
National Parks (Amendment) BIll 
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

The purposes of this Bill are to-

(a) make provision for wilderness parks and State parks; 

(b) make provision for the prohibition of new mining activities in national parks, 
State parks and wilderness parks; 

(c) create new parks and make alterations to existing parks; and 

(d) make other amendments to the National Parks Act 1975 and to amend certain 
other Acts. 

PART I-GENERAL 

Clause I states the purposes of the Bill. 

Clause 2 provides for commencement. Section 24, section 27 (I) and section 30 correct 
previous legislation and are back-dated. The rest of the Act comes into operation on a day 
or days to be proclaimed. 

Clause 3 refers to the National Parks Act 1975 as the Principal Act. 

PART 2-WILDERt~ESS PARKS 

This part provides for a new schedule to the Act for Wilderness Parks with consequential 
amendments providing for management of such oarks. 

Clause 4 amends the definition of park in the National Parks Act 1975 to encompass 
the new schedule of wilderness parks. 

Clause 5 adds to the objects of the Act a reference to wilderness park. 

Clause 6 inserts a new division I A in part III of the Act providing for wilderness parks, 
with proposed new sections 17 A, l7B, and 17c. 

Section 17 A (I) provides for the new Schedule Two A for wilderness parks. 

Section 17 A (2) and 17 A (3) provide for principles in accordance with which the Director 
must control and manage each wilderness park. 

Section 17B provides that a management plan for a wilderness park must be prepared 
within two years and be consistent with the principles for the management of such parks. 

Section 17c prohibits development of wilderness parks and provides for limited but 
necessary exceptions for management purposes. 

Clause 7 and II restrict the granting of tenancies and other authorities in a wilderness 
park. 

Clause 8, 9 and 10 provide for possible management of relevant wilderness on behalf of 
another body. 

Clause 12 amends the provision in the Act for zoning of parks by inserting provision 
that a wilderness zone is to be managed as though it were a wilderness park. Provision is 
also made that once a wilderness zone has been proclaimed, revocation of the zone must 
be approved by resolution of both Houses of Parliament. 

Clauses 13 and 14 restrict the application to a wilderness park of provisions relating to 
carrying out works. 
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Clause 15 amends the regulation making power to provide for wilderness parks. 

Clause 16 and 17 amend the National Parks Act in order to transfer from Schedule 
Three to the new Schedule Two B (wilderness parks) the two existing areas, Big Desert 
Wilderness Park and A von Wilderness Park. 

PART 3-MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS 

Clause 18 provides for a new Schedule Two B in the Act covering State parks. These are 
being separated from Schedule Three, which formerly covered all parks other than national 
parks. This allows State parks to be precisely identified, especially to effect a ban on mining. 

In order to achieve this-

Sub-section (1) inserts a new section (1 A) in section 17 of the Act providing for the 
new schedule. 

Sub-section (2) amends the duties of the Director in respect of national parks, to 
apply these duties also to State parks. 

Sub-section (3) make a number of consequential references to State parks throughout 
the Act. The effect is to provide for management of state parks, along lines similar to 
national parks. 

Clause 19 amends section 19AA, which provides for management ofland possession of 
which has been taken by compulsory acquisition or under contract of sale. The provision is 
restricted to land acquired for the purposes of a park. It is proposed to extend it to cover 
any purpose referred to in paragraphs (I) to (0) of section 4(1) ofthe Crown Land (Reserves) 
Act. Those are the paragraphs normally used in the acquisition of land. The provision is 
also corrected to provide that the Governor in Council may by proclamation extend 
existing regulations to such land pending the making of regulations. This is to ensure that 
the land is protected immediately rather than waiting for a period of time to complete RIS 
procedures before making regulations. 

Clause 20 amends section 19B which is the section under which the Director may 
manage land under the Crown Land (Reserves) Act. At the present time once the Director 
is appointed any existing regulations under the Crown Land (Reserves) Act become 
inapplicable. As regulations under the National Parks Act could be delayed by RIS procedures 
it is proposed that the Governor in Council by proclamation can continue the existing 
regulations until new regulations are made. 

Clause 21 extends from six months to three years the period for which the Minister may 
approve the grant ofa permit by the Director to carry on a trade or business in a park. The 
existing provision has two major defects in that-

(i) if the Director grants a permit for tourist services for the six month busy 
period it can be difficult to persuade a businessman to provide a service in the 
off-period, and a period of at least a year is more appropriate; 

(ii) Commercial Tour licences involving overseas visitors are issued to various 
companies who wish to be licensed for a longer period. Overseas visitors often 
book more than a year in advance. 

There is a saving provision under which the Minister may cancel the permit if the 
holder does not comply with the terms and conditions. 

Clauses 22 and 23 are consequential amendments to section 25B (1) of the Act, providing 
for extraction of forest produce in Gembrook and Bunyip parks in accordance with 
recommendations of the Land Conservation Council. These parks are declared under 
clauses 29 (I) and 31. 
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Clause 24 regarding Point Nepean National Park makes a consequential correction and 
inserts a new sub-section 30 (3) providing for an easement to the Commonwealth for access 
to land at Point Nepean. 

