
hen q u otas in a q u ota  period  in p rop ortion  to  the am ou n ts o f  licensees' hen  q u otas in order to  regu late the  
supply o f  eggs m ore effectively  havin g  regard to  the season a l p rod u ction  o f  eggs or in  any  other circum stances  
ap proved  by the M in ister  provided  that th e tota l o f  hen q u otas d oes n ot exceed  the S tate H en  Q uota.
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C/<3z/ ê.y 9 10 are con seq u en tia l am endm ents.

C/m/.9c 11 exten d s the ground s upon  w hich  ap peals m ay be m ade to the P oultry  Farm er L icensing  
R eview  C om m ittee  to  include any case w here the L icensing C om m ittee  grants a perm it For layer breeder  
or broiler breeder hens For a lesser num ber than the num ber sou gh t by the app licant.

C/a(/.y<? 12 inserts a new  Section  50A in the Principal A ct design ed  to  overcom e ev id entiary  prob lem s  
and to  Facilitate legal proceed ings taken under the A ct.

C/m/j'g 13 inserts a new  S ection  51A in the Principal A ct to  provid e that no legal action  m ay be taken  
aga in st the C row n , the M inister, the L icensing  C om m ittee  or the R eview  C om m ittee  or any m em ber oF those  
C om m ittees w ith respect to  anyth ing  d on e For the p urposes oF the A ct or by virtue oF the repeal oF or the 
susp en sion  oF the A ct at any tim e beFore the expiry oF the A ct bv the efR uxion oF tim e pursuant to S ection  
I (3).

C/m/.9c 14 substitu tes a new descrip tion  oF the area specified in the Sch ed u le  to the P rincipal A ct 
con seq u en t upon ch anges in State electora l boundaries since 1973. T h e on ly  ch an ge in the actual area, 
described under the Principal A ct is the exclu sion  oF a sm all area w here there are n o  poultry  Farms.
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