Clause 25 Paddy Ranges, provides for fossicking. 

Clause 26 provides for a ban on mining or exploration in national parks, state parks 
and wilderness parks, except for existing contracts. 

Sub-clause ( I) is a machinery amendment. 

Sub-clause (2) inserts two new sub-sections in section 40 of the Principal Act. 

Propo~ed sub-sections (IAA) and ( 1 AB) remove the Ministers power to consent to mining 
except for certain existing contracts and agreements. 

Clause 27 provides for variation of the boundaries of existing National Parks as follows: 
(1) Tarra Valley-the technical description is corrected to make it clear that the 

Tarra Valley road is not part of the park. 
(2) Point Nepean National Park, new area 2450 ha, increase of250 ha. (inclusion 

ofland at Greens Bush and Gunnamatta). 
(3) Morwell National Park, new area 396 ha, increase of 113 ha purchased land. 
(4) Burrowa-Pine Mountain National Park, new area 18400 ha, increase of 800 

ha-LCC recommendations North-eastern review. 

Clause 28 provides for Schedule Two B (State Parks) and Schedule Three (Other Parks), 
replacing the former Schedule Three to the National Parks Act. 

The following key gives the changes being made (numbers in brackets are the previous 
numbers in Schedule Three): 

Schedule Two B (State Parks) 
1. Angahook-Lorne 
2. Arthurs Seat 
3. Barmah 
4. Black Range 
5. Bunyip 
6. Cape Nelson 
7. Carlisle 
8. Cathederal Range 
9. Dergholm 

ID Eildon 
11. French Island 
12. Holey Plains 
13. Kamarooka 
14. Kara Kara 
15. Kooyoora 
16. Langi Ghiran 
17. Lerderberg 

Schedule Three (Other Parks) 
1. Beechworth 
2. Chiltern 
3. Discovery Bay 
4. Geilibrand Hill 
5. Gembrook 
6. Gippsland Lakes 
7. Haining 
8. Lake Albacutya 

(I9B) 
(7) 

(26B) 
(17A) 

(*) 
(12) 

(18B) 
(13) 

(*) 
(17) 

(24B) 
(4) 

(I8A) 
(23) 

(24A) 
(25A) 
(25B) 

(10) 
(14) 
(16) 
(26) 

(*) 
(18) 

(3) 
(19) 

18. Melba Gully 
19. Moondarra 
20. Mount Arapiles-Tooan 
21. Mount Buangor 
22. Mount Lawson 
23. Mount Napier 
24. Mount Samaria 
25. Mount Worth 
26. Paddy Ranges 
27. Pink Lakes 
28. Terrick Terrick 
29. Wabonga Plateau 
30. Warby Range 
31. Warrandyte 
32. Werribee Gorge 
33. Whipstick 

9. Langwarrin 
10. Lysterfield 
11. Murray/Kulkyne 
12. Reef Hills 
13. Steiglety 
14. Tyers 
15. Yea River 

* New park subject to subsequent proclamation. 
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(5) 
(26A) 
(22B) 

(*) 
(2IB) 
(28) 
(20) 
(6) 
(*) 

(22) 
(I6A) 

(24) 
(8) 
(2) 
(9) 

(I9A) 

(22A) 
(27) 
(21) 

(3/2IA) 
(3/23) 
(27A) 

(25) 



All boundaries are the same except for Mt. Arapiles-Tooan, where a 10 ha extension is 
included. 

Clause 29 makes provision for new State parks and extension of parks by future 
proclamation: 

(1) Bunyip 139 1an2 

(2) Dergholm 1an2 10 400 ha 
(3) Moondarra, brings forward and updates the 1984 provision for a future extension 

(refer also Clause 36) 
(4) Mt. Buangor 2400 ha 
(5) Paddy Ranges 1670 ha 
(6) Warby Ranges, increase from 3540 ha to 6880 ha 

Clause 30 provides for variation of Beechworth and Chiltern parks. 

Clause 31 provides for proclamation of Gem brook Park, 2650 ha, in Schedule Three. 

(Oauses 29, 30 and 31 implement L.C.c. Recommendations.) 

Clause 32 is a consequential provision in relation to land being acquired for Point 
Nepean National Park. 

Clause 33 is the usual provision to close unused roads and excise land from reserved 
forest. 

Clause 34 continues the application of regulations for Schedule Three parks to parks 
which will subsequently be in Schedules Two A and Two B. 

Clauses 35 and 37 makes several corrections to previous legislation. 

Clause 36 revokes an unproclaimed provision for an extension to Moondarra State 
Park. Because of the transfer of Moondarra from Schedule Three to Schedule Two B this 
provision is replaced by section 30 (3). 

By Authonty Jean Gordon Government Pnnter Melbourne 
